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1eed more economi ally than here in all the midland
and northern countries where the large bulk of the
population is found.  In London the high price of coa
somewhat handicaps the electric companics in- com
petng with gas, though, oi course, companies of the
latter class in that city suffer under this disadvantage,
but to a less extent as they have some compensation
m receipts from bye products

e
AMERICAN RAILROAD EARNINGS, 1899,

\ speciality 15 made by the “Commer 1al Chromicle™
of New York of the returns of the railwavs on this
continent i advance of the annual volume published
by the Interstate Commission.  From the statistical
returns therem published, which are too elaborate for
our columns, we have compiled the tables below, The
hgures, though not complete, present a remarkable
exlubit of develop:ient in railway traffic last vear on
this continent. It s estimated that, apart from the
Canadian hnes, the net carmngs of American Railwavs
ast year were from 30 to 55 millions of dollars in ex
cess of those of 188, which is certainly an enormous
MCTCAs Phe extraordinary activity of the iron trade
last year created a large increase in fre ght trathe, and
the outflow from imterion pomts of produce bound for
Great Britain, as well as the heavy shipments of man
ulactures to other parts of the world, contributed to
rarse the rallway carnimgs to  an llll|0!l'l't'llil(‘lll\'l'
height,  The following shows in what sections of the
Sates the increases occurred last yvear, and what cach

group of hnes carned net per mile

Amwanan haiways Nt Barnng Incre e Lainngs
Group I=99 over 1898 ner ner mile
¢
Frenk Lives.... ..... 12,669,035
Ntb. Western .. ..., 5184680
Pacitic Coam ..., .., 6,262.30%
Soubern. ... ... 1,805 236
Coal Dviniet. ... ..., 43855076
South West ... ..0u0e
New Ergland. ., ‘o
Mid Western
Muddle. ..,
Mexican. . 10,560,341 246377

- —

2,911.83
The number of roads comprised in above table is

Total, 172 roads 125,587,195 1 lﬁl
172, with an aggregate length of 140,201 miles In
IROR the same group included 143,208 miles of road,
whose net carmings wer 370703848 against $425,
887,105 m 1800, as shown above, and the net earn
mgs per mile were 82,028 00 as agamst $2,911.83 last
vear.  The New York “Chronicle” Lives the net earn
mgs i 18 for December, compared with that month

I previous years as follows, we give also the net
carnmgs for cach year in the table
Yer ml et van lvciea e INciease Twal for
No. of roads, Dec. 1099 Dec. 1894, each year
s s
2R K20 530 Inc. 3,077,013 425 857,195
Inc. 1,640,769 376,703,845
Ine. 3,801,326 A50 996, %90
Dec Ll IS |
Inc. 2,M42516
KT Ine, ‘51,014
5,178,488 Dec. 3,245,269 a8 310

The number of roads being operated varies consi-
derably by amalgamations in some vears,
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Montreal Rolling Mills.—The insurance involved
by the contlagration which took place on the 25th inst.
at the above premises in this City, was altoget!n-r
placed m New England Mutual Insurance Companies,
no lines being carried by companies licensed to do
business in Canada.  Loss about $60,000.

Danville, P.Q.—The premises of the Asbestos and
Asbestic Company, at Danville, was the scene uf a
conflagration on the 24th inst., involving a loss estim
atad from $150,000 to $200,000.

The msurance was placed as follows:—

ABBE. o oo os a0 0o wh 50 wn e ool BBOD
AAROR 5o 56 0 sii0n s oo as tose FON
British America .. .. .. .. .. .. 35000
Commercial Union. . .. .. .. .. .. 2500
Imperial.. .. .. .. .0 o0 o0 o0 .0 2,800
Lancashire., .. .. «. .. .0 ¢4 .. 85,000
London & Lancashire.. .. .. .. .. 2500
London Assurance.. .. .. .. .. .. 2500

Manchester.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5,000
North British and Mercantile.. .. .. 7,500
Northern.. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..., 5,000
North America.. .. .. .......... 2,500
e T I T 2,500
MRION oo oo o4 sies o ae 5s . 7,500

$60,000

——————

A WarNING TO OTHER Crries.—Discussing  the
conflagration hazard in Philadelphia, and the danger-
ous state of affairs in the crowded business section of
that city, the New York “Commercial Bulletin,” of
Tuesday last says the matter in question is attracting
wide attention in fire underwriting circles, and a num-
ber of wellknown fire insurance companies have dis-
continued taking risks in the imperiled district. The
city's water supply is entirely inadequate, the build-
ing laws are very loose and the fire department is not
particularly good. Iere is a serious combination of
dangerous conditions:  First, buildings poorly built,
Faving their walls cut through and grouped into de-
partment stores or other large establishments; second,
a collection of antiquated street water mains, origin-
ally of village size, and rendered of smaller capacity
by the sediment and incrustations of many years;
third, a fire department that is not notably well man-
aged.

Consequently a fire has excellent material to feed
upon: the supply of water to quench it is ridiculously
small, and the men who are to put out a bad blaze,
with an insufficient supply of water, are not of a high
grade of efficiency.  The fact thatPhiladelphia is risk-
ing a serious conflagration has been repeatedly point-
ed out in these columns, and the authorities have
known of their weak spot for vears. The insurance
companies have borne one heavy loss after another,
until now their patience is exhausted. Those still
carrying lines in the dangerous part of Philadelphia
have two remedies for consideration. One is to
charge rates commensurate with the great hazard they
assume until the pipe line system is introduced, and
the other is to discontinye acceptances of new lines
and cancel those they already have on their books,




