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“"I n"‘r< economically than Inn in all I hr midland 
111,1 northern countries wlnr. tin large bulk (hr 
Mmlaiion i« h nun I. In I ..mil. hi tin- high price ,,f voa. 
somewhat ham lirai»» tin- electric

w l|l| K**. though, oi course. companies of the 
latter via*» in that vit» suffer un.ler tin* disadvantage, 
hut tu a le** extent .as the» have some 
in receipt* front live product

RECENT FIRES.

Montreal Rolling Mills.—The insurance invuivc.l 
hy the conflagration which took place on the 25th inst. 
at the above premises in this City, was altogether 
placed in New England Mutual Insurance Companies, 
no lines living carried by coni|>anies licensed to .1.. 
business in l auada. Loss about $6o,uuo.

louipaiiii - in coin

compensation

Danville, P.y.— 1 he premises of the Asbestos and 
A sliest ic Company, at Danville, was the scene of a 
conflagration cm the 24th inst., involving a loss estini 
ated from $150,000 to $2uu,ouo.

Ihe insurance was placed as follows:—

Aetna..............................................................$ 2,500
Alliance........................................................ 7,500
liritish America...................................... 5,000
Commercial Union................................... 4.500
Imperial......................................................... 4,500
Lancashire.................................................... 5,000
I.on.l.m & l-aiicaxhire............................ 4,500
London Assurance................................... 4,500
Manchester................................................... 5,000
North liritish and Mercantile............... 7,500
Northern....................................................... 5.000
North America............................................ 4,500
Su»?.................................................................. 2,'soo
Union.................................................... 7,500

AMERICAN RAILROAD EARNING».
\ *pe. lality IS made by the '< onimercial Chr.mide” 

of New \ .rk of the returns of the railways on this 
...ntinent in advance of the annual volume published 
In the Interstate I

1 HUB.

From the statistical 
ritiirn* then in published, which are too elaborate for 
• ■nr columns, we have compiled the tables below, 
figure*, though not c.mipletr, present a remarkable 
exhibit of .levclop; lent m railwav traffic last 
Hus continent

•Uimilssuril

n.v

war on
If 1* cstiinate.l that, apart from the

< .in.nl.an lines, tin net earnings of American Railwav* 
last year were from 50 to 55 millions ,.f dollars in cx- 
c. *« ..f th..-. ,.f itM. which 1* certainly an enormous 

I lie extraordinary activity of the iron trade 
1.1*1 year created a large increase in freight traffic, and 
the .Hitflow from interior |*,mis of pr.xluoc bound for 
• .real Kritam, a* well a* the heavy shipment 
tifacturcs to other

nn r< ,l*c

* of man
pan* of the world, contributed to $60,000

rai*e the railway earnings to an unprcvvndcntcd 
height, I he following shows in what sections of the 
Males the increase* occurred last A W arnin'.; to Otiikr Citiks.—Discussing the 

..inflagration I wizard in Philadelphia, and the danger- 
state of affairs in the crowded business section of 

that city, the New York "Commercial Bulletin," of 
I tiesday last says the matter in question is attracting 

w ide attention in tire underwriting circles, and a num­
ber of well-known fire insurance companies have dis­
continued taking risks in the imperiled district. The 
city's water supply is entirely inadequate, the build 
mg law» are very loose and the fire department is not 
particularly good. Here is a serious combination of 
langerons conditions: First, buildings poorly built,

I aving their walls cut through and grouped into de­
partment stores or other large establishments; second, 
a collection of antiquated street water mains, origin 
ally of village size, and rendered of smaller capacity 
by the sediment and incrustations of many years' 
Hurd, a fire <lc,»artnicnt that is not notably well man-

year, and what each
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The number of roads comprised in above table is

*11 mile*
group included MT-MX miles of road, 

S.Vf'-'o.tXtN against $425, 
K*7."»5 11 iff*».), a* shown above, and the net earn 
mgs 1 h 1 mile were $2.(148(■>

172. with an aggr. gate length of 
tff*)8 th.

In

whose mt varmng* wvrv

( on sequent I v a fire has excellent material to feed 
u|s>n; the supply water to quench it is ridiculously 
small, and the men who are to put out a bad blaze, 
with an insufficient supply of water, are not of a high 
grade of efficiency. The fact that Philadelphia is risk- 
mg a serious conflagration has been rqieatcdlv ixiiiit 
ed .mt in these columns, and the authorities have 
known of their weak spot for years. The insurance 
. ompames have lx .me .me heavy loss after another, 
until now their |>atiencc is exhausted. Those still 
jarry.ng lines in the dangerous part of Philadelphia 
bave two remedies for consideration. One is* to 
1 iarKV r»trs vtmimvtiMirate with the great hazard thev 
assiune until the pi,* line system is intixxluced. anil 
the other is to discontinue accqgances of new lines 
and cancel those they already have on their books.

a* against $2,.»t 1 Hj last 
year lb, New N ..rl* "t hr.Hiicle" gives the net earn 
mg- m i*s)f.H December. compared with tb.it moiitli 
m previ.tit* year* .1* follows, we give also tlic 
earning» for each year in the table

. •
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The number of roads being operated varies consi- 
ilerahly hy amalgamations in

1 »rc

jL some years.
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