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best iiitcrcxts. In this view tlieiiwhilc in conf^eriucnco ofa re-

cent aftlictivc visitation, I would ratlior " seek wiicrc to weep;"
yet at tho cull olMuty I am here to-tlay, and iiave chosen the

passage before us, to direct your attention to tli^j duties and conso-

lations of Christian parents under the loss of little children. It

presents to us a uiothur in this position, and under circuiiistanccs

hieh rendered her loss peculiarly distressing. She iiad received

her child when " her huslKind

w

was old," by the direct interposi-

tion of ( iod, and as a special token of His favour. Yet the child

thus remarkably given wa.s in a few years taken away by a sud<tcii

and severe illness. The dispensation naturally lillcd her mind
with s'evere distress. " Her soul," says the rrophet, " is vexed
within her ;" yet in faith she presents her case befoie the prophet,

with hope, probably, that the child might yet be restored to her,

certainly in the assurance that God's plans would not be defeated.

And in humble resignation to the Divine will, whatever might be
the issue, she answers to the cn(iuiry of the prophet's servant
regarding the welfare of hersclt; her husband, and her child:
" It is well."

Our design from these words is lo show, that on the death of
young children, christian parents have reason to say : It is well.

And we shall view it in three aspects—from the state of the de-

parted—from the lemlcncy of the event to promote the welfaro
of survivors, and advance the glory of God.

I.—As regards our departed children them.«e]veg. ^YQ know
not any cireunjstances better fitted to reconcile friends lo separa-
tion tluui the knowledge diat their departure wid promote their

mtcie^^t. And this may especially lead christian p.arciits whoso
children are removed by death, to say, it is well, for

^

l&t. They are freed from viuch suffcr'nig. .'borrow is the jior-

tion of all the children of men hcie below. " ;Man is born to

trouble as the sparks lly upwanls." W'e f^eok not lo deprceiaic
the number and the variety of the blessings of this life.
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froni us the ingratitude, which would impu-n the divine good-
ness, by not recognizing the amount of enjoyments peiuiiltol us
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