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month of M;,y and ^ive it, toKcthor with a small amount of money to
spend on seeds, to a child who has had a garc'en of its own and learnt
'^' love flowers. Do not .ive any hdp in the choosing unless especi-
Hlv ,:sked to do so, and liuut the dnncc to about three or four packets.
I-or a child to ^ct the in.st pleasure out of a ^uaiden it should not have
too mu<h assistance, either in plants or w,;rk. The ^oil should he well
dua up to In^in w:tl,, all el>e should be done bv the juvenile proprietor
and for the garden to be of the most use, it should not be made U.. easy
to get i.lants, so that each one m.v be cherished and new ones mown
from seeds or cuttings. I know fr.,in my own e.xperience when a child
What a source of deliglit luy ga.den was. On coming home from board'
ing-.school to spend the holidays, the tnst thing to be kn.ked at was my
garden. 'J he asM;ciatioi,s with flowers are all good and enlighttnin-
and a love for their, should be most carefully engendered and cherished
in those unhappy

, h.ild.en whera it docs not e.xist naturally. Such how-
ever, are e.xceeding'y rare. 1 h. greatest encouragement to a , hild wh(j
has a garden of its oun, is for the elders to take an interest in ,t, never
decline to go and !o„k at it u lunes c r ask. d to do so, and ab.ve all'things
do not interfere in the airargeutnt and management except to

i
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dLsastrous mistakes
;
small mistakes will do good, by teaching their own

lessons. Now, what die.se g.udens are to children, public gardens are
to the masses, furnishing them with, at the same time, innocent and
beneficial and also engrossing and satisfying c upation.

All public gardens should be scientific ic the extent of having
everything properly named and plainly labelled. The first demand vn hen
anything creates inteiest is to know its name, and it is a great dis
appointment uhen this cannot be obtained. As a matter of history it

IS mteresting to learn that the Royal liotanic Garden at Kew, now the
most extensive sciuuific garden in the world, was far from being scien-
tific at the time it was taken (ner, and the committee appoimed to
investigate the matter, ^^ hen refrning to the fact that few plants were
properly labelled, expressed the following opinion of a garden in that
state: "It is not easy to disa.ver what advantage except that of a
i.lea.sant walk has been derived, by the public, from the privilege of
visiting the garden."

The value of plants as food and medicine is a legitimate field of


