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In this use o! ^vats there is already implied the idea of some

quality in a thing that makes it what it is, and cannot therefore be

altered without the thing ceasing to be- In other words, the maimre

of things is conceived to be determined by the very power which

makes them what they are, and thus to be independent of human

will. Accordingly those phenomena, which are products of nature,

come to-be contrasted as unalterable with those which, being pro-

ducM ol ma^ «•» l»o »)t«<!9<l or itboli^b^ M %9y tiqie by hi» eflprts.

This contrast had already become a familiar commonplace to the

AthMians in the second half of the fifth centusy B. C, as a leMilt

of tiM priinitiv* philosophical movements o< the praoading century.

In Ae BpeoulatiMia of Sophist and Socratic alike tba aatidhena ia

quita marked between ^^ts on the one hand, and yo^ioff ot Simf

oi> wixrif on the other. In fact the geaat probleea o« that period

was to ftad out whether the principles of man'a movai life ate baaed

npdn distinctions in nature, or are aserely regulations of human em-

picmmit, ihstitutkms of hifman society, artificen of hum»n iageo-

But along with this idf* of nature being nnaiterable these rans

the idea of its «pity. Tht one feet indeed ia made the covettary o<

the other. ! The essential nature of things ia conceived to be «n-

changeable juat becauae all their pheaomenal changes are auppoeed

to be temporary modifications of some principle which remaiaa lor

ever the same.' To find this prineiple was, frmn the outsit, the

ptobten of all scientifie inquiry. In the laaguag* of early looic

thought this principle came to be spoken of aa aftxnt at least knm

the time of Anaximandef who ia said to have finat used Ae? term in

it* philoaophical aigoificMion. * ^ He r

Among the lonicft monism was thus implicitly assumed. But

It became an explicit feature of speculative thought among the

Pytiiagoteans, wlio may thus be regarded: as the first true mostists.

The monad indeed became with them tAe t^iqf^ of all thilH(B^ and

that in a far mor% rigid sense than with Leibmte. Per the Pytfaa-

monad is really nothing but the abstract idea of unity,—<lhe

aMtraot unity nAiose repetition constitutes all numtiwr^ and eoaati^

tutM^us also the very essence oi all things. V^ ;
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