
HORSES NINE

8^ ered when the man with the cap called

the roll before they rode out for duty.

Tiie other name was "Reddy." That
^ as what the rest of the men in blue

c )ats called him. Skipper noMeed that

he had red hair and concluded that

" Reddy " must be his '^al name.

As for Skipper's name, it was \iTitten

on the tag tied to the halter which he

wore when he came to the city. Skipper

heard him read it. The boy on the farm

had done that, and Skipper was glad, for

he hkcvl the name.

There was much to learn in those first

few weeks, and Skipper learned it quick-

ly. He came to know that at inspection,

which began the day, you must stand

with your nos-; juit on a line with that of

the horse on either side. If you didn't

you felt the bit or the spurs. He mas-

tered the meaning of " right dress,'" ' left

dress," "forward," "fours right," and a
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