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M. Boisson’s resignation from the post of Governor-General of French West
Africa has now been finally accepted by the French Committee of National Libera-
tion. He had already tendered his resignation to General Giraud, after the
latter had, on the 14th March last, publicly repudiated the Pétain régime to which
Boisson maintained that his allegiance was pledged. He none the less realized
that an understanding with General de Gaulle was essential; but he could not
renounce his own loyalties. While this attitude, which received public expression,
led to an equivocal situation in regard to the internal adminisgtratlveFPomtmn of a
territory coming under General Giraud as Commander-in-Chief for French North
and West Africa, Boisson’s support of the Allied cause has been unquestioned
since he rallied to it on the 23rd November last. None the less, the situation has
necessarily become still more equivocal since the establishment of the French
Committee of National Liberation on the 3rd June. Though all political and
refugee prisoners and internees have now been released in West as well as North
Africa (as announced on the 24th June), Boisson’s past anti-Gaullist record is not
forgotten in Dakar itself, where anti-Boisson demonstrations marked the cele-
brations by General de Gaulle’s supporters of the anniversary of the 18th June,
1940. while he has continuously been attacked on the Brazzaville wireless (and
recently even on the Algiers wireless) and in Fighting French publications 1n
London and throughout the world. © On the 24th June he again telegraphed his
resignation to General Giraud. The Committee were informed of the resignation
on the 25th June, and M. Boisson was asked to remain at his post until a successor
can be found. The Allies are insisting that the successor should be acceptable to
them. :

The ‘ Délégations Financiéres,”” which are elected by the Assemblies of
Algeria and control the budget, met for the first time for three years on the 22nd
May, when they were opened by M. Peyrouton., The Chairman of the Finance
Committee subsequently reported that the budget for 1943 amounted to 3.500
million francs, i.e., a 60 per cent. increase over 1939. This budget was approved
by the Algerian Supreme Council in extraordinary session on the 18th June; and
on the 19t Grenerall Catroux, the new Governor-General, terminated the Council’s
proceedings by saying that stocks, especially wheat, should be built up against the
liberation of France, warning them at the same time that the period of restrictions
would not end with the war. In another speech, on the 23rd June, the Governor-
(General made the point that he considered the union of France and Algeria as a
““ Jogma ’’; at the same time the General—who is also Commissioner for Moslem
Affairs in the French Committee of National Liberation—declared that he would
try to solve local problems in such a way as to bring about the complete unity of
the Moslems with France.

One of the matters that has occupied the
latterly the newly-founded French. Committee, has been the position of the
Communist Deputies and of the other Communists in North Africa. Most of
these Deputies had been arrested between September 1939 and April 1940, the
Party, as well as all Communist groups, having been itself dissolved by a Daladier
(overnment decree of the 26th September, 1939—itself largely a consequence of
the Party’s attempt to justify the Soviet invasion of Poland. Sixty of the
seventy-four Communist Deputies were deprived of their seats in January 1940
by a practically unanimous vote of the Chamber and a unanimous vote of the
Senate. Most of the arrests and condemnations took place in the following
March. The twenty-seven Deputies who were actually imprisoned were moved
later to the Maison Carrée prison at Algiers, where Gaullist propaganda has
presented them as victims of the Vichy régime—whose widespread anti-
(‘fommunist measures and sentences in France are, however, distinct from the
pre-collapse sentences on the Deputies. The Deputies were released by General
Giraud towards the end of February last; and in a Press declaration the released
Deputies paid a tribute to Generals Giraud and de Gaulle and proclaimed their
resolve to work with all their might for French union and liberation. Their
illegal weekly—La Lutte Sociale—came out this May with a special May Day
edition. The death of one of their number, M. Prachay, was the occasion of a
ceremonial funeral later in the month. Shortly after the arrival of
General de Gaulle the Communist Party took a prominent part in the ** First
*Congress of Fighting France ’’ held at Algiers in the presence of the General
on the 6th June. On the 8th one of the Communist Deputies, M. Barel, announced
over the Algiers wireless to his comrades in France that ‘‘ the sad period of
oppression which had descended upon France and her Empire shortly before
the present war '’ (i.e., after the signature of the German-Russian Pact in
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