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Zxuyuml-
Ottawa, Jan. 30, 1911.

tfy dear Rlaa Rold,-

I have not bad arv opportunity of answering your 
letter of the 25th imitant before this, us It wan only today 
that I was able to get Into personal oomunioutlon with Nr. 
nut 1er, the new Manager of the Rpringhlll nines. I know he 
was oomlng to Ottawa on other business and thought tha 
oooaslon would be opi>ortune to sooure the latest information 
fron headquarter3.

I night mention that Mr. Dut lor wa3 Deputy 
Minister of Railways and Canals while I wan Deputy Minister 
of Labour, and that having boon oolleagues In thin way, we 
have an Intimate friendship of some years standing. Mr. 
Butler did not hesitate to speak to mo very frankly. What 
he anys In brief la that the Dominion Iran and Stall Company 

* has secured a controlling Interest In the Mines at .'Springhi 11 
and that ho Is now too Manager of that oonoom, Mr. Cowans 
no longer having any say, one way or tho other. Cowans, in 
foot, has loft Sprlnghlll altogether and Is now residing in 
Montreal.

Ur. butler saya he has at proaont about 600 men 
working. Praotioally all ef than have boon brought in alnee 
the strike oonraonoed. lie has recently proposed an arrange» 

‘/oent whioh ho thinks will got over what has boon one of tho 
main difficulties respecting tho allowance to be made for atone 
and whioh will mean an lnorease in tho wages of the neat poorly 
paid laoour, though It nay involve a reduction In some ousos of 
aon highly paid. Ho purposes allowing as many as ho oan of 
those who are out on strike to return and take advantage of the 
now proposal he has submitted provided they are willing to do 
so. He would not be able for about a month to tako on more 
than 100 men should the strike be Immediately declared off 
this number being necessary to olonn up the nine, "out lator 
he would be ablo to add oonsiderablo to this number. If tho 
men now out 6o not tako advantago of tho situation ho proposée 

v/ sending to Scotland and bringing out miners from that oountry.

W. L. Mackenzie Kim? Pacers 
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