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editorial —

Don’t believe
all you see

Guilty. Because I saw it on TV,

It happens every time you turn on the TV lately. Either Michael
Jackson is pleading for the public to treat him with respect, or Loreena
Bobbit is being flashed at us, or we're hearing more about how the
whole Nancy Kerrigan/Tonya Harding story is worthy ofa movie of the
week.

People have always been willing to believe the worst, regardless of
whether there’s any real evidence to support it or not. The problem is
that people hear some bad rumour or news story about a famous
person, and they instantly believe what they want to, before any real
evidence is even presented. How many of you thought to yourselves,
“Yup, he’s guilty,” the moment they heard a boy was suing Michael
Jackson? Remember when you, or your friend, or whoever, all ‘knew’
the old moonwalker was guilty? And how his settling out of court for
untold millions of dollars ‘proves’it? And then remember the examina-
tion he underwent at police orders? The one where they took all kinds of :
photos of his genitals, to compare to the descriptions given by the boy 55 . — . ol =
suing him? It turns out that the results of that examination support
Michael’s side of things after all, NOT the boy’s.

Is he innocent then? Or is he guilty after all? Well, you can stop that
answer before you think it, because we don’t know. And we won’t, until
the final decision comes down from whichever court hears the criminal
case against him. That is, if there is going to be a case. As far as [ know,
nochargeshave even been broughtagainst him yet. Theonly court time
he was looking at was a lawsuit being brought by the boy who alleged
that he was molested, and that in and of itself doesn’t mean a whole lot.
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week.

Now think back to the time you first heard about that figure skater
who got whacked in the knee by some guy. OK, probably some crazed
fan or something, right? Nope. The guy was Tonya Harding’s body-

So now all hell breaks loose because everyone ‘knows’ it was Tonya
Harding who ordered the hit. Because he works for her. Because...

Oh wait, there’s no other evidence. At least there wasn’t at the time,
when everyone and their dog saw visions of Tonya harding’s guilt.
Now, of course, things are looking more bleak for Ms. I larding, but the
whole point is that we should all learn to restrain our judgement until
we know moreaboutany particular issue than the kinds of rumours fed
to us by mass media. Television s far too powerful as a tool of persua-
sion for any of us to take it at face value.

Too often, we all just take a passive role and sit in front of the
television and blindly follow whatever comes out at us. It’s time for us
to re-learn the ability to question what we see, go out and actively
discussitand think about it, and not be swayed bytheanchormanofthe
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Vernon scary

To the editor:

[n response to Steve Vernon’s letter
in the Gazette (January 20) concerning
women’s “irresponsible search for a
scapegoat”:scarytothink I,asawoman,
must be wary and suspicious of all my
male friends, because they mayall try to
rape meinafit of frustration. Does this
mean [ can’t visit them in their dorms,
dear Steve, for fear of their “nudge of
seduction” in the middle of a game of
backgammon crossing that “fine line”
you mentioned and causing me to be-
come another victimized innocent?

Butitappears that, in your world, by
agreeing to play backgammon in the
first place, I was asking for it. Hope I
don’t meet you in a dark alley! Stop
trying to blame the victim. No woman
asks to be raped.

Name withheld by request

like to live in an ideal world where
women areable to walk at night, or pick
up someone downtown (justlikea man
can), butlet’sbereal. Thisisan illusion
and as long as radical feminists con-
tinue to advocate thisillusion we are all
introubleandsociety will never change.

Women don’t seem to get the pic-
ture. If you go home with a guy you just
met, you should be aware of the conse-
quences. We all have a brain and free
will to use it, so why do women keep
putting themselves in dangerous situa-
tions? [ agree that ‘no’ means ‘no’, but
who'skidding who? What I believe Mr.
Vernon was saying is that women have
to be realistic about what is out there
and what results our actions may have.
He was not saying that women should
take complete blame for a rape occur-
ring, but that they are responsible for
not being realistic and thinking about
their actions.

We donotlive in an ideal world. We
live in a world where crime is evident,
stereotypes exist, and prejudice exists.
We must be constantly aware of our
surroundings and of how to protect
ourselvesand our possessions. So then,

Vernon illogical

To the editor:

[ am writing to respond, in accom-
paniment ofa flurry of such lettersIam
sure, toSteve Vernon’sletter “Who’s to
blame” (Gazette, January 20). Perhaps
not content with the airing of this issue
on the UNB campus, Vernon wishes to
stir up the hornets’ nest again? Merci-
fully he is neither university professor
nor trial judge, but his views are none-
theless troubling.

On rape he writes “to criticize the
irresponsible search for a scapegoat”,
but his comments seem to serve this
very end by making women the scape-
godts:'Vernon asserts that victims of
sexual crimes are as blameworthy for
date rape as the rapist, on account of
their naiveté. First of all Mr. Vernon,
naiveté (definition: being childlike,
unsophisticated) is not a crime, just as
your demonstrated ignorance of this
issue is not. Your logic is seriously
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