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Linda Frum continues her attack

‘U of T National disgrace’gA>r,TTC
wasted opportunity in Canadian 
education."

The writer isn’t surprised by all 
the criticism.

“I didn't expect any of the uni- 
I wrote about to be

Windsor and Laurentian a 
‘‘national disgrace".

University officials are already 
attacking Frum’s research.

‘‘Linda Frum's article is as ill- 
documented as possible. I’m fed 
up with journalism that deals in 
generalizations and blanket state­
ments. The article is bullshit,” 
said David Kalusner, acting direc­
tor of the University of Toronto’s 
Medieval Studies department.

U of T president George Con­
nell called the article ‘‘a worthless 
piece of journalism.”

by Isabel Vincent

TORONTO (CUP)
author of the controversial book 
Linda Frum’s Guide to Canadian 
Universities has struck again 
with a recently published aricle, 
Reach for the Mediocre, which 
contends that Canadian post­
secondary education has dropped 
below international academic 
standards of excellence, and that 
most universities are ‘‘soulless 
and alienating.”
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happy,” she said. ‘‘But everybody 
is entitled to their own opinion."

The article is anecdotal and 
unsubstantiated, claims Terry 
Johnston, liaison officer at U of 
T’s Association of Part-Time
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Undergraduate Students.
He cited use of the 1984 Report 

of the Task Force on the Student 
Experience compiled by the uni­
versity’s Faculty of Arts and 
Science. The study showed that 
42 per cent of students felt alie­
nated, but methods used to obtain 
the results were ‘unscientific’, 
Johnston said. The information 
was compiled from randomly dis­
tributed questionnaires and open 
forums. Only 800 were returned.

Frum dismissed' complaints 
about her research methods, sug­
gesting that they are a defensive 
and easy form of attack.

“I feel better already. It’s very 
hard to get figures on student 
satisfaction. I feel that the surveys 
I cited were extremely compara­
ble. If people are critizing me on 
these points I feel I’m in pretty 
good shape. I think it (thearticle) 
stands on its own.” Frum said 
in her article that the solution to 
university problems included res­
tricting accessibility and hiking 
tuition fees.

The U of T’s Klausner feels 
Frum doesn’t address the root 
problem of Canadian universi­
ties: government underfunding.

“We have our problems here 
and we could be better, but the 
provincial and federal govern­
ments have chosen not to fund us 
adequately,” said Klausner. “Our 
capacity to deliver good under­
graduate education is down.”

Klausner also disagrees with 
Frum’s notion of a two-tiered 
university system that would 
place “gifted” students in two or 
three elite universities and medio­
cre students in middling

The woman would NEVER 
for the Conservatives. Herrun

sense of a) humour and b) justice 
sharp for that sort of

The piece, published in this 
month’s Saturday Night maga- 

calls the universities ofis too 
nonsense.

Frum called the University of 
Toronto “the most tragically

zine,
Toronto, Manitoba, Regina,

It's easy because we give you 
the answer! Watch the 
advertising section of any 
GoTime monitor at the 
following locations between 
October 1 and November 10 
and you’ll see the answer 
displayed:

Your October Student Metro 
Pass Is Your Ticket To:

Win Free
Unlimited Travel On All 
Metro Transit Routes 
For Next Term!

1 Scotia Square Duke Bamngton Entrance
2 Scotia Square Lotto Information Booth
3 United Book Store Barrington Street
4 Maritime Mall. Barrington Street
5 Lotto Booth Halifax Shopping Centre
6 Sears—West End Mall Mumford Road
7 Dartmouth Shopping Centre
8 Dartmouth Sportsplcx
9 Dartmouth Ferry Transit Terminal 

10 Penhorn Mall

All you have to do is find out how many 
more cars would be on metro streets each 
weekday if Metro Transit service didn’t exist9

Jot the answer down on your October student 
Metro Pass along with your name, address and 
phone number and return it to the entry boxes at 
the following Metro Pass outlets by November 10 
1988

1 Saint Mary s University. Student Information 
Booth

2 Dalhousie University Book Store Student 
Union Building

3 Mount Saint Vincent Corner Store Student 
Union Building

4 information Lotto Booth. Dartmouth Shopping 
Centre

5 MacDonald Lottery Ticket Wicket Barrington 
Place Mall Barrington Street

6 J&J Lotto Booth West End Mall. Halifax
7 Lotto Booth. Downsview Mall

First Prize: one student will win six (6) months of 
free travel on Metro Transit. They will receive 
six (6) Student Metro Passes valid January 1989 
through June 1989
Second Prize: three students will receive one (1) 
January 1989 and February 1989 Metro Pass 
each
Third Prize: four students will win a January 1989 
Metro Pass
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The student Metro Pass costs S32 a month and is 
valid on all Metro Transit regular and express 

--------routes during a one calendar month period
; universities.

“It’s a hateful idea. The two- 
tiered system goes against the 
accessibility of education," 
Klausner said.

Fred Wilson, president of the U 
of T Faculty Association, notes 
that Frum recalls with nostalgia 
the elitist system of the 1950s. He 
said the sentiment is “misplaced” 
as it recalls a time when women 
and ethnic minorities were barred 
from post-secondary education.

Officials in the university’s 
admissions department are con­
cerned that Frum’s negative pub­
licity may affect U of T 
enrollment.

» *•

October Metro Passes are on sale 
now until October 10th.

Be sure to enter. . . you may not have to spend a 
cent to travel anywhere in Metro next school term!!

MetroTransit >NS


