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Medicare won’t finance abortions

By JOYCE OULLETE

The New Brunswick Govern-
ment will not help finance
abortions through Medicare.

Neither will the government
quietly sit by and let Dr. Henry
Morgentaler establish an abor-
tion clinic in the province.

Health and Community Ser-
vices Minister Raymond
Frenette announced at a press
conference last Friday the pro-
vince’s new policy in response
to the Supreme Court’s recent
ruling.

Therapeutic abortion com-
mittees have been abolished in
all provincial hospitals. In-
stead, a woman considering
having an abortion must seek
approval from a physician and
an obstetrician or gynocologist
who will decide if the opera-
tion constitutes a medical
necessity. The province can
also seek legal authority for a
second opinion.

But while there is no prohibi-
tion on abortion, there is also
no prohibition on anyone set-
ting up an abortion Cclinic.
“There is no prohibition to
prevent any body from doing
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anything,”” added Lockyer.
According to David Gibbs,
Director of Communications of
the Department of Health, the
recent Supreme Court ruling
has left the provinces in a state
of confusion. ““There’s a need
for the federal government to
enact legislation to give the

province more direction.”” ex-
plains Mr. Gibbs.

Mr. Gibbs continued that the
Supreme Court’s recent ruling
on abortion does not mean
that there is no prohibition in
this country. It merely means
that the therapeutical abortion
committees which were set up

New reading

As of Sunday, February 7th,
there is a new non-profit infor-
mation, resource, and referral
service open at 384 Queen
Street. The Reading Room is a
welcome addition in this
building, which alréady
houses the Rape Crisis Centre
and a feminist counselling ser-
vice for victims/survivors of
abuse and incest. Founders
Elizabeth Blaney and Nancy
McFarland decribe the Reading
Room as ‘‘an informal
worker's co-operative,”” run
entirely by volunteer efforts
and donations of money,
books, and furniture.

Both women and men are in-
vited to browse their growing
collection of books and
periodicals. The. Room has a
variety of material at present,
including articles by a Van-

couver men’s group (Men

Against Rape) which Blaney
invites local men to study if
they are interested in forming
such a group. Moreover,
Blaney and McFarland
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welcome papers of ‘‘alter-
native publication’” which they
will gladly make available to
the public through the Room'’s
library. The space is also made
available, free of charge, to
women’s circles for their
meetings.

Blaney and McFarland in-
dicated that the women con-
nected with The Room have
much experience with other
women’'s groups and services
in the area. The members will
therefore act as a referral ser-
vice helping those who come
to The Room to find the
counselling or information
they may need.

There is also hope that The
Room will begin publishing a
newsletter focussing on local
women’s issues, sometime
this spring. Fredericton once
had a feminist newspaper, the
Equal Times. That paper fold-
ed in the early 1970’s, but the
Reading Room women have a
press and plenty of ideas
ready to pick up where the
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under the Criminal Code are
unconstitutional since they do
not guarrantee the same ac-
cess in every porvince.
Morgentaler has said he
wants to help the province
build abortion clinics which he
said would be cheaper, faster,
more modern and up to 20

times safer than abortions per-
formed in hospitals. If the
government does not set up
clinics, Morgentaler said he
would take the government to
court.

But if he does, according to
Premier McKenna, he would
have a fight on his hands.

room opens

Equal Times left off.

Those of you who were
wondering where all the
feminists were during the male
stripper controversy might
consider dropping by The
Room to see what's what in
women'’s issues.

The Room is open Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4
o.m.; and Tuesday and Thurs-
day evenings from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. . Their phone number is
450-2942.

O.C.S.A.

welcomes new-year

By Ronald W. Carver

The O.C.S.A. had a dinner
welcoming in the New Year
last Saturday (Feb. 11th).

According to the Chinese
calendar their New Year starts
Feb. 17th and this year is ““the
Year of the Dragon’’ which is
considered a very lucky year to
have babies. So everyone get
busy!!

Anyway, Saturday was an
evening that 1 considered en-
joyable. The meal was alright
but would have been. better
had it not been cold. Other

than that the evening in my
mind was a success that
everyone there seemed to en-
joy. Some of the highlights of
the evening included a martial
arts demonstration by the Wei
Chin Kung-Fu school, the lion
dance, as well as the chopstick
dance. The most impressive
event 1 saw or should 1 say
heard was the velm impressive
nstrumental of the Zeng

1 would also like to com-
mend the M.C.’s for the event
and to the O.C.S.A. 1say “‘hats
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Last Wednesday was the start of the Chinese New Year.
The new year Is the “Year of the Dragon,”” replacing the

" “Year of the Rabbit.”
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