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DEPUTY SHERIFF EVIACK'S energy was at
low ebb as he made camp at the Falls on
the west branch of the Montroal River
neur where it debouched into Matchewan

Lake. The strennous soarch and exhaustive work
up -the west brauch, culminuting in the raid upon
Lavicienne's bliud-plg on the shores of Mislinion
Lake, had had its effect upon even Drury Eviack's
mighty trame. While he upturned bis canoe against
a -tamarack root, ho sighed, and that sigh confided
to the wilderness Iu general that this expedition in
the iuterests of law and order was the toughest ho
had ever undortaken. Such back-breaking porýtaging,
such norve-fraying awaiting of opportunities, and
such liound-uosed ferreting ont of dlues, Eviack had
neyer knowu, althougl for six years lue had heen
murahal 0f a backwoods county in the wilds of the
State of Maine. That was before ho had joined the
Canadian force and been sent north as a red-lignt
spotter.

A new Brunswlckian by birth, struight as a pino
and tough as the pine's vital roots, Eviack was
emlnently fitted for the muscular test imposod by
the Montreal River district patrol, and for the norvo
s'train lmpeuding on his peculiar duties. But lie
fouud ýout thut lie had need of bis high-teuslon point
Of Courage and of -his last ounceo0f sinew. Ho was
lu1 a new, unbi.tted country, whoro they played noth-
ing but mon's gameýs, and comanlttod only men's
crimes. Iu this new country the deputy sherlif suw
that they looked upon life lu the sitrcing llght of
lconseqluoence. Thoy drank gooýd fortune or vicissi-
tud'e et one draught and calýled it fino. And those
WhlO took crime to their bosoms, took it ln its en-
tirety. Haîlf-meusures were consigned to the dovil
as weak traits of charactor. Commandmonts were
nolt cracked with mathematical exactitude of design,
Pieced with suporb delîcacy, and hold together with
the elastic bauds of conscience. Insitead, they woro
smashed witî a bang that ecliood like the Falls of
the Lady Evolyn.

Aud sudh a banging had rung lu tho oars of the
Iaw for months lu counection witli the Lavicienne
affair tha-t flannel-shirted and unstarrod sleuths had
taken the trail that leud-s by many a secret way ta
the Northi Bay courts. Lavicienne's
hang-out, was a big loýg cabîn on the
Oast shore of Mîsilion Lake. It ex.
isted under the guise of an ludepon-
dent trading post ln competîtion wîth
the Hudson's Bay Company and, the
Rteviblo(ns, and it could be reachod by
going up the west brandli of the Mont-
roal or crossing over from the mnain
Moutreal by a matter of three lakes
aud four portages commencing ut the
fo«ot f Matchewan. Long ugo the
cubîni lad been spotted as a blind-pig
and a red-light resort. But spotting Is
Ofle thing andi conviction is ,another.
They are as far removed froni oach P
Gther as the brinks of a broad canyon,
and cleverness Is the long trestle Ébat
bridges the gulf. However, the sourcd-
liglit of perseverunce had finally plerced
the velling maze of baffllng'and Intan-
gIble Clues. Thle rurnour of a woman's
deatl ut Lavlenne's prlcked a pin
hOle fer -the llght. And Deputy Sherliff
DrurY Eviack wa the mïan ta rip away
the screen.

F ROM the vîewpoIu.t of the law,th
raid by haitf a dozen 'constables
wasi ontirely successful. Only one

man, Oplo Duchablng, had eëcaped, and
there wero hopes '6f bis capture. In-
Spector, Caldbeck: had- congratulated,
Eylack on the Part lie played, and hint-
-ed at promnotion, but froni Evlack's per-
sonlal v'eWPtint, the raid wo.s not a suc-
Cess. Ris wliole belng wtas sore tram
the UflOXPeoted problng of an &Id
wauucIl. His pride was, trumpled on.
And liii conscience was thrown Into
the discard. For lie knew lie ladt
shlrked his full duty the niglit of the
raid. A sudden Impulse, ne doubt lu-
flan enOugli and merclfuli enougli, bail
dSused hlm te, betray the well'deflnedl
PrlncîIples ot iaw and arder, and lu the
mnelee w-hlch tolloweâ the rush upon
Lavicilne'e cabin lie had let a girl
go by.

Intermittent flashlng of dark luntoras
had stabbod the gloom Into 'w-hcli tlie
v0luftary smashlng of lglts plunged
the hang-out at the raiders' approacli.
The numiber of the raiders, six, allotted
a man ta each doar and ta each Win.
dow~, and Evlack's lantern glared ful
Upon the glrl's face as lie klcked In li8
doo)r. Recognition took place ln that

flsh ecogitin that struck the depuýty
sheMf had e blow. The face was anehl, ad ko <n owu on the New Bruns-
w'kk-Man, border, known too well for
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his own peace. For Necra Nevin was fresh-cheeked,
blue-eyed, and innocent then, and Eviack knew she
hiad liked him well before their quarrel the day he
arrested old Kale Nevin for border smuggling.
That was a bitter thing týo do, but Eviack had doue
it, thon promptly resigned and came to the Cana-
dian North. That ever Necra Nevin should corne
into this world again lie did flot permit hlm-
self to imagine even in his wildest hopes and vision-
ingsý, and the slght of her in Lavicienne's cabin stag-
gered hlm. He fell bacli a step in amazement, then,
realizing bis duýty, barred the door again. But
recognition had been mutual. The girl was not
slow to catch at the chance. Eviack found her eyes
pleading with him, liquid eyes full of softness as a
fawn's, and witli gri-m resolve he snapped shut his
lantern side lest they might persuade him. But in
the dark, as his shoulders filled the doorway, two
arms were round his neck and Necra was strain-
ing for freedom and beseeching hlm to stand aside.
A second he wavered. Then, with a sýound lu his
throat that was haîf choke and hait curse, he stood
aside and lot lier rush past.

I NSIDE the cabin ail was uproar, and before the
depu'ty sherliff *could block the doorway again,
a man's figure bolted through on the heels of the

girl.
"Stop!" commanded Eviack, from the door lie

dared noit leave a second time.
Thon his Colts' barked, but Oplo Duchabing's

mocking yelI from the tangled spruce growth told
that ho was unhit.

Eviack firod again, futilely, and jumped into the
room. A groat wrath at Oplo Duchabiug's escapo
surged ovor hlm. Ho manhandled Lavicionne and
Lavicieune's guests with savago strengfth, his huge
form towering over ail ln the place. In five minutes
every one was haud.cuffed, but the sight of these
beaton loto submission did flot cure Eviack's wrath.
Duchabing was not one of the sullen row that sat

on the bunks. And Duchabing would have boon one
of tflem if ho had not let Nocra Novin escape!

Oplo Duchabing was a vicious quartor-breod. Cree
blood showed lu his dark skin and featuro casting.
He talked bad English with a Scotch burr, and gos-
tured like some anciont French forbear. His record
was black, and if the secret places of the wildorness
could have spoken, Oplo would have paid his reckon-
ing long before. He had the creativo braiu of a
devil, and, according to trappers and rivermen, what
villanios stood so scored against hlm wore inventions
of atroclous gonlus. Ris address for months past
had boon the wide Northland. Ho was skilfully
koeping beyoud the poking fingers of the law, and
the persistent forelinger which annoyed him most
was tho deputy sherliff, Drury Eviack. Duchabing
liad boastod -that ho would do for Eviack. The
deputy sherjiff knew of Opio's býoast, and ho yearned
to moot the quartor-breed. On -the night of' the raid
his chance had corne, and he had let it go. It did
not soothe Eviack's feelings any to hear the other
prisoners brag insolen-tly about Duchabing's escape,
nor to hear Inspoctor Caldbeck lament the one pioce
of bad lucli attendant on the coup. Nobody mou-
tioned the girl. Noue of the other raiders seemed to
know that Lavlcienne's crowd lacked a female rnem-
ber. Five other sorrowful-eyed women had been
packed off, shacklod with the mon, and Caldbock,
apparently Ignorant of Eviack's double responsi-
bility, lauded his aggressive measureýs.

Because a whisper connectod Oplo Duchablng
with the deaith of the woman at Lavlclenne's, tUe
deputy sherliff feit his failure more deeply. So ho
askod the Inspector's permission to take Up the
quarter-breed's trail while the other constables went
down to Nor-th Bay with the prisoners. From Mis-
linion Lake he ýtraced Duchabing up the west branc:j
to the forking of Pigeon and Duncan Lakes, but
Duchabing was crafty. He went up Duncan Lake to
Duncan Croek, took the cut-across to the Montreai
aga4n and escaped down-river. Where the quarter-
breed would hoad trom there Eviack could not
guess, but he hiniself was out of supplies, and ho
was maklng for Fort Matchewan. The Fort lay some
distance below the mouth of the west branch, and

the deputy shorlif wont into camp at the
Falls with the intention of indulglng in
a mucli-ueedod sleep and reachîng
Matchewan next day. 0f late ie, hadn't
been able to sloop mucli. Two dîsturb-
ing oloments filled his mmnd and 'kept It
working overtime. The apparition of
Necra Nevin fiYing from Lavlcloune's
hang-out had knocked his brulu ail
askew, and the erratie canoo flights iiA
had taken during the ensuing wooks,
coupled witli the faiure to get Oplo
Duchabing, d-id not make for mental
order. For Eviack wus wllderness borr.,
and nothîng Irritates the wllderness
born more than ta face a prohlem. wvhlch
seems Insoluble.

O N the rock wull above the Fais
Evluck wedged two sticks ln the
tamarack root ta keep his canoe

from being upset by the wlnd whlch
had a dlsconcertlng habit of sprlnging
from the river pools ut midnight, taking
liberties wlth ene's blankets, and roîl-
ing cooking utensîls about the rocks
like rnerry -tambourines. When lie had
spread his blankots underneath bis
canoe, ho stood looking ut theni un-
docidedly. Flnally ho klckod them
aside wlth the -tee of a worn Cruiser and
walked off ta a balsam, clump, returnIng
wlth an armfni of sprlngy bougli ends
whIch he pracooded to Iuy ln rows
overlapping each, othor for a couch on
the granite, Hie toIt too sore from. the
shoulders'down ta essay sleeping as he
always dld, on the hurd, rock with a
duck jacket under hîs liead. A little of
bis feeling was muscle soreness, 'but
more of lt was somethlng Insîde, some-
thing which ached dully and reniorse-
fully.

The blaze of hîs camp fire In a. mns-
ure rolloved his discouragement, se that
he began ta 'hum an old river song ho
had flot sung sinco leavlng Maine. Its
rhythm liad a soothlng effeot, and ho
contlnued ta hum the sang as he clam-
bered down the rocks ta MIî his ball-
handled Coites pot wlth river water.

Beneatli hlm the great whiripool
above the Falls wrlthed and clrclod wlth
serpentine twists of surge and ripple.
Owlng ta Evlack's nearness ta lt, the
spot whloh ho formerly looked upon as
a portago-maker took on a dIfferent and
mare deadly aspect. It seemed &,j
If an Immense mine shaft had been

*~~ sunk: across the river's course by a
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