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THF, county of Perth as brougt out some
distinguîslied men; but if one were asked
offliand which two are the most notable
from that Scotch county, lie would say in-,stantly Alex. MacLaren, M.P. for North Perthi and

the dheese-king of Canada, Chief Justice Idingtor.
of the Supreme Court, and Judge Mabee. The newChairman of the Railway Commission raxnks as per-laps the most singularly notable man that ever came
out of middle Ontario.

Up tilI tliree years ago Mabee in Stratford wasjust plain Mabee; a lieavy-set, stern-looking man ofrather portentous mien; a man that to, the strangerwlio miglit meet hi on~ the street where lie livednot far from the railway station looked as thouglilie mniglit be anything but a glad-hand politician.
And Lawyer Mabee was neyer a great stumper, norwas lie a man wlio went about with particularlywînning ways. But lie was an organiser. Betterthan anything else lie was a lawyer; a man not oferudition in the law, but anl original personality thatkniew the interpretation and the spirit and the gaine
of law. They say of Mabece that in scliool at Strat-ford, where lie was born, lie was by no0 means bril-
liant. This lias been said of many other big men;even of soie learned men. In Stratford a boy liadperliaps soine encouragement to be erudite, for the
place lias a classic fiavour; an eminently Shake-
spearian town that of late years lias gone over to
factories and forgotten Shakespeare. In that citythiey have an Avoni and it rises som-ewliere near the
town; it requires to bie daxnmed to mnake a lake andthe& town lias a lake; but there is no navigation on
tItis Avon, because the inhabitants lad ratIer the
classîc îiemory of Shakespeare; so tliey have a
Romieo Ward ini qh1pfl 2 ~ -2, ~A T,1-L

that made lis analysis a very telling thing in theconduct of a brief. A man who liad a grievance toair in court liad better keep away from Mabee if liewere engaged as opposing counsel, for Mabee liad away of keeping things out of court by giving theopposition a scare in lis office. fie was able toconvince the man wlio liad the stronger case that liewas trembling on the verge of a collapse in lisevidence; so that it seemed prudent sometimes tokeep out of court if that big, black-visaged man wasýto do the hattering.
But the essential Mabee was a big, off-lianded,bluff ian; good in a club or anywliere you miglitmeet lii; a ian wlio when lie spoke said thinkysthat made liii wortli listening to; not much of anorator perliaps, and yet capable of -being. very im-pressive on the platform or in the court. But ofcourse, like a lot of other big men, Mabee was under-estimated. There were few men in Stratford out-side the legal profession perliaps who ever. took the

trouble to prediet that in Mabee some day in spiteof politics or immurement in a small inland city, abig personality would shove out. He was not talkedof haîf as much as genial John Brown or NelsonMontejth. He neyer courted public attention; neyercared mucli for publicity in the press. Once in awhile when he got roused over something lie satdown and wrote a letter to the paper; when hie didhe had 110 hesitation in telling the editor that a spadewas a spade, and that if a club was a club lie probablyhad it. There was a fist in the Mabee letter to'thenewspaper, just as there was a jolt in the Mabeespeech in court.
Witlial Mabee had a very good time in the oldtown, and it is quite likely that from lis presenteminence on the Chair of the Railway Commissionhie looks back at the old days in Perth with a good,deal of humorous regret,' for there was alwaysïomething of the big, hearty boy about Mabee; aman that liked lis fellows and had a good time witlithe best of them.
After his defeat by McLaren, Lawyer Mabee wasflot long a private citizen of Stratford. Less than ayear afterwards lie was appointed Cliairman of theCanadian section of the International Waterways<Commission. Hie knew very littie about waterexcept that once in a while he went fishing in thestreams of Perth, which are not very big. But itwas soon discovered that when Mabee had to dealwvith the problem of preserving Niagara, and deepen-îng the Limekiln Crossing, and conserving the levelof the GrLiks e was a good level man to sitîutechair. Besides, lie was something of a Niagarawhen it came to battering down a bad argument;at the saine tinie lie was as patient as job when liehiad to listen to reason, and lie carried his knife by'neans of whidi lie let occasional swift jabs of liglitinito the situation. In this respect he was a Judgeeven when lie was dhairman.

Wlien the Commission became defunct it was aueasy miatter to translate Mabee to the Bencli of theHîli Court. That was less than three years ago,wlien the mnan packed up and left the old town, anda lot of people felt that a big man liad suddenly lefta large, unfillable hole in tlie commiunity. But'theybegan to read about the Judge; and the Judge re-mnained the mnan that lie was i11 tlie old Perth days-analytical and silent, and strong when it camne to adecision. fis decisions were lumninous, and lisrebuke fromi the Bondh was as sharp as the choppingaxes that once hewed clown tlie trees of Perth. fiehad no particular penchant for formiai dignity; butlie lad a clean, strong mind that liated catit andred tape.
Chairman Mabee lias a big workbfr iT
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