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iterest in the lire protection
It would pay the railways
far more efficient to have
fire patrolmen under a sep-'

lepartment head. The reduc-
damage dlaims would pay for

pense many times over. Just
uinteer fire-fighting is out of

is amateur forest lire protec-
i maintenaInce-of-way depart-

,rudg-es every cent spent on
otection and this attitude fil-
'wn to the section men.

WVaitiTng for Rain.
,our work for conservation of
iber rçsources is wasted if we
coniquer the fires. When I

ent into the woods in Quebec,
told one day that there were
.1 along a river. "Why don't
t them out or prevent them,"
[. "Oh, you can't help having

is impossible to put themn
XVe'1l get ram pretty soon."
15 attitude lias changed and
tlook is very hopeful. The
'al attempt at lire protection
ade in 1908 and now alter
rears we have 38.5% of the
1 area of the Province under
t co-operative protection, and
-otection is becoming- moire
Dre efficient each year. Co-
ve lire protection is flot onîly
Fficient. blut it i- muwh -hp1n

have done in helping along this
movement, showing thereby their
board-mindedness and their sense of
responsibility for this great provin-
cial asset placed in their care. In
every way they have helped, often at
political inconvenience to, themsel-
ves f rom members of Parliament
trying to, save their constituents
fromn punishment for infraction of
the fîre laws and others who did not
want to spend any money in protect-
ing their limits. Mr. Allard is now
at work on amendmaents to the Pro-
vincial fire laws which will bring.
them. up to date and make them
easier of enforcement and do away
wvith some abuses. The settier and
the woodsman living so in the
wilderness lias naturally becomie
ignorauft of the law and contem-ptu-
ous of it, but this condition is rapid-
ly chianging for the better.

The Governrnent Loses.
0f the 70,000 square miles of tim-

ber limits unrder license in Quebec
about 10,000 square miles are burnt
and have flot yet commenced to re-
produce themselves. At an average
of 2,500 board feet per acre, this
mneans a loss ta the gaverfiment of
$15,000,000 in stumnpage dues and
for the 8,500 square miles reproduc-
ing, but which will flot be ready to
cut for .50 years, a large loss of
revenue due to the interest for this
long period. When licenisees awake
to the fact that they are payinig the
Goverrument $5.00 per square mile
per annum for lands from which
they cannot get a eut, or at least not
for fifty years, and release thiese
limits to the Covieriimin+l f' +1- L-;


