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party. I remember when several gentlemen
on this side of the house sRupported the Go-
vernment on the guestion of Education against
the upin’ons of a majority of their friends, and

- T'am glad to be able to say that the people now

endorse the action we then took.
... .Mr. LocRE—Nal

Mr. BLANCHA
Shelburne with his ten thousand people say
“no,”'but T ask him to come to Invgreess wih
its twenty thousasd sounls, and he will hear a
very difforent story. They will tel)l him that
we gave themn a great boon when we gave them
free schools—a system of Education atovethat
-.enjoyed by the people of England, and which
‘has obtained the encomiums of .the publicists

" of that country. (Hear, hear.}. -

TFhe hon. member for East Falifax seemed
to be remarkahl
means used by the American diplomatists, to
purchase sunport in Legislatares. For oy
'gart‘l do not know anything about the matter,

ut I think that American ‘diplomatists: who
sbould attemps to approach the Parliamént at
Ottawa, would be met in the same manner
they would be in this Legislature. .

‘When we are told that we ought to have an
appeal to the people I conterd this is an Ame-
rican goctrine. But even inthe United States
what is the practice? Conventions are elected
and held for the purpose in view, But does
the convention finally settle the question? No.
It goes from that convention to the polls to be
reaffirmed by the pcople. 'Fhevotes are given,
and the whole are-connted. and if there iz a
majority of “ayes,” the “ayes™ carry it,and
if the majority is in the negative, the *nays”
carry it Can we have a plebiscite undersuch
cironmstances? I take Hants, Kings, Queens,
Shelburne, and Victoria, the nnited population
of which amounts to 65000 having 16 represen-
tatives, Now,on the other hand, take Camber-
land, Inverness, Aunapolis, Lunenburg asd
Gape Breton, baving unitedly a population’ of
97,300 and only 14 members. How, undersucha
system of representation, can we éxvect to get-
afair verdict from the. people? "It ‘takes two
men tii Iniverness to b equal t0 ‘one man 'in
Shelburne.: Pictou has 35,000 people, and
four members—or the same' nuinber thag
Kings bas with half the population. How,

+then, ¢onld ‘any house returned affer an elec-
4ion fairly and unmistakably represent the
-awishes of the people? I recollect when' there
-wag a majority of two in favor of the Govern~
.ment in this House—this wag-in the firat ses-

-gion .of the house elected ip 1859-—~and the Pro-.

wincial Secretary proved to his own satisfac.
tion that he had a majority of 15,000in the Pro-
wince.*Suppose we should come back here with
suill. majerity oun oue side or the other, yet it
might'be that the. couuties having the least
votes would carry the day. The party of
Union might acsnally have  the majority of
people oti’ tLeit side, and yet bs out-voted.in
. this hougé under our system of representation,
I say to'the people of 1he county that I repre-
sent—I voted for the gemeral . principle of as.
gessment for gchools on’ the ground that it
would be found in timé a .great boon to the
" eountry. ' X did-so in the.faceof a strovg popu-
‘lat’ feeling azaingt the measure, and yat to-
mirtow I could go back to'the people.and take
“# two-thirds majority ol th gestion’ But
.even were it otherwise, I would have DBéen
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well acquainted yvith the-

been dofeated on a great gemeral primciple
which must prove in time of great advantage
to the country.. -Ou the present guestion I am
influenced by the same feelings. A majority
of the people may he opposed to the measure,
but I know nevertheless that the time is not

-far distant when they will watmly thank me

for having supported it,

Ve are told that this is'an arbitrary exer-
cise of power-—that it i3 golng to prevent ug
going into @ better place after we die. May
we venturs to hope that the good we did in
carrying. the edueation measure will be ac-
ceptad.as a set-off to the wickednesa we are
about to commit? - - .

There.are some members in this honse who

~ will remember when Capée Breton was dn in

dependent province~~when it had a_govern-
ment of its own and managed itg own affairs,
The British Howse of Commons did not ask
the opinion of -the people ot Cape Breton, or
even of Nova 8cotia, on the subject, but by an
act of a few lines annexed the island to Nova
8cotia, with only twe members. .The union
was gffested, and for a long while you could
find hiardly a dozen men jn the whole island
who did_ not express themselves against the
annexation  There was an old gentleman who
was Attorney General of Cape Breton pre-
vious to the Ualon, and he spent alt his time
and energies in endeavouring to bring ahout a
separation, until floally ke found bimself all
alone. When he died, afew years ago, he was
the last man who could saythat the union was
an injury to the island. €ape Breton went in-
to the union with only two members, but in
the course of timie the number increased, and
now she hag nine representatives in 3 house of
fifty-five. 1f Cape Breton gets justice it is be-
cause we are boupd to have it—because there
is not @ government in this country that would
dare to ignore the claims of tbat is¥aud for 2
single-year. ¥ wonld lilke to see the govern-
ment that wouwla do gross injustice teo Cape
Breton.. o
" Hon. PROVINGFAY SECRETARY—You would
net lile to see it. t .

Mr. BuANcHEARD~I would have liked to ree
the Provincial Secretary tey it three years ago -
—how soon my hon friend .from Cape Breton
and the other mermbers ‘would have thrown
over the government. o o

Mr, BOUKINOT-~And 80'F would.' - -
" Mr. BLANCHARD—And how gladly would ¥
have assisted bim. -So it will be at Ottawa,
No Govarnment can dare resist the- elaims o
this Province whilst onr members are true to
themselves and the interests they represent..
-+ Prediciions-are the order of the day. We
have the hon ‘member from East Halifax in
one breath say that this country—that is to say -
the Confederacy—is to be'a monarchy exeeed- .
ingly like Mexico. Another prediction, in the
next Breath, from the same source, is: that we
are to have a President and be a republic.
Thego two predictions do not agree with each
‘other. . Again he says that he will speud the
remainder of his days in sndeavouring to des-
troy this Confederation. I make nopreténsions
to being a prophet, or the son of a prophet, but I
-venture to pradict ‘that-ers many years.pass

v, he will be found very like. old Gibhons, of

.Gape Breton, splitary and alone, and. grey in

‘harness, the oply surviving exponéit of anti-

¥

aunion principlés, . Ha will be fouiid for the re- -

wiedge that I'had ‘maikider’ of "his"days fretting' and frowning



