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Wu know that there are many cases which, would scem to, justify
this conclusion; but we cannot assent to -its truth as a gencrali
proposition. Now and thon an inspired onie, like Burns, may burst
the fetter,,. circunmstauces have imposed uponi hlma; and, iu spite of
poverty, negflect and ili-requited daily toi], niay leave rich legacieca
of song to future admirers. But how mauy, -not possessing the
ardent temperamient of Burns, lu whose breiasts the calmer and
parer fires of poesy have sltimbercd, have never had those fires
fanned into a living flamo, but have rather had thein quecchcd by
the position they found allotted te thema in the world, or by the
spirit of the times in which they !ived! Indeed, the general ten-
dency cf the thouglits aud speculations which occupy meu's inind%
in any ors, must influence mnore or 1cms the highcst efforts of genius.
Iu an age of ehivalry and martial enterprise, the subjects ivhich,
have eonstituted the commrn elements of the best epie and Jyrie
poetry, occar in abundance, and readilyimpress poetic temperamients.
In an age of trade aud commerce, tbere is less to influence the
imagination, and the poetry of the time wiIl assume an entirely dif-
f'crent character. And iu such an age, it 18 not likely that many
truc poets will appear. It seemis to be a law cf nature, thiat poct.9
and orators should seldcm come singly, but q!most always in
groups ;-that before "lone bright, partieular star," whose brillîane.y
had shone eut saddenly upon the world, bas paled its ray, another,
sud yet another shoffld burst upon the vicw, aud ail continue for a
tisse to shine on together, ecd with its own pecuiliar lustre. Cer-
tainly, it woald be hardly rigbt te infer from this tint the spirit cf
the re£spective ages ia which sach. const.ellations of geniuB have
ariren, was the only force that called them into existence. Yet it
would be just as fair te draw such an infereuce, as te assert that
neither the circumistanees surrounding the individus), ner tie
character cf the tisses, has power toe heck the utterancea of thLe
poet.

Althougi there is a very general expectation entertained nt pre-
sent, that a great poet,%ýi1 shortly appear, the truth, iu car humble

jadmet, sthat in spite cf number1es msettions to the contrary,
th=pri fthe sge iu m-hich we live, is hostile te the growth cf
poetry; aud that the influence of that spirit is feit ln au especial
mnauner in Amnerica. By the spirit cf our age, we mean that dis-
position or tendeacy which we usually eaul its utilifrLrianism. Every
objeet of pursuit, nowadsys,-every calliug sud profession, every
enterprise, is estimated and followed -vith sole refereuce te, its di-
rect, palpable, demonstrable, utility. The question, cui bcoo?
What is the use of it? \Vhatgood will cosse cf itî -What w-il
be gained by it ?-or something sissilar, 18 lu every body's mouti ;
and unlesa you eau answer that question satisfactorily, there is an
end of the argument, sud yon m-ay as wcll abandon your plan or
theory at once.

"The advocatcs cf utility," says MNr. 1rocter (Barry Cornwall),
lu bis defeilce of pouti'v, Ilbave long becilin the habit of dccrying
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