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privilege of wearing their own linon, boots,
Watches, and neckties ; they are flot cropped, and

m1 ay sport their face hair in what style they like.

They mnay also have their own books sent in to

them, and mA~y receivo money from their friends

to the extent of a franc pur diem. The prison

drees is a dark pepper-and-salt suit, with no

Marks or badge of infamy about it; but the gov-

Clrnor may at his discretion excuse a prisoner

fromn wearing it. In fa t4 the governor can do

Rnlything. He mayallow aprisoner to dress in

blis own clothes, have bis meale brought in from

a restaurant, and walk about the prison grounds

&R1 day on the pretext that ble employed in

Prison w<)rk. 'rhere are Do visiting justices to

trouble him. Prison inispectors corne round

every thirce montbs, but the timu of their arrivai

la atways known beforeband, and they discharge

their duties in tise most pcrfunctory w t

8carcely occupying a couple of houi8 la the in-

Spection of a builIding that contai nis twelve bun-

dred celîs.

It bas been said that any sentence of impri-

80onment exceeding a year relegates a mita to a

Maison centrale. Ti e penitentiarios are very

grim places, affording none of tise alluviations

ta be mut with in houses of correction. To

begin with, the manner of a man s transfur frorn

Paris to a matson centrale le most grievous. He

goes wlth a chain fastened around bis luit leg

9-nd rigbt wrist; he is ebaved and cropped, at-

tired in a yellow prison suit, and lie travels in a

cellular railway carniage. At the penitentiary

tisere is no respect of pertons, or at least very

littie. The prisoners are divided into two cato-

gories....those sen tenced si mpiy toinmprisonm eat,

anid the réclu8ionnaires. The former are treate d

Very mucli like the inmates of Parisian prisons

on thse associated system, exc Pt that ivy are

iât allowed to emoke. 'lhey eleep tog-ther in

dormaitories of fitty, and work together at rnaking

Cardboard boxes, list sboes, lamp-shades, and

Other such things. '1heir earnings seldom ex-

Ceed seventy-five centimes a day, and of this

tILiiY get one-third to spend inside the prison.

I' Paris the number of lettere wlikh a prisoner

iSliLY write, and the number ot visits bie may re-

Ceive in a year from bis friends, are points which

'depend a good deel on the pleasure of tbe gover.

i4or. la the penitentiaries there ie a~ bard and

fast Une, allowing only one letter and( one visit
every thre months.

The réclusionnaires lead very miserablo lives of

absolute solitude. As men ovur sixty yea's of

age are not trausp ,rted, a sentence of pcîîal ser-

vitude (trivatir forcés), whicb would mean trans-

portatiou fcr a man of fifty-nine, becomms i éclu.

sion tor one (f sixtv. Cripples are also de,,ied

thse favor of transportation ;and, as a1reauly sai(l,

prisoners who have co.mmittedl murd rous

assaults on warders, in hopus of be ng

shipped to 'New Caledonia, are now kept

in the mqisons centrales under life sc ntences.

The rest of the reclusionary contingent is

made up ot men whose offonces are, fromn thse

legal point of view, one degree less heinous

than those of transported convicts. Reclusioti le

generally inflicted for fui ms of five, eiglht, or tefl

years;- and it is a fearful punishiment, lecause

the convict bias no means of diminiehiug if by

earning good marks to olîtain a ticket-of-leave.

Remjissions of sentence are granted on no fixed

principle. Every year the governor of the

prison makes out a list of the most deserving

among those of his prisoners who have served

out at lcast hall their ternis, and hie forwards it

to the Miaistry of.Justice. There the dossier of

each man recommended ie carefully studied by

the heads of the criminai dep irtment, and, two-

thirde of the names being eliminated, the re-

maining third are submîtted to the Minis' er ot

Justice. His Excellency makes further elimina-

tion, so that, out of a list of twenty sent up by

the governor of the penitentiary, probably two

convicts obtain a full pardon, while two or

three others get a remission. It 18 obvious

that there must bu a good deal of haphaztird in

this method of proceeding, and that a convict

who has no friends stands a poor chance of

getting his case properly considered by govern-

mient. But even were the s « stein administered

as bonestlY as possible, there would be a strong

objection to it, in that it would make the con-

vjct's chance of remission depend more upon his

conduct before his sentence than after it. This

is just what ought not to be the case. Thu con-

viot should bu made to fuel that from the day

*of his sentence hie commences quite a new li1e,

and will be treaied for the future according to

Ithe conduct lie leads undur hie altered circui-

stances.

pive years of reclusjon are quite aM uch nt,
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