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Du flot luuk '.i tint Mun,ue , iti ut :, l sh wtugies me
sirength ta speak. It is tise tluouglit ai Henni. Wluataver
cantes, I must due brav-ly, as becounas the sharer ai bis coun
sels, the mathar ni lits clitud." Site turned and hid bier face
un lier pilaow, and the emotian sha camld na langer nestraun,
sluookliter dalicate tramet.

Maîdamne u..hte%..Liu, % ho h.îu bcen bittiflg .part un a win-
dun, -.tn t fii .îîJ.

" ou bad hammam ieae liar , heu up ;s fi!," suie sa"d,
iooking sadlly at M. Lavai . but nisintenpneting the Iolv, heant-
brcaking sobs, the banker liuad drawn back once more ta the
bed.

Trhe dociity witli wich the Chevaliers Mad submtted ta
Eglantunes marniage wth Henni had rgreeably dîsappounted
hum, *and leh hf aite rebutited sometbung oi lis aid fiendiy
maniem toînard thein. Biut hae -otitt never shake off thea-con-
,.in that, in tbaà( se,ret haarts, thay ioued du an upon hbnt

for iis recantation, and in spita af Eglantine's denial, hae vas
jealous ai bier aunt's influence at titis moment.

IDo nom cry se, my girl ; 1 did flot mean ta ha cruel." hae
said, touclting the bowed head wth a rougit caress. Il If I
spuke plainly, t was anly tu rouse you ta a sense of yaur sit-
uation, and save you front .iny buth urdeais. You are the ana

jo> and hope oi my lite, Eglantine. If tbis soraw and dis-
graca are penmitmed ta cotaerapona, I witl go down hefore
my time ta the grave. Think of nie when yau decide this
question." Ha paused as iflion some reply. She made no
aoswar, but banr sobs wana gnawing quieten, and hae went an,
encouragadi. " Listena ta me, my gurl ; you are makîng a
sacrifice, whicb your husband, soldien and man ai honour as
hae is, doas net demand. Henni is by no means as indifférent
ta the considerations I bava pnessed upon yau as yaun ro-
mantuc pide wauld lead you ta haliave. MN. Ranau is con-
vinced, tram bus last conversation with bim, that hae bas begun
ta waver, and hae bas already obtaînad a raspite ai the sen-
tence, and stated ton Parus."

"And Namalie w.ili add banr influonce with Madame de
Mantenon," added Louis Bertrand, eagerly. "MyNI sisten is
un high faveur with the lady who stands nearast the king ;altter, received to-day, assures me that with M. La Rocbe's
necantatuon in baer bands, she us positive she cao bava the
sentence cammutad ta that ai banîsbment. 'Madame de Main-
tenon bas said as much."

But they had averachued their mari,. Eglantine stanmed
up iram ber pillows, white and quvernog.

IIt is taIse ! it is the hasest. cruellast ai slanders ! » she
cied. " Yau have been daceived, bath ai you ; but you
sbauld have known bettan than ta repeat the accusation ta
me. Henni wavar, where peasants and children*havc stood
fimu' The hought s monstraus 1 Wbat but the assurance
af busfiudehty, the endeavour ta be wortby of bus axample,
bas kepm mec trm gaîng n.ad wth iny mncube, and guvean
moc stnangth tallivre and bear the thought ai a lite witbout
hum ?"

Bath mren liait recailed in dismay. 'M. Lavai was the frst
mni raly.

IIt is no~ slander," hae saud sturdihy. "I saw Helnri my-
sli ast nigbt. Heas by no means as eslute as you persuade
younself. Wben I lat bin lie wab solbang lika a -.hild. Deatb
bas no tannons for a seul like bis, bîut the suifeing ofa heblp-
Iess ivite and baba bas moved the will ai mare than ana strang
man ac this. If you wilI add yaur coneaties ta ours,
Eglanztunc, the work s donc. \'aur husband s already waver,
iog."

An angny iglit lasbcd auorss the white face ai Henni La
Rocha's wite

"Il 1do flot believe et sha reorted proudly, resisting lbar
aunm's efforts ta draw hanr bai.k upan lber pilaws. Il Why do
yen neyer let flanc stechiffi Why arn I neyer pcnmitted ta
write ta him ? If Vou are sa confident ai bis yielding, .,.hy
bave you made tbis appealta me? Ah. 1 sac! " as han drapped
bus eyas, and dîd nom answar. " Yau are dceuvu6-ng me out ai
mstaken kîndoss ; but if yeti anhy kawl, t would ha Iess
cruel ta kilI me wbtra I lie. If 1 could doubm Henni, I would
doubt cvanth.ng. Thene would ha noh ng left wortb car4ng
for, vlonmb li%'ng and sifirr.g for nom ai whicb I Louid Lel
sure. But you cannoat ýhakc ty iaitb in bim ; you bave
wnung tais noble sou] with sormi ungeneraus appeal ; you
bave notm ovad bis wu'l ana hain's bnaadtb tram its purposa."

Han voice, which Mal been gnowîng tainter and mare un-
staady, faîled suddeni>. l'aie as dea-b and vith ciosed eyes.
sha sank back inoa'Manique Chcvalier's anss.

- Send anc ai the servants qui lrly for flanc," commaodcd
the fosternnthen, as sha bent an'iously caven bier, and almost
as pale as the blanchcd lare uapona the bcd, 'M_ Lavai hurt-led
out ai the roao.

Hîs wonst anamy oaed have wshcd bain no bansher cas-
panions than bis own naugbms, far the oext haun, as hae wan-
Jcnai el oaa up and douwn thueLargcehan nom, listera
in ta the sourii nds bthec hamber aboya Ha bad been so.,i',, srr Egli,7,;ne gn .as m'strr5 brrr, and ta know

i? wu the frtuine he hari gatherc'i for lier, which bail an
abled ber ita bring sa ,ourb ai lu'cury and be-uuuy ino the
statcly naams. But whnt did it il o-attcr 00w ? ham did
it profit him that a stroke (nom bis pan coulid shako the mar--
kets oi the world, that bis vaults yct gnoanad witlu rcasuna,
and a bundncd sails upan the sca wcne bcaring home ta is
the slsai as many succasstul speclations ? Ha bad tailcd
ta sbupeld bis darling's hcad tram the woc hae had nsost drndcd;
hae was powclcss ta tvin tram the pale lips the word that
could yct.avcr-t the blow ; the wcaîth ofithe Iodics couldi nom
qucncb one btter %car, non pluck ana thornotram ber p:llow.
The gold, ta whichbc haad devntad the hast congics ai bis
laie, çvhth lht had be;d dcarcr aven than bus bopas ofai haven,
.cttnb'd ta rienothingnats in ibis bout ai nacd. "Ucethal.
sas'cmb ie %hal lyse *t,' a ,oic soinded in bis car--. A
door bad opencd into tha past. Once more hae malt in the
murky duogeon besida the martyr's bcd. WVas this what
Godficy Chevalier bail mcan' when ha uttcrcd that warning ?
Dud hae torasce the hour whcn hi% ftniand wa'2Id stand graspuog
the cmpmy chalitc, wth the subtie cair spilt forw.-cr i Hur-
rucdiy M. LUvaI openad a window and stcpped out tapera the
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sunoy terraca i but ha could flot leave the thought bahind
bim witb the bush and shadows ai the splendid rooin. Louis
Bertrand had gona duivrata the hamlet ta sec the cure, and
thare tvas no vaice ta drown tbat ai the tong-silanced monitor.
It was the patb ai bis own cboosing that bad brought Eglan-
tine ta this. Sida by sida with bis pursuit ai wealtb lad gona
anaîher purpase, equaliy determined, tbaugb lass apenly ac-
knotvedged-to set bus dartung safety beyond the reach ai

teenelgiaus differeoc.es and pesecuatians. 1-aor thîs ha had
broken hé%. solemo pramise tu the dead, and separated ber
front the Chevaliers, and surrounaded ber svitb an atmosphere
ai worldiiness and gayety, svicb bad made ber turn instinct-
ively tram flanc s sterna viewvs ai lité ta grasp ai the cup Henri
La Roche held ont ta ber. Witb a proud sense ofitriumphing
aven circumstances, tue bankar bad laid tho gîrlisb bhand in
that ai the young sueur aifiBeaumont. M. Rennu had been
bu -_unfident that thaîn ioie for eacb other, anud the gay wmn-
(et on 1'.îuus 'ould obliterara iront the yuung bearts ail caily
prejudices and bilente aIl duubtful suruples. But bow difer
ently it had turned out: Rene Chevalier still walked the eartb
a free man, and Henri La Roche lay in a dungeon unden sen-
tence ai deatb. The crawn ai thorns M. Laval bad vowed
sbould navcr tauch bis darling's haad, tte bad bimseli helped
ta pît. Btter nesentment agaunst the luand that umposed the
da0Pm mingled un bus braast wvth a secret terron ofithe power
tha, cauld chus autrun and circunivent bis plans.

Had ha been successful in everything aIse, ta ha a laser
hera ? Fool tbat ha bad been ta measure bis finite skill
against tise hand that made beavan and earth ; ta bug ta bis
saut the tond delusuon that be could autrun the purpose ai
God To late ha saw that ha bad been, nat an antagonust,
but an uncansciauis instrument, and beard-on iancued that ha
lieard .tbraugh bis crumbting plans the dctrision af iHm
wbo " sîtteth in the bcavens," the awful Iaughter of the Most
Higit.

IlEglantina is better.,' said a low vaice at bis sida, and
ha startad to sec that the pastan's widaw staod besida him.

1 knew you would hcanaxious, and came as soon as I cauld
leava han." She did not add how long and cdeatblikehb.d been
the swoon brougbt an by bis exciting words, but ha re.td the
tnuth in ber face.

«My Pratty, laugbPýing girl 2"he muttered, turning away
wîtb a quivenîng lp. It is bard sha should ha brought
down ta this when I bava toiled aIl my lufe ta make ber happy.
I3ewata howv you encourage ber ta parsist in ber refusait tu the
proposituon t havaeumade ta ber. It us the ana chance ai sav-
ung ber busbaod's life."

«'Beware how you tempt that noble beant in its hour ai
weakness and suiferliog, monsieur! 'Ha tbat savethbabs life
shall lose it.' I

,N. Lavai shook afi ber band. Ha was white ta the lips.
Weare not likely ta agaceaan that point ; let us drap u," ba

said haarsely. " sec Jean bringing my hanse ino the court,
Manique. Thenais business waiting for me in Nismas.",Godfra. y Cheavalier>s widow was faoking at huim witit sad,
compassionate eyes.

" Eglantine would like ta say good-bya ta you betore you
go," was rail she answered. «'The .se are flot times ta part in
anger, monsieur."

Ha hesitated a moment, and then wtbaut a word iollowed
bar up the stair. Eglanatîne was mtili ou muçb exluausmed ta
sptalc, and Rane, watcbung wtb the aid nurse besîde ber bcd,
warned MN. Lavai by a glance ta ha canaful. For ana sad, full
moment the aId man and bis gnandchild laoked inoa acb
othbes cyas. Then the yaung wii's brimnied with tears, and
the banker tunned away ta bide bis wvrithing tip.

I1 will do what I cao," ha saud in a braken voicm and fol-
lowed 'Madame Chevalier iromn the noaom. The angel that
wtbtood hum in the way was forgotten once more. and the
uneq'ual contest %vas ncsumed. Ha must save har (nom the
sorraw that would forevar biast ber lita1Before ha knaw wbat she was doing, Manique Chevalier
had lad bim ino the nursery beyond, and ha stod besida the
large carvad cradia in wbîcb the beirs ai Beaumont lad heen
nockcd for ganaratians.

"VYou must not go wthout seeîng your grand-daughter,"
she said soimiy. IISha bas bean named Gabrielle, atter Henris
mother ; Eglantine wisbad it.»

The infant was asîeep. She was a tain, tioy craaturc, as
unlikec the rosy, dimpted babybood ai ber mothan, as a snaw-
drap is unlîke an apple.bioom, yct witb somathung in ber face
wbuch remindad NM. Lavaiai lis littie grand-daugbtar wben ha
had frst cama up ta sec ber un these Cavanol bils-a kîod ai
spiritualizcd likeness, as tbough ber soul bad can:eed iutta ber
cbUld-suç.b a looal, Rane bad once saud ta bis motben, as
Egi.sntine's angei migbt wear, laoking inoa" the face af ber
Father in lieavan." SIow!y, -as M. LavaI gazemi, the bitter-
ness vanisbad from biis beart, the vagua sense ai iniury ha had
cberished against the little intrudan malted like icucles in the
suni. Sheaiat last koaew nothing oa isisnS; nathing ai tha
sharp thealogicat diîstunctuans whîch werc workung sucb bavoc
in the world anouod tbem. Han innocence disarmed him,
aven while it nade is afraid. Witb a strange sense ai un
wortbiness ha totcbad bis lips ta the littie hand, sait and pinkc
as a nose-petal, lyiog on the coverlet. Whan ha looked up,
Agnes Chevalier, who bad been ncading in a %vindow near
at band, stood besude him. She was neyer fan away tram the
cradle.

«Doeb M. licnrà knowv about tais lttia daughmer t shr-
asked wisfulty. Sha haà never been able ta "il the yaung
sieur by the name by which sh itebd list krowa bas tacr.

Pierre Lav.al noddcd silcntly. Ha aouid flot for w6rîds
bava spoken just then. The sot ayes saw the trouble in0 tbis
face. Godtncy Cbavalicn's young daugitter laid han hand upon
bais ans.

IIMy mother bas told me how good yo wene ta us wheo
i wis a lttle cbutd, and my father was in prison. I neytr for-
gat ta pnay for you, mnsueu.'

"VYour sotbar would taIl you that was time wastad," ha
rctornad shortlv, but there was a stispiciaus tramor in bas
2oce, and ha avoidcd Manique Cluavaluan's glance as tbey went
dawn-stains.

«Il w*slb yau wtne all safaiy out oihec countny," ha gnmtmbled,
as he ;;nnd i n the sunny rfnurtyard, vitb b-s haod on bis
hnrse's onr. «Vnu have been i motter ta my girl, Manique,
arnd I would ba sarry ta bava anything bappen ta you ornyours.
If yau cao makic up yoor mindis ta leave Franc, you shalh
havealal the help in xny powen."

"Tbanlk you ; 1 beluave that," sha answcncd grattfultv.
"But the isk is coa great. WVc bave dacudcd u ramain whara

wc ar, and trust God ta taire carte ai us hbe. I wisb your
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anxiety was for yourself, my friend," she added, with a quick,
gentie glance.

But M. Laval uttered an impatient exclamation, and sprang
ino bis saddle. He bient down the ncxt moment, bowever,
ta whisper in ber ear.

iM. Rennu speaks of visiting tbe cbateau ini a few weeks;
beware af hum 1 He will do ail hae can for Eglantine, but bie
bears you no good.wiII. Ha bas discavered Rene's professiar..
and wall not scruplc ta use the information when it suits bui
purpose. Remember 1 you are warned."

flefore the startled motber could reply, bie bad clnpped
spurs ta bis steed, and was gone.

It was several days befare Eglantine recovered from the
exciting effects af bis visit. When site did, it wvas ta conval-
esce rapidly, and ta display a degree af courage and self-con-
trol that bad bitherto been lackîng. She noulanger basitated
ta utter ber busbands name, but spoke ai baim aven ta the
damest*ý.btbat inuuustered about bier cuucb, in proud, unfal
tering tones ancouraging them ta strcngtben their hearts, as
she did bars, with tbe tbought af bis heroic example. If sbe
wept, it was wben fia eye sawv ; no word passed bier lips tbat
could ha construed ino an accent ai doubt or timidity ; bier
dark, tender eyes burned wîth a queochless flame. It was
evident tbat bier grandfather's appeau bail nat anly failcd of
its purpose, but stirred ail tbe latent farces of ber nature, and
welded tbem inoaone firm resolve -ta show bier unshaken
confidence in Henri, and lber anxiety tbat on look or wvords
ai bers should bc ioterpreted as a weak wish tbat it were
otherwise.

Manique Chevalier watched bier witb a mght ai speecbless
tenderness. Tao wcll sbe knew tbe breakiog heart wvould
sooner or later tact the need ai a more presenit belp in ts
trouble than any buman love-that the levees ai wifely pride
could flot always keep back tbe floods ai wiiely anguisb. But
wben she would have binted this ta Eglantine, and won fier
ta the surer strength ai a patient waiting upon Cod, Henri's
wic turned upon bier reproachfully.

ccSurely you do nat doubt bîm, aunt Monique-you, wbo
koow sa watt bis bigh sense ai bonour, and ail lha bas dared
and suffered for the religion ?"I

CiIf 1 hope ta see bim stand faithful ta the end, nty cbild,
it i s because 1 trust hae is leaning on God's graca, not because
I thiok bis courage aboya assault. Be patient witb me, Eg-
lantine ; the best and bravest bave faiied witbout that sup-
part. Remember Peter . 1'Tbough I dia yar will I flot deny
Thcea'-and do nat stake your*faith on anything less than God
Himself."

'«I1bave staked my faith on Heori's canstancy," vias the
proud answer aod the young wife turned away with a flush ai
resentmnent upon ber check. I It is dislayal in me ta permit
it ta bc called in question, aven by you, and I wilt flot.
Wby do you try ta make me think otherwise ? It us bacause
I cao trust bim sa utterly that I bave strength ta live and
suifer."

lcI is lier ooiy gospel," said Rene, ivben the words were
repeated ta biun that nigbt. il Do not let us rab bier ai it, my
mother, until God bas shawn bier bier need ai something batter.
We cao aiford ta ha patient, if Ha cao. Sha says truly, it ir
ail that keeps bier beart fram breaking."

The conversation took place on the ave ai <their departure
fromn the cbateau. M. Ranau was axpected at Beaumont the
next day, and Pierra Laval, in the latter canvayiutg the infor-
mation ta bis *granddaugbtcr, bad repeatad bis warning ta
Rane. Eglantine, who had not beinre beard ai it, insisted
faverishly that tbey sboutd run no risk on bier account. She
was naw able ta leave baer chamber, and did flot nead such
constant cara ; M. Renau's visit would ha short, and sha could
easily send for them uin case nacassity arasei notbing would
sc embittar lber full cup ai sarrow as ta bava harm came ta
Rm.-e tbrough bier.

The dlaims ai bis profession, and care for bis mothar and
sister, lat flanc no choice but ta comply. His lueé was flot
bis own ta put in needless pard, and the day migbt came wbeo
Eglantîne hersaîf wauld need him more. Front M. Renau she
bad certaioty notbiog worse ta fear than attampts ta under-
mina ber faith, aod these, the young surgeon faIt sure, would
prove futile as long as Henri remainad steadfast. On the
other hand, sbould the dragoons penatrata ta the bills, during
the courtier's visit, the preseoce ai bier powerful Cathoiic
kinsman would aiford Eglantune a protection hae would ha
powerless ta supptv. Nevart'talass it was a sad parting, and

i f spteaibs clear conviction ai rigbt, a beavy fareboding
f=tee upon Raoe's becart, as hae closed the bocage eate
bebind him.

Had this parting, ater aIl, beeo anly for a fcw days? Wbat
wauld elapse befare hae would agaè -i bold that slender band in
bis, and look ino thc depths af tbo:e swect, mourofut eves ?
Well was it for bim that hie could no% part the curtains ai the
future, and knew flot wbat aven ila day might bring forth" ;
well it is for us aIl that a pitying Fathar us mute ta aur ques-
tions ai the ivay, and will flot suifer us ta increase to-day's
burdan by a glimpse af ta.morrow's load 1

Egiantirue bad parted fram tbamn very quialy. To ber
strickcn beart the going and caming ai other tact made little
diffcreoce, since ana foot woutd cross the tbreshotd nu more
The days ai Hcnri's raspite were nearly aven. One iast boon
remained ta hat wrested from the bard hand of fate, and for
thîs baer fbart was gatbering aIl its strength. M. Rcnau could,
and must, obtain an interview for bar with ber busband. Hae
had donc ail hacauld ta sava bis young kinsman ; lha would
not refuse thchu iis ont. grain 0 of mon, now that bis last
hope ai shalking Henri'b constancy had been relinquisbed. To
piliow barr beacu once ,nore upon Hcnri's bacart, ta (cal bis arm
for ana bnifbour enfold bar 1-it was ail sha asked ; white
witb words af proud and passionate iondncss she wauld gird
up bis soul for the last ordeal, and pour ino bis hecart a bal-
sans whicb would rab aven pain ofi*. sting. Sha grew im-
patient for M. Ranau's arrival, as she dwclt uspon the thaught.
The bouts ai the summer day scemed cod.ess as she listened
in vain for the sound ai bis hnnsc's boof upon the road. At
last the sun stooped bahind the buIs, the purpie twaligbt
folded down upon the plain. Must sha live tbnough ar;otber
long, lonaly night without that ccntaunty upon wbucb ta pl.
Iaw ber head ? Hark 1 thene was the sound af whacls at last.
A coach was comirug rapidiy up the bill. It nolled un tbrougb
the bouage gate, op onder the avenue ai stately elms, iio
the stone-paved court. She cauld hean M. Renau's cold, pal-
ished tones, and Louis Bertrand's gay, soit laugb. She was
glad hanr cousin hadl coma tanc: he wauld add bis entreaties
ta bers. S le laid bier band upon the bal; sha would send
word ta thant ta coma ta ber at once, as soon as tbay bad
shaken aff the dtzst af their travel. But listen 1 One ofithero


