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of the niost touching and instructive, and to its consideration we IIOw proceed.

A brief accounit of bis life and work will first be given, and then sonie lessons
will be deduced therefroni. May the spirit guide us.1

1. AN OUTLINF. OF ý'ITEIIHEN'S LIFE AND WOR..

Ile was one of the seven first deacons iii the Christian Church. H-e

seemns to have beetn une of the ahlest and niost devoted of the seven. 0f
hini it is specially stated that " lie w~as mnan full of faith a-d the Holy GhIost.*"

Not only was lit diligent in the discharge of lus proper duties as deacon,
but hie was also devoted as an exponient and defender of the faithi of the

Gospel. Being full of faith and power "'he did great wonders and miracles

among the people." His burningze'al and consecrated ability enabled him

to, expound and defend the Gosp~el with such success tlîat those who, con-

tended with hlm- were "flot able to resist the wisdoni and the spirit by wbich
hc spake." This, as in the case of ur Lord, irritated the jewish rulers and
leaders, and nuade thîcin very angry, su, tlîat they ruade their wicked plans tu

destroy hini. Unable to answver hirn by reason, they determnined to silence
himi by force. As in the case of bis miaster, false witnesses were secured,
and he was accused of blasphemny. He was speeclily brouglit into the Jewish
Council, to make answer for hinseif .and then, with calai coniposure, the
outlookers saw the face transfornied by a radiance froin icaven-tilli h nu
more seerned a hunman face, but it shuone "as it lad been the face of an
ange.l."

Trhen the iighi Priest who prcsided over the Council gave Stephen an
opportunitv to defend himself, aiîd tluis defence we have in substance in the
seventh cluapter of the Acts. This defence with mnatclîless skill recounts
God's denlings with tle Jewish nation, and traces the propliecies forward to,
their fuliluent in Jcsus of Nazarethî. Then waxing wvarin and glowing with.
burning cloquence Stephlen chargcd the Jewi.,,.. rulers with the guilt of the

deatb of jesus. Thuiis cut the Jewish rulers tu the heart, and inade theni su
angry that they gnuashcd on hlmi iith tlîeir teeth anîd, forgetting ail the pro-
prieties of judicial procedure, they hastenied to luis destruction. 'l'lie Counicil
broke up into an angry nunb, and " ran upon Stephciu withi one accord," and
and liurried hlmn out of the city to the place of stoning.

In the midst of ail this Stepheni was calrn and faitered not. " He looked
Up steadfistly into heaven, and saw the glory of Godl, and jesus the son of

man standing on the right hand of God " *fhet a% the end drew near, and
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