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ing him a better man, 
therefore a greater power tor service. 
Yet very frequently the desire for 
auch reading is absent from the minds of 
our Leaguers. They must be aroused and 
stimulated by a strong literary leader and 
by interesting them in debating clubs, 
oration contests, the writing of essays, 
poetry, short stories, satires, dramas, etc. 

and aspirations of the human heart and of Draw out the Leaguers by giving them an 
humanity. opportunity to show their best and you

The Bible is a book which lends itself will be surprised at the latent talent that
perfectly to classification of this kind. The will express itself in some one of the

We Epworth Leaguers live in an age historical books of the Old Testament and phases mentioned,
that demands our best thought and our the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles of Every League should also have a well
best service, and to think best and to the New, set forth clearly and simply the selected library, with an active librarian
serve best we must be steady, strong and outward life of a people striving after a at the head of the circulating department,
broad-visioned, able to distinguish be- fuller and more perfect conception of God and jn addition, wherever possible, educa-
tween the non-essential and the essential, and His purpose. The Psalms, Proverbs, tional classes should be organised and led
not emphasizing the one, but laying hold Job, the Songs of Solomon and Ecclesias- by competent teachers. We hope to 
of the other; ready to seize the situation tes, are introspective and breath forth the have organized within a year or 
and to meet the need; thinking readily, inner struggles, the doubts and fears, the two ycars at least In association with 
willing quickly, and acting promptly. This hopes and aspirations of men in their in- our Sunday School and Epworth League 
sanity and self-control and large vision, dividual capacities and as the représenta- department, and if we can, with our Meth- 
the elements of a strong personality, are tives of a nation yearning toward the un- 0dist colleges, a correspondence school and 
developed and strengthened most appreci- seen. The Prophets, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jere- a gummer training and arts school for Ep- 
ably by literary culture, that is to say, miah, Amos, Mieah, Hosea, are wonderful worth League and Sunday School workers, 
cultivation of "the self by a systematic, interpreters of the beet and noblest Ideals The Literary Department can do tenfold 
continuous and purposeful study of the of their respective ages, and in the light of more for our young people than it is doing 
best literature and a well regulated exer- these ideals see in the future their highest to-day. But it needs in the general organi- 
cise of the mind, by analysis and synthe- development and realization. zntion and in the local work strong,
sis, by destructive criticism and construct- All literature lends itself more or less gteady and broad visioned leadershop, sane 
ive judgment in the realms of thought and to this classification. Sometimes the pro- and gérions thinking, hard and aggressive
reason, and by general liteiary pursuit. ductions of a single author may be -so work, and a consciousness of the really

Literature is the expression of hùman d‘vid®d- Tennyson is a splendid example great importance and absolute necessity of 
thought and effort and ideals, and for tho of ®,a“- Hje *°Vfs aad ?.aV'adl* literary culture as an essential quality of
Epworth Leaguer to be privileged to ®°rd **« aJ,„,r,t a?d ™**ht of En*™h Pow®r; the best and most aggressive Christian ser- 
ranible through its various pages is to Hl» “In Memonam” expresses the doubts vice. 
reap the benefit of the experienc of all and fears of the age in which he lived in Toronto, Ont.
the ages respect of philosophy and religion, and the

The*classification of literature varies ac> contest going on between the old and the “Fnworth Fra” EvenilliZ
cording to the method chosen. If we clas- n?w- dn , “ock*l®y Hall eg o P P
sify according to national proclivities, we phetic and sees visions of a^y navies when an enlarged llat of subscribers Is
may have English, American, Canadian, grappling in the central blue which are reCelved we are sometimes curious
German, French, Italian, Scandinavian l°-day ln af,1'*al Process of realization. enough to seek information as to how
literature, and so on. Adopting another The study of literature In this way proves they were obtained. The following will
classification, we have the literature of exceedingly Instructive and helpful. explain how they did it ln Llslowel, Ont.
art, of architecture, of philosophy, of poli- As to the kind of literature we should In answer to our letter of enquiry, the
tics, of economics, of morals, of religion; read, we are agreed that in first place pastor, Rev. R. D. Hamilton, supplied us
or there may be the literature of poetry, stands the Bible. In simplicity of narra- w|t
of essay, of humor, of romance, of drama, live, in unselfishness of motive and in The pastor volunteered to take charge
and so on. There is about this classifies- grandeur of ideal; in interpretation of the nf an evening In the interest of the
tion, however, something mechanical and highest and noblest in life, reaching out League paper, “ The Epworth Era.'"
artificial; and to study literature according to the perfections of God Himself, the The programme was arranged 
to any or all of these classifications is not Bible as a literary book, stands alone. 0f a literary entertainment
conducive to the best results. It is true Next in order of importance, because of choice selections of music, v* 
that Chaucer, or Shakespeare, or Milton, their tendency to develop a strong, opti- strumental. Interspersed,
or Shelley, or Keats, or Tennyson, or mistic, aggressive type of life, I would from the Epworth Er.
Browning, or Poe, or Longfellow—any or suggest philosophical and historical mis- |MUp 0f the paper
all of these offer a field or literature that sion studies, and church history, with from the last number__were given
cannot but be fruitful. It is true that special regard for the great underlying by memberti of the League. Then the
Dickens, Scott, Macaulay, Carlyle and Em- principles along which Christian civilize pa8tor followed with a short address, giv- 
erson, are all instructive, stimulating and tion has progressed. Then secular history, f a r outline of the Epworth League
inspiring, and yet when wo have given our with special reference to the culmination the ,aunchlng of the “Era.” showing
best to the study of the literature of these of great movements, such as the fall of the „f the flrat volume and outlining

TJÜSVLÏÏl»? SSLÏ» K?» -‘XÏÏ h un RP upon M ,n

* wrote, nor d.the motives which prompted their lation to the world life. Then follows columns were pasted In one long: sir ,
song or prose, and having failed to learn biography, such as John Knox, John and they would J??1' 7 volume

l timV ,om,h,T„d/„h;! grtri?-,,.;; stsssaS' °~y ti., "ssr3Le—« =y

periods, such as the Renaissance or the Egerton Ryerson. And then come essays expressed the belief that one could n
Victorian era, having regard to the moral, —Macaulay, Carlyle, Emerson—poetry, flnd lta e”P®rl°r upon the Amerl an cot ­

ai and political conditions of the romance, the drama, associated with such tlnent. all things being considered. A
motive of the writer, and so names as Shakespeare, Browning, Thack- the close of the address thepaator'an

'leld to the reader a richer cul- eray, Dickens, Longfellow, Whittier, Oliver president made a canvass of the Leaguer
a larger outlook than could pos- Wendell Holmes. present and secured fifteen subscribers to

bednK,^t,iS,dr,î,'h;„f,!',e , °v;WourTi sSMiirs ^.«»!« ,,0,=,
the «g, i, which the, lived. ;r," t̂îXÂm.U.P.P°,riClï; .^ ecrlbera^wUl^rodTed'

zi.'ïLâzïsssizjssLprospective or prophetic. The retrospective turough the medium of the press, and if wider circulation, and
is a record of the past and an expression of this condition were fulfilled, new-"»™»* pleased,
its life; the introspective is metaphysical, reading would be one of the best m
self-examining, resulting in a revelation or of self-development and enlightenment.
the feelings and thoughts and motives of All the kinds of literature I have men- We need not say that both editor and 
a people and of the race; the prospective or tioned are helpful and inspiring to the publisher fully agree and join in this
prophetic is an expression of the ideals discriminating reader and student in mak- wise and scriptural admonition.

‘We need to do God’s work more than He needs us to do it.” —Gypsy Smith
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Literary Culture in the League
BY HKV. F. L. FAREWELL, B.A.
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