d Everywhers

,rld’s Famous Songs,”

gems of the world’s

‘arge volume and re-
of $1.50. Certificate
\bling the subscrib-

DEMAN WANTED~—To haadle eur
olcs specialties during fall and winter.
time. Pay weekly. KElegant
Gavers Bres., Nurserymen, Galt,
H-3-3me-.0.0.&W

——————————————gSS

FOR SALE.

or |
tree.

NTED. |

Mount Desert Ferry,
o R T S
_—" 'I'h\l:ldly. Jan. 7.
Schr Harry Kmowiton, Haley, City Island
f o, A Cushing & Co-
Centreville, Gradham,Sandy
Sove.
(leared.
, Jan. §.

A Cushing & Co.
Coastwise—Sch Fred and Norman, Cheney,
Grand Harbor.

‘Wednesday, Jan. 6.
Schr Leonaid Parker, Knowlton, for An-

napolis for Havena.
Schr Anni; M ~Allu‘z‘. Reicker, for Phila-

pr Augusta Evelyn, Scovil,
for North Head; schr Lena and Edna, Stuart,
for Beaver Harbor.

Sailed.

 Wednesday, Jan. 6.
Stmr Monmouth, Birchman, for
via Liverpool, C P R.

ol
CANADIAN PORTS.

Halifax, Jan 6—Ard, strs Laurentian, Liv-
erpool; Pretorian, St Jobn, and eailed for

Liverpool.
Sld—Strs Lord dveagh, Minister, Balti-
more; Minia (Br cable), Decarieret, sea.
Halifax, Jan 6—Ard, stmrs Ocamo, from
St.. John; Lakonia, from do; Montrose, frdm

do.
Sld—Stmr Halifax, Bilis, for Boston. _ .
Halifax, Jan 7—SM, stmrs Lakonia, Mc-
Neill , Glasgow via ; Montrose,
Evans, London.

BRITISH PORTS.

Glasgow, 3—Ard, str Kastalia, St John.
Sharpness, Jan 3—Ard, str Universe, Mont-
;@; via Sydmey (C B) and St Margaret's

London, Jan 6—Ard, str Harmony, St
John’s (Nfid.)
Gl Jan 4814, str St John

JALZE—Rotary mill, in first class run-
1g order, with lath machime attached.
y twenty to twemty-five Shousand sup.
mber per day. Can be delivered at any
Inquire of C. M. Bostwiek & Ce., St.
N. B., or at Great Salmoa River, Bt
icounty, N. B.

Choice Teas

in Bulk and Packages.

Snglish Breakfast Tes, in 10 and
ib. boxes. Very fine for family
de.

JAMES COLLINS,

*land 210 Union 8treet,
* 8t.John. N, E
e ——————CE—————

BIRTH.

YDERICK—In this city, Jan. §, to the
» Dr. B. J. Broderick, a son.

MARRIAGES
'ATE-PA’ oy street,
5, a504, Dy the Rev. John de Soyres,
m R. " to Miss Boyd,
ater of R. R. Patchell.
1cP] N-GROVE--At Los
_al.), on Dec. 9th, by the Rev. B. E.
e T B, o Betes B, Grove, -
5 & ,
DEATHS,

DAY—Suddenly, at Chatham, en Jan. 4,
George A. Day, aged forty-two years, leav-
ing & wife and three children to mourn their

loss.
MA’ n this city, on the 5th inst.,
John m‘mfnt son of Joseph T. and
Katie J. Mathews, five months.

JENKINS—In this city, Jan. 3, Lena Mar-
guerite, youngest daughter of Fred W. Jen-
e N, Earte, i

t e, eoun

Jan. 3, Willam Fowler, asod m.‘é:o‘;‘;

,el"lﬂ afd eleven s
In this ecity, on Jan.
?’ﬂ:r :}"l‘lzmt? }llne-. ?i:diﬁh. vﬁo o‘i
ohn gerald, leaving asbhan:
erie daughter %o mourn’ their loss. .-
TORBES—At Moncten, Jan. 5, Amelia M.,

beloved wife of John aged sixty-nine

. lea a . and two eons to
mourn their 7 .

WEBLLING—Entered into rest,Sunfay morn-

ing, Jan. 8, at 6§ a. m., Mrs. Jane Welling,
mother of the late Capt. Wm. Atkinsoun,
Shediac, aged ninety-eight years.
TUFTS—In this city, Jan. 4, Samuel Tufts,
in the 65th year of his age.
LINGLEY—In East Boston, January 4,
Charles W. Lingley, 58 years.
MacFATE—At French Village, Dee. 7,
Evelyn E., beloved wife of Thos. A. V. Mac-
Fate, in the 25th year of her age
CLANCY—In this city, on Jan. Tth, James
Clancy, in the 28th year of his age.

“THIS SCHOOL HASmmsm—
BEEN THE MAKING OF ME,”

Freglericton' :
Business College,

Remarked ¢o the Prin as
sald good-bye before lucvingm'for'm-
ronto to accept a position in that
eity. It can dotbomlmform

and after SUNDAY, Oct. 11, 1903, trai
dally (Sunday exoqwtu!l-}', as tollow?:

TRAINS LEAVE ST. JOHN.

on
will run

No. 6—Mixed !o’x;lmfim.. it 6.30
0. 2—Express for ax, the §;
No. 4—Mized for Point du Chene.. ....13.15
No. 26—Express for Point du Chene,
Halifax and Pictou.. .. .. ........ 12.16
No. 8—Express for Suseex.. .... .. .. ..17.10
No.184—Bxpress for Quebec and Mont-

oo mess _eves Boek sose . easeve.

real.. . 18.00
No. 10—Express for Hallfax and Sydney.23.2
TRAINS ARRIVE AT ST. JOHN.
No. 9—Express from Hallfax and Syd-

1nq Bee aie e oo soveames ga
10 i aorens trom Montreal ana Gie- )
DeC.. soe- o wess erssaene e o oees18.

, 5—Mixed from Moncton .. .. ......15.20
No. g—Mixed from Point du Chepe.. ..16.50
No. 2%5—Bxpress from Hallfax, Pictou

and Campbeliton.. .. .- .. .o .17.40
No. 1—Express from Halifax.. .... .... 18.40
yo. n-qu)prm from Moncton (Sunday

O g qaws iembans gene gebee o

trains Tun by

41
20 o'clock is midnigh
X geion, N. B., Oct. 9, 1903.

7 m““lm. N. B.

1088. -

s _ Salacia,
(and returned to tail of the bank with de-
fect in steam pipe.)
Gi sch Ledy St

ibraltar, Dec
Johns, for St John's (Nfid.)
Moville, Jan 5—Ard, str Parisian, Halifax
for Liverpool
Lisbon, Jan 8—Ard, sch My Lady, Fogo

(Nfid.)
‘Ifyv;'wol. Jan. 5—An4, str Lake Manitoba,
Jobhn; Maﬁxma.’n.

st n. . ’

Sld—Stre Lake BErie, St

Portiand. ;

Shields, Jan 6—6Wd, stmr Fremona, for

Portland.
Glasgow, Jan. 6~Si, from Tail of The
Bank, stmr Salacia, for St John.

1 (A’uruﬂo. do;

pefie B gl gl s p
SHLE . e 8 R

orpéel; Lamosstrian, London; Sislifax, Hall-
fax; Boaten, Yarmeuth.

Slé-Smmre Nermaadie, @emoa; Oestrian,
Liverpool; Leuisbourg, Sydaey (¢ B); Tan-

de.
Harber, Jan 7—Ard, schrs W D
Mangam, - Bosten; 5
_Onward, do; U -8 cutter

In Albert Pharo, from Ban-
i "an & 0a, bark Car

3al an 8 K Y »
P g Carpasian, St

City Island, N Y, Jan 7—Bound east, stmr
North Star, Portland.

Cove Point, Jan 7—Passed up, schr Dorothy
Palmer, Bostem for Baltimore via Hampton

Delaware Breakwater, Jan 7—In the harbor,
schr T Charlton Heury, Philadeiphia for

R.

Havre, Jan 7—7 m-—And, =
aine, New York. i _——
voI:l" York, Jan 7—S1d, stmr Bovia, Liver-

Ax:d—-Bu'k. L A VanRomondot, Neuvitas;
6th, schr DeMorry Gray, Nortotl'k; A&M

Alcaea, Baracoa; Tth, schr Lena
Norfolk; Maple Leaf, Cienfoegos.

Newport News, Va, Jan 7—Ard, echrs M

? Creesy, Boston; Charles Davenport, Prov-

Portlan e
N"s"'dY t‘I‘..Jm’I Ard, schr Clara E Comee,
—Stmrs -
Ni" et Hi#lda, Parrsboro; Manbatten,
palachicola, Jan T—And, schr Georgla,
Longmire, Havana. 59

LIBT OF VESSELS BOUND TO ST. JOHN.

Steamers.
Alcides, 2,181, Glasgow, Dec 27.
C!%:c otnAncud, 1,700, Harvelpool via Halifax,
?\ﬂt of Venies, 1,884, Lendon, Jan L.
, 5,37, from Liverpool, Dec 81; Me-

ville, Jan 1.
Kastalia, 2,563, at Glasgow, Jan 4.
Lake Erie, 4,81¢, Liverpool, Jan 6.
Lake Michigam, 4,538, at London, Dec 28.
141\{;'0;“, 2,838, to eail from Liverpool

Layalist, 1,419, London via Halifax, Dec M,
n&%n;:m Corporation, 2,636, at Mamchaester,

Manchester Trader, 2,136, Manchester, Di
Montcalm, 3,608, Antwerp, Jam 2. L
Monteagle, 3,493, Avonmouth, Dec 27.
‘Montfort, 3,665, at Bristol, Jan 1.

P?:‘an, 3,385, to sail from Liverpoel, Jan

Salacia, 2,636, at Glasgow, Jan 6.
w , 3,712, at Cape Town, Dec 7.

Barques.

Italia, 635, at Castellamara, Oct 10.
Plymouth, 1,812, Barbados, Dec 80.
Plymouth, 1,812, Rio Japeiro via Barbados,

Nov 20,
2 Barquentines.

Ansgar, 3%, at Dundalk, Nov 22,
Bthel Clark, 397, Apalachicola, Nov 26;

Bermuda, Dec %, leaking.

Shipping Notes.

The Battie Hne steamer Mantinea bas been
chartered to ioad ooal at Cardiff for the
West Indies.

at

The barque Plymouth, which has.been
chartered here to load ’lumber. for Buenos
Ayres,- sailed from on Dee. 30.

Loy

A 4 tch from wtates that fears

- §t. ‘Michaels, Jan 6—Ard, stmr Priestfield

ena, for Sydney (C B), for coal.
Southampton, Jan 6—814, stmr Deutseh-
land, from rg for New York via

Cherbourg.
Glasgow, Jan 5—And, stror Hibernian, from
Portland

Liverpool, Jan §—Ard, stmre Parisian, from

Halifax; Tauric, from Portland.

8t Vincent, C V, Dec 12—8ld, bark Charles

E Lefurgey, ‘of Charlottetown, from Barry,
Port Elizabeth

for i

Ldverpool, Jan 6—S1d, stmr Manxman, from
Portland, « for Bristol.

Queenstown,Jan 7—81d, stmr Teutonic, from
Liverpool for New York.

Ldverpool, Jan 6—Ard, stmr Saxonia, Bos-

Glesgow, Jan 6—SM, stmr 8t
John's (Nfl), and Philadelphia. S
'bonlhn, Jan. 7—814, stmr Minnetonka, New

Liverpool, Jan 7—8id, stmrs Cymric, Bos-
Pattand . Solltam, from Glaagow, 8. e

5 am, 4 0 i
(Nfd), !ww;; -gil mx.ﬂ"'m.. oy
, Jan 7—And, stmr
York via Qu .

FOREIGN PORTS.

[Boothbay Harbor, Jan §—Sid, schs Geo
e, Boor; i i aiolarle
: re, Jan , sch ] o
rett, mvldgnco.s_A " v
Chatham, Jan eet of schooners which

bes been anchored west of the Handkerch!
d,; passed n?'l:l today. -
v 5—in port, sche Julia &
Martha, Calais for Hyannis; T A Stc'.lﬂ-
do for New York; Sarah Eaton, do for do;
Alice T Boardman, do for South Norwalk;
Annie Gus, do for Gloucester; G M Porter,
for Port Chester; Soth W Smii, do for New

(it 4s reported that on account of th
in the Sound ports, the five first mgmfma’w
Mvm e lcgounnﬁl'l will haul up hepe.)
a8 g S

Beach for nghl;fm A i b

Hyumia. an Ard, Cam
T e v
The harbor i8 solid with dce.
Madeira, Deo Z—And, soh B A Pest, Bridge-

water.

s Pipmou, et ol Sne:
e e s “rnaiiin
. Wertoous: Gunisbar. Now York
“"ﬁd% Lﬂnl\ White, M. ven for
New York; Abbie Ingalls, Bangor for New

Vin: m'd Ha .
eyar: ven, Jan 6—And =
yard, Hokoken for Jomesport. T
S1d—Schs Acacia, from Jordan Bay (N S)
tor New York; Avalon, from Bay of Islands
(Nfid) for do; Amnie B Mitchell, from Rock-
"&d ﬁ;r Au'x;‘apolls (Md.)

d from Tarpaulin Cove—Sch
Benedict, from Wiscasset for Newpg??rlewg

Baltimore, Jan 6—Ard, stmrs Cambrian
King, Antwerp via Boston; Juniate, from
?osum; schr Gardiner G Deering, from Bos-
on.
'Boston, Jan 6—Ard, stmrs '

: rs _El1 Paso, from

ing barge No 12; from
phia; ;lchn !évmigey Parker, from i
phia; Henry Tamp, from Newport News;
Flizabeth Palmer, from Baltimore; Eleanor
A.Slgemy. from Ne:;?re' El
St am, from Baltimore.
Cld—Stmr Tancred (Nor), Amdersem, for
?ydnd? (C B); Louisburg, from Muggah,
or 3
City Island, Jan 6—Bound south
Potiies , ®tmr

Nornih sm.r.Dec .
Alicante, —Ard, schr Stella from
St Joha's (Nfid), vie Leixoes. -

Calais, Me, Jan 6—Ard, schr General Scoit,

from Boc‘rlwnmi
Sld: r T. Doyle, -
o —Srcn ﬁ;’oﬂﬂﬂm“mm- for Wash
The ) ng vessels bound - out fro
Calajs have been hauled up for the wint:xl'
at Broad Cove: T. A. Stuart, Sarah Eaton,
Julia & Martha, Annie Gus, Alice T. Board-
man, G M l;{mf':md Seth W Smith.
an 6—Passed north

;' l “5 n , echr
Charlestown, Jan. 6—Ard, sc
Cromwell, from Tiverton (R n.hr e
Genoa, Jan 3—Ard, schr Robert Morris,
from St John’s (Nfld), via Gibraltar,
Glpucester, Mass, Jan 6—Ard, schrs On-

, from Boston for Rockland; Carrle C
Miles, from Boston for Eastern ports; Car-

oli?e m”.yf:?— gom‘for do.
» Foynlan
erw'pﬁ'l’twt . bark Foynland, from

New Lomdon, <Conn, Jam 6—Ard, schr
Helen H Benedict, Brockett, from i
(Me) for Newport News. - W
Norfolk, Va, Jan 6—Ard, schr George W
Wells, from Boston; James W Elwell, from
Po;'\‘,land vi% NWP})& News.
N ews, Jan 6—8id, schr Alice
mb‘;‘;%omnn 31-81 %
, Dec d d, schr Ceylon, for St
John’s (Nfid). e !
Portland, Me J,an 6—Ard, stmrs Hilda,
trom Parrsboro (N §); Manhattan, from
New York; schr Thomas W H White, Wis-
casget for New York with lumber, was
gtruck amidships early this morning in chan-
nel of lower harbor by U. S. light house
tender IAlac. " Thick vapor filled the air and
the Lilac struck the schoomer while back-
out from,government supply depot. Only
slight damage to planking of schooner; re-
pairs are be mmde at once and schooner

V: Haven, Mass, Jan 6—Ard, achr
B Weterman, from New York for Nantucket.
Bowon, Jam T~AT, Btmr , RV

are emtertained for the safety of the barque
Grenada, which sailed from Turks Island on
Dec. 2 for Boston. She is now about two
weeks overdue.

‘Word has been received that the schoomers
Morancy and Clayola are frozem in solid at
New Haven (Conn.), within sight of their
of their diecharging berths. The crews walk
%o and from shore on the ice.

A letter from Capt. Howard, of the schooner
Ravola, to her owners yesterday, stated that
the schooner had arrived at Portland (Me.),
and that the steamers were having a hard
time of it to break through the ice in the

" The following charters have been an-
nounced: Sehooners Helen Shafner, Fernan-

dina, or King's Ferry, to St. Lucia, lumber,
$6.25; Lady Avon, New York to Nassau,
coal, $L.75;

n barque Anna, Gaspe to
deals, 44s.

United Kingdom,

-~ Vineyard Haven, Jan. 6.—The schooners St.
Croix, Port Reading for Boston; Pardon G.
Thoms Port Joh for Rockland, are
frosen in solid and their crews walk to and
from shore on the ice. Hope
Haynes is frozen in at the wharf. 2

Chatham, Mass., Jan. 5.—Although the Pol-
lock Rip lightship was off her regular sta-
tion all might she burned her two lanterns
until midnight when they were extinguished.

The lighthouse tender Azelea came around
Monomoy Poimt this morning from the west-
ward and went out as far as Pollock Rip
but d4id not make any attempt to tow the
lightship back to her station as the weather
was too boisterous. At noon there were
twenty-five heavily loaded schooners anchor-
ed off the Handkerchef. As the weather
moderated they all got under way and passed

A tumor that the bark Stillwater was lost
in the bay with aM hands quickly epread
about the water front yesterday afternoon,
and many enquiries were made of Troop &
Son, the owners, who promptly denied that
anything had been learned by them that the
bark was lost. The Stillwater sailed from
this on December 28th with a cargo of
lumber, and bound for Rosario. She was
seen last near the mouth of the bav by one
of the pilots, and she has had plentty of
time to get well out of the bay before the
severe cold weather or heavy gales et in.
There is no foundation for the rumor, and
it is expected that the good bark is well on
her voyage by this time.

—

Annapofis, Jan. 4.—Tern schooner (Leonard
Parker towed from her berth here on the
30th ult. for the West Indies with a cargo
of 320,000 feet of lumber, shippéd by Pickles
and Mils.

The four-masted schooner H. J. Logan,

Captain Howanrd, towed from Railway pier
on Saturday morning for Buenos Ayres with
a cargo of 805,000 feet of lumber, shipped by
Clarke Bros., of Bear River.
Schooner Helen Shafner, with a carge of
jumber shipped by Pickles and Mills, of this
place, arrived at Barbados from Mahone Bay
on Christmas day, making the passage in
twelve days.

DEVONSHIRE ENTERTAINS
(ING EDWARD AND PARTY

London, Jan. 7.—At Chatsworth, the
seat of the Duke of Devonshire in, Derby-
shire tonight, a brilliant entertainment
was given before King Edward and Queen
Alexandra, the Duke and Duchess of Dev-
onshire, Consuelo, Duchess of Manchester,
who sat’ at the king's left; Premier Bal-
four and a large party. ,

Princess Henry of Pless gave a musical
monologue and then came a miniature
pantomime entitled Cinderella, which was
taken part in by Princess Henry of Pless,
Mrs, Willie James, Miss Muriel Wilson,
Sir Pedworth Williamson and the author
of the pantomime, Leo Trevor.

Some men will work harder to get a di-
vorce than they will to support a wife.

Our New Term Begins
Monday, lanuvary 4th,

The year now closing has been our Record
Year. Por this we thank our patrons, and
will strive earnestly to deserve that 1904 will
be etiil more successful.

We hold the right for exclusive use in

New Brunswick of the latest and only up-
to-date Actual Business Practice.
Send for Catalogue.

5. RERR & SOK,
Oddtellows’ Hall.

dopnons
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Infants and Children—Exp

and Flatulency.

"BRIDGE CONTRACTS,

e e

Hon. C. H. LaBillois Arranges
Work on Ten Provincial
Structurss.

Hon. C. H. LaBillois, chief commissioner
of public works announces that the follow-
ing contracts. were awarded Wednesday
in his department:i— . :
Germantown - bridge; . Albert = county,
awarded to Whitman Brewer, St. Marys.
Herring Cove bridge, “Albert county,
awarded to W. J. McKenzje, Elgin, Albert
county. ;

Leslie Brook bridge, Victoria- county,
awarded to Wm. DeMerchant, Perth.
Boat Landing bridge, Victoria county,
awarded to Henry Boone; Rowena, Vic-
toria county. :

Basil Martin bridge, Madawaska county,
awarded to Whitinan Bréwer, St. Marys.
Baker Lake bridge, Madawaska county,
awarded to Whitman Brewer.

O’Regan Brook bridge, Victoria county,
awarded to Wm. DeMerchant, Perth.
Little Salmon River bridge, Victoria
county, awarded to George Hansom, of
Victoria county.

Calhoun’s Mill birdge, Westmorland
county, awarded to John M. Brown, Monc-
ton.

The contract for the steel superstructure
of the French Fort Cove bridge in New-
castle parish, Northumberland county,was
awarded yesterday to the Ruddock foundry
in Chatham (N. B.)

WITNESSES TFLL OF
'CHICAGO HORROR.

(Oentinued *frem ‘page 1.)

arrived a number of people were trying
to ‘escape. He threw the boy.to a man,
telling him® to take him_ out, and then
ran back to the etage and out to the
footlights. The audience was getiting into
a pamic, 28 he thought, end in order to
quiet it, he called. to the stage hands:
“Drop the curtain,” and to the musicians:
“Keep up your music.”” He urged the
audience repeatedly to remain quiet and
not get excited. When the curitain came
down it struck about three feet above
his head.

“I dhouted for them to lower the eur-
tain and then I felt what I would describe
as a sort of cyclone. There was a heavy
cold draught, evidently from the outside,
and there was an explosion of some kind
as though you would light a match and
the whole box goeg off. Then I thought
of my boy'and that perhaps the man did
not take h'm out, so I went for the back
door where the people were trying to
got out and then I went out myself and
found my boy in the alley:”

_ Mr. Foy declared that he was satiefied
in hism own mind that the fire was caused
by sparks from the ‘“Spot” light, but that
he had no personal knowledge of the fact.

Asbestos Curtain Not Fire.proof.

The next witness called was George W.
Stetson, of Hingham (Mass.), secretary of
the O. E. Trainer Manufacturing Com-
pany, who made the asbestos curtain. He
said that there were two Kkinds of asbestos
curtains, one in which a fine brass wire
was interwoven, the other being without
the wire. Both curtains were of equal use
against flames, the wire being merely to
provide greater . tensile strength to the
fabric. When asked by Coroner Traeger
how he accounted for the burning up of
his fireproof curtain, Mr. Stetson replied
that he did not, believe it had burned up
and in his ‘opinion the greater part of the
curtain was lying at the present time up-
on the theatre stage, covered with soot
and frozen. He declared that in his opin-
jon the greater part of the curtain was
still intact and he was anxious to obtain
from the chief of police permission to re-
move portions of it fron'the theatre and
experiment with it. He was shown a
portion of the curtain which had been
brought from the Troquois theatre and
said that it had been.in a very hot place
and that the life was praetically all out
¢f the pieces shown him.

At the eonclusion of Mr. Stetson's tes-
timony an adjournment was takea uatil

10 cvleck tomorrow smoraing.

TR TS

TORIA

The Kind You Have Always Bought, and which has been
in use for over 30 years, has borne the signatnre of
and has been made under his pers

Experiments that trifle witly

It cures D :
Troubies, ﬁ’

Stomach and Bowels, giwing healthy /and nay
The Children’s Panacea—1ghe Mothelf’s Frigfl

The Kind You Have Always Bought
In Use For Over 30 Years. ‘
THE CENTAUR COMPANY, 77 MURRAY STREET, NEW YORK CITY.

sion since its infanc7e

HOPE OF PEACE IN
" FAR EAST ABANDONED.

scmamsecanan

(Continued from page 1.)
attitude of the United States will mean
much. She hae negotiated already with
China, opening of three ports in Man-
churia to the commerce of the world.
These ports have been occupied by Rus-
aia and thus her treaty righte have been
violated.

“Japan is not guided by selfish motives,
but, is acting in the interests of all ma-
tions. I hope the United Btates will
e'early undesstand our position and will
favor us with their support.”

The corrcspondent, asked the minister if
he had lost all hope of peace.

«] mever Jose that hope’ he replied.
The Chinese legation.claims to be without
information in regard to the attitude of
Ohina in the event of war. It was said
that alt the outeet it wae certain that
neutrality would be proclaimed, but in
case of Japanese victories it would not
surprise the legation if the Chinese should
throw in their lot with Japan. This
would weriowsly embarrass Russia, not be-
cause of the importance of the Chinese
as a fighting force, but because of the
danger of the interruption of the Russian
cemmunications.

The Chincee diplomats strongly depre-
cate war, for the reasom that whether
Rusdia or Japan is the victor they fear
a final a*paration of territory.

Russian Warships After Japanese Squadron

Port Arthur, Jan. 7, via Che Foo, Jan.
7—Several warships left here at midnight
for the purpose of meeting a Japanese
squadron of four ironclads approaching
Corea to @bop six Japanese coal-laden
chips from Japan for Port Arthur and to
cancel their charter to a Russian firn
here.

Lake Baikat is frozen.

There is a normal movement of froops
in both directions on the railway. The
Port Arthur defenceg are complete and
the ‘authorities are confldent. |

Yankees Would Bs Friendly- Neutral.

London, Jan. 8—The Daily Mail’s Tokio
correspondent says:

“Governar Taft had a secret conference
with the Marquis Ito this afterncon at
the United States Consulate in Yokoha-
ma. I understand that Governor Taft as-
gured the Marquis that the United States
wil observe friendly neutrality towards
Japan in the event of war and that if
necessary it would grant the use of Amer-
jcan ports in the Far East to the Janan-
" ese fleet.”

Japs lasure New Men-of-War.

London, Jan. 8—The insurance of the
Japanese cruisers Niasin and Kasaga,
which were built at Genoa and bought
from the Argentine government, has been
completed after considerable difficulty.
The policics have been @0 arranged as to
permit the cruisers to go by the way of
the Suez canal, Cape Horne, or Cape ef
Good Hope routes, as the circumstances
of the moment may dictate. <

“Bent—*Cotlin thinks the country is go-
ing to the dogs.”

Hunt—“Cotlin always iwas found of
dogs, but I never heard him say anything
quite so flattering as that.”

hibondonera spend apout £6,800 a day on cab
Te.
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| smile to reassure the widow of his fundness

Tho Choica of Widow Gales.

By Frances

The large warm kitchen was very cosy,
and Widow Gates’ buxom figure,- added
greatly to its homelike and comfortable ap-

i It was snowing without, and the widow
stoed at the little chintz-curtaiced window,
and gazed reflectively at the flakes that
blew about the pame. Old Tom, the cat,
doged in his rocking dhair by the fire. He
was her only companion and pet, and his
mistress 1-ved him devotedly.

Just a year to-uight,’ she said, tarnin ¢
from the window and speaking to Old Tom,
‘just a year to-night since poor Silas passed
away; poor, gog 'Bilas! Well, well, who
would haya-#iought that my dear husband
aud that in a year's time 1'd
Deary,
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: three men a-eourting me.
leary, how thiogs do coms about ’
Tom opened his eyes and gazed sleepily
at the widow, who continued her one-sided
conversation with bim.

Yes, Tommy, it's just & year—just one
year; and, govdness me, now I'm left in
this quandary to know which of the three
I shall take. Oh, deary me, Silas, you did
leave me with plenty of the world’s g *ods,
I know, but gracious me, I wish I knew
which of the thres you preferred should
take your place. Poor filas was al.ays a
good provider, lordy knows, Tom, but I
can't liva alone like this, it isn’t p-oper,
Tommy, my dear; no, it isn't proper.’
She spoke cheerfally, but.she wip d her
tearless eyes with the corner of her apron,
in respect to the late Mr. Gat-s.

Tom purred sympathetie lly and snug

gled down to have another sleep.

T'll take time, Tommy dear, sud make a
good careful pick of tha three, T will, for
Silas’s dear sake and your's Tommy. Now
there’s the Dcacon—things certaialy are ia
his favor—he's such a good church member.
and, well, as I'vs heard tell, he's.got a roug
bit put away; of course he’s & mite pig-
headed, like most all old bachelors, but
goodu ss me, I just know I could manage
him prime. Then there's Hi Bloom from
up the hill; well, well, to think how he
used to court me twenty years ago, afore
Susy Jones came to the village! I did al-
ways like Hi, even if he did pick ~usy in-
stead of me; and then, anyhow, she led him
an awfal life, which was a blessing, it jast
showed Hi what a mistake he made. Hi
ain’t gota cent, to be gare, but that ten
aore farm of his, but then heain’t got any
childr. n, either, which is a wonderfal bit
in his favor, for there's: that little Mr

Simpkins, from down the village way, he's
go* six or more belonging to him, and 1
paver could abide ehildren abont. Bus
poor little Simpkins doss just think a lot of
me, Tommy desr, why it was just the other
day that he was telling me, I didn’t look
ors than thirty.” Widow Gates was fifty
but she carried her age well, and she was
still very strong and vigorsus. :

At the remembrance of Me Simpkine’
eompliment, she hurried to $he little mirror
that hung by the sivk, Sheg zed at her
reflection with a thoughtfnl but bappy
smile, and she patted the stray wisps of ber
pepper and salt bair, back from her fore-
head.

A large lamp, with a shade of bright yel-
low, stood on the supper table, and it threw
a mellow light about the room. The widow
had finished her supper but the remain:
were still on the table.

She turned from the mirror with a start,
as a loud and fsudden knock was heard aé
the door, and then hastened to let her visi.
tor in, whoever it might chance to ba.

‘Good-evening, Widow Gstes, good-even-
ing,’ said a little man who was envelopad
in a far-lined coat that covered him from
head to foot.

‘Good-evening, Mr. Simpkins And how
are you to-night? the widow said, as she
flastersd about to get him a chair.

Mr, Simpkins’ noss was bluy with the
oold, sod drops of melted snow hung on hia
hair and side-whiskers, both of which were
a brilliant red. He removed his large coat,
and gazed at the widow’s comfortable figare
as she bustled about the room.

‘My, my, how homelike this is; how
homelike, dear Mra. Gates,’ he exolaimed,
ag he warmed ‘his hands at the fire and
stared about him.

‘Won’t you have a cup of tea?' the widow
answered hastily, to chack the sudden rush
of compliments that might follow his last
remark.

‘A eup of ‘tea?’ he olasped his hands in a
gesture of rapture at th» thought ‘A cup
of tea brewed by your own fair hands? Ah,
Widow Gates, you are too kind; too kind
to me!

For company’s saks the widow joined him
in the tea drinkicg and for a while they
chatted pleasantly over the latest goseip
from the villags, as they sippsd their tea
and nibbled the widow's home-made cake
that was famed for many a mile around.
0ld Tom sat in the widow’s Iap and his
wicked yellow eyes glared at the little man.
‘You spoil that apimal, if I may be so
bold as to offer a remark, my dear friend,’
Mr. Simptins said with a revengeful smile
in Tom's direction, after that animal had
given bim an uausuolly augry glare.

] eould pot spoil a better companion,’
widow anewered brskly, and stroked

Br pet’s soft blact fur. .

‘No, no, of cuourse not! Very hand

some cat; ve-y intelligent; very fine ocat ia-

deed,’ the little man eaid with a harried
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for her pet.
There was a long sileace which was
broken at last by Mr. Simpkins, who spake
ia a tender, lover like voics, which asartled
the widow.
‘Ah, Widow Gates—B:linda—may 1 eall
you that sweet name for I always think of
you as Belinda—my dear Belinda—' he
leaned across the table with the intention
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Tom forestalled ths actio1 by stre‘ching
out his huge /psw, meetiog the ‘bony haod
of Mr. Simpkins half-way, snd leaving his,
trads mark upon it, 10 the form of a deop
scratch, The wooer ¢ ntivu>d, however,.
in an unaba-hed maoner. “Ab, if you only
koew how deep'y I lov> yon. aweet, kind
friend; dear fijiend, you would not spurn
my hamble «fer «f marriage. My mother-
less chil rea yaara for youe lo ing and fen-:
d r sare; ah Batinda svy that—Oh—myp!
Oh —my, what's that—for meroy’s ¥ake—"
whet's that—' hs finished in a frightened
squamk, for a suiden and nerve racking:
fu-il:de cf angry voices from outside broke.
upon the calmness of tie nighte: -
Ths widow sose fron her chair, and ub-
worod the gne word in hasky tones, ‘Barg-
fars!' .

"The sound of footateps orudching about
in the orisfPsnow, came ¥o their ears plaia.
ly. and they heard a voios ssy, ‘Take that,
yeu carsed old fool, taks that—sand that—
and thst,’ there were long pauses between'
the words and then a wesk suswer came,
‘Let mo up, I say—let m» up. Lst me up
you rascally oid soslawag you, or Tl have
the law on ye if ye don’t. ket me up—-lst
—me—up.’ ; g
Poor little Mr. Simpkins trembled with
fright; his red hsir and whiskers stood out
from his hesd and face like a sorabbing
brush, and he begged the widow to hide
him :
That lady, however, procesied 3 investi.
gate the cause of the disturbanco, With '
broom in hand, she sallied forth, not pay-
ing the slightest attention tJ the frightaned
wails of her visitor. : .
Woman-like, she took & hand ia the'co
flot that was goiog om without, sod she
used the broom wivh good «ff .ct upon the.
beligersats who. peoved to bs the worthy
Dencon and the esteemed Hi Bloom, <

Widow Gates bsug the Deacon over the
hsad with her n vel weapon, until hig role
fcom the rather portly chestof Hi Bleom;
upoa which he hai beea kaeeling.. Poor
Hr'e face was purpls from the besting hé
ha} received at the haods of the D acon,
and his month was filled wi: h the soft snow.
He was assisted to his feas by the widow,
aod he and his antagonist glared at caeh
other in the moonlight. : :

iWell I never,’ Widow Gatis exclaimed -
angrily. when she fonnd'snﬂiokntbmﬂl
t do s0. ‘Well T never! Hére yon twe
are, acting like a disgr~ceful jair of lopa-
tios! A deacon of the churehsad an hoa
orable’ member, with no more seuse thasy
two schoolboys; ain’t you ashemed of your:
selve:? Disgraceful, shameful, awfal con:
duct—My! ' My! -What is the world eom-
ing to? She leaned her elbows upon ehe .
haudle of her bro>u sud laughed sreasti-
cally at the snow bespattered pair.— =

‘i et me explaln; I can explaio,” Hi sai
as he'stepped a little ' eloser to the widow’
protecting side : L

‘No, nn, you old fool, Jet me explain{
My dear Widow Gates, [ wiia' just. entering ’
the gate whén—' the jDedcon begsn in s
hasky voice, but Hi interrupted him with,
‘I got here first, you darmed old- liar, I got
to the gate first and—’ ) ! oy

‘You dida’t,” the Descon’ sdid sugrily;
and for o few minates iv looked as though
war was to be resumed, for Hi answered in
still more angry tones, ‘I did; you old liar;

I did, and if Widow Gates Wil let ‘e exX-
plain, I'll prove that—’ A $x 8

‘Shut up your explanations; the Widow's
alistening to m-=, and I'l—' the Deacon’s
anger rose as well as his voice, and he shook
his fist threateoingly in the ather’s face.

That—’ Hi Bloom began sgain, but this
time the widow heraelf {did she inteérruph-
ing. ’

‘Get out of hers both of you; ges ont. I
aay, and, 1f [ ever catch either of you old
¢ools around here again, Pl send for the
sown marshal,’ she pointed to the gale as
she spoke, aud 'hen, with her héad bigh,
she stratted into the house leaving vhe bali-
gerenta to each other’s company, aod their
sorry reflections. - ;

Upon entering the kitchen she found Me.
Simpkios astraddle of the window sill, He
was neither in nor out, for the poor little
man did not kaow whether safety liy with-
in or without. 3

But the widow halpad him to a hasty de-
cision.

Striding aeross the room sheggrasped hir
by the coat collar and yanited him from t!
sill, giving him & vindiotive little shake
she set him upon the floor, ;

He gasped and spluttered out in thro
accents, ‘Widow Gates— Belinda—I— _
another shake and the words died away
» choking gurgle, as the widow rulentlessly,
and in grim silence, marched him to the
door. ; . :

She thrust him forth with-a violence that
sent the poor little man stumbiisg and
staggering through the orisp snow, and
then, returning for his far-lined overcoat
and cap, she flung them after him, and
slammed the door with a contemptuous
bang. ¢ : ‘

‘There,” she said, deciledly, ‘a good rid-
danoce to bad rubbish.’ : !

Assuming a reflective mood, she said .to
herself:

‘Lo think [ was foslish enough to wonder
which one of thase silly old fellows I cered
for. DI'm well rid of 'em all.’

She put her hauds upon her }lamp hips,
aud, nodding her head to 0ld Tom, g
vent to h r fedliogs ia & hearty pe
laughter.

\Glplﬂlill the widow’s plamp hand, but
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