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of the best known of our mwu'y men.
andspea.ksatwba.tham. We do

is the only means, to otr view, of ef-
fecting ‘& permamnent mewvemsm or
of rendering our condition (n eny wise
a saf2 one, ‘and we recommend to
readers a very .careful perusal of the
ideas sot forth by our eontnlbutm‘-—-
Editor C. M, G.

I think is will be mﬁveﬁs&dﬂy ac-
knowledged - that the mmost 4

mportant. |
feature brought prominently to  our |

notice is the vast importance ot t.horp
ough  practice. in the arm we uﬂrgt.
Any ardinary person will agree that
if we are armed with a rifie, or other
weapon, ft is of th: first importanics to
be able to use it. The fact that our
militia. cam perform the purely show
movements of manual exercises and
physical dnill with our arm, and de-
liver imaginary voll2ys et the various
parades, etec.,. does.not prove that we
are of any "2 whatever in the actual
snt of shooting and hitting the object
aimed at. Itis quite evident that there
is only ome road to efficiency, and that
is practice with ball cartridge. No
other makeshift will supply its place.

This practisz,. I fear, the militia do
not receive. Now, fer the purposes of
encouraging this branch of anilitary
work, lamge sums of momey are fur-
pished to the Dominion Rifie Associa-
tion and the lifferent provincial asso-
ciations every y2ar.  We may say
1that nzarly @il ‘he available funds go
in this d@irection, &nd are expended in
supplying extravagant ranges, giving
prizes, working expenses at matches,
and paying ' officials.” Now, in return
for this what do we receive?

We have the satisfaction of seeing

' gathered at Ottawa, year after:year,

a2 numbar of professional shots, who
annually assemble there, win the prizes
offered .and enjoy themselves. What
actual benafit does the militia gain
from this; as we know that to a great
extent the same cormpetitors annually
present themiseives? How does this
improve the general proficiency ‘of cur
force? After these enthusiasts become
proficient, to meach the goal of their
ambition—Ottawa—they are perfect.
It is obviously a ‘'waste of money #o
spend more on then.

If we secured a naw batch every year
we could ebtain some returns for our
outlay. Any military man, or other
penson, who has the good of the militia
at heart, cannot fail to notice many
evil featurss in connedtion with these
gatherings. We refer first to the un-
dignified "aspact of the affair, when we
see officars competing with the rank
and file (few as they are unfortunate-
ly) for momey prizas. This is not com-
doecive tio discipline, nor is the slovenly
and often unmilitary appearance of
*he ranks in accordance with our ideas
of military customs. We often find
officers, sorgeamts and privates occu-
pying the same tent, and associating
together in a way that would not be
tolerated in any ordinary camp of in-
struction.

Agnin, the professional has introduc-
ed many unmilitery innovaitions, which
he fancies are necessary for his opera-
tions. In fact, the box of implements
which he packs to the firing points,
and the t#me ocoupiad in manipulat-
ing these wvarious articles are quite
enough tie frighten a young man who
has been, taught, very properly, that
all he is required to possess as a soldier

is his rifie and ammunition.

We hear of matches being arranged
for beginners, to encourage the young-
er men, but a little refleation will con-
vince ug wof the usel=ssness iof this pro-
position. It is impossible for the young
men throughout the country to spare
either tha'time or the money necessary
to make a trip to the central points
and compete. If one here and there
does come, he is discouraged at the
amray of pro&assuma.ls, who carry all
before them.

Consequently, we omly meet with
thos> wihio, owing to -their skill, can
insure making emough money to pay
expenses, and thus the abuse of the
whole sysbsm comes in, i. e., pothunt-
ing. These competitors can
heforehand %or their annual
to suit the eccasion.

It will be noticed, also, ithat the
dates of the different miatches are ar-

arrange
hokidays

ranged so that our crack shots may’

take in each meet in succession, and,
in: this way, make  the clincuit, put
more momey dn their poekets, and, as
they call it, encourage rifle shooting.
‘Under thts systam, the attendamce of
the rank end file cannot be wsecured.
But, if, en the other hand, the money
was distribated to ¢he local and regi-
mental organizations, where men could
altend, a great benefit would result.

There is no reason why the D. R. A.
and prowinical associations shiould mot
exist; but that the moaey should be
thus diverted into the pockets of pro-
fessionals is absurd and wriong. Let
us suppose that the large sums of
money dewoted to securing the mange
at Ottawa, including 50 targets or o,
was laid eut inst:ad at the headquart-
ers of vayfous regiments and com-
panies. If this procedure were follow-
ed, we would probably instruct more
men in ome battaliom, and after a mil-
itary fashion, than asssmble from the
whole Dominiom at Ottawa. This
svould furmish an incentive for men to
join the miMtia, and partake of the
recreation and amusament dhe rifle
provides.

At this peint we would beg to point
ocut a pepalar error, in supposing that
because we are ammed with a long
rang: rifis, that it is a necessity to
have a long range. We hear of ranges
being discaried because they do not
furigh disfances over 600 yards. This
is o mistake. If long distances are
not  available let us avail ourselves of
the short owes, which camn be found
with safie backgrounds in many io-
callities, ' where 1,000 yards would be
dangarous.

A rifie Hke the Lee-Enfield, with its

at

‘defeni( Vi - gimpler
mmmw’!wmtweu-
Aciency, and ot an num-
'ber of ‘trick™ Mm”‘r-
‘geints whose duiies He in other direc-
mnbwrmopimonmt!t
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an ‘almost useless formoe, a8 far as

mvidemaze-a:tevapdntwwe

kground 15 obtainable in the vi-
cinity | and vil-
Teges. xwmm-nbe found,

se&vequttheshontmws—mlmtcbes

system. ‘and service. 'sonditions, com-
petitors to "bé dlassified and handicap-
ped to prevemt pothuating. The gov-
ernm=nt’s yedrly allowance of ‘ammu-
nition to bs increassd, and all ranks
compalizd to fire the full allowance.
Extri ammunition to be sold from
government st.oree at cheap rates. All
targets to.be of a dmﬂar pattern and
the silhoustte figures to be adopted.
In oomduab:m. de;ote the money now

meets to encouraging regimental and
company asgociations.  Some day it
will ‘be found how absurd it is to ex-
pect anything but disastsr, when men
know nothiing of the weapon they car-
1y. The absurd aumbsr of 40 rounds
per year is suppxsad to be fired by our
militia. . In most cases the practice is
mever carriad out. It is considered
unimportant. Our camps are devoted
to drill almost entirely.

It is folly for the critics of taday to
suddenly . discover what they speak of
as. a. modern lessom.. It fis a lesson
which we never gshould have been call-
ed upon to learn, considering  that,
away back in the days of the American
Revolution, just such another ingtanca
as the present was gfiven to us, when
the man of the soil took up his rifie;
knowing well that the drill, on which
we set such atore, could, for all intents
and purposas, be picked up sufficiently
at the last moment. Omne would have
thiought that the affair at Majuba hill
would have provided food for more
reflection at that time. Onr own
Northwest experienze, in 1885, was
similar. We all know the insignificant
numbers that fought under Riel. But,
after w2 had crushed them with force
of numbers, #s we are doing now in
South Africa, the swagger and comn-
gratulations of victory obliterated the.
lessons we ought to have learned, and
we revert to the old regime with a
smirk of satisfaction.

with commomn sense to adopt the me-

tive, and which we have discovered,
to our cost, must be sound? = Other-
wise, the best element in officess and
men of this xreat empire would not

primitive people. A professional in |
any branch of life is considered able
to vanquish the amatear. Should it
not be the case with ‘the soldier? We
may point with priie to the recent
victeries fin the Soudan and India, but
in thes2 cases we should curf our en-
ioyment when the fact presents itself
that the enemy were most imperfectly
armed, and not proficient with the
rofles which they did possess.

Suppesing we possassed a battalion
of “William Tells,”” they would be
counted out at any wof our modern
inspections, if the only qualifications
they possessed ware good shooting and
the power of raarching like ordinary
individuals. We suppose this, for we
have never yet seen a general who
asked to inspect the score sheets, or
inquired if even our small amount of
ammunition had been expended. I
might here mention that the well-
known 40 counds per year are fired
generally at the end of the 12 days’
camp, and, in most casas, blazed away
in a perfunctory mamner, thiis portion
of the exercises being considered of no
importance whatsver, but merely a lit-
tle amusement for the “boys.”

With regard to the system of con-
verting troops into a machrme, which
we implicitly follow, we might refer
to a passage in Sir Wm. Butler's
“Iistory of the Life of General Col-
ley.” He says: “Ours were the dog-
matic teachings of the barmack square, |
the acquired  lessoms ©of unreasonable
drill, the accapted formulae of oouect-
ive movement, subordinaiting action to !
one mind and one command, and liable |
to produce inertness and helplessness,
whenever circumstances became such .
as previous precept had not contem-
plated.” Thess well-wiorded expres-
sion are true to.the letter, and are
quite in keeping with the remarks of
Winston Shurchill, whio compares the
working of our men and that of the
Boers to the difference between a pack
of hounds and a flock of sheep. The
hounds, each employing his individual
talents, yet working with his fellows
for a common object; the sheep, with
individuality distortsd and destroyed,
in order to acquire what we call dis-
cipline, follow only the leader, and
when he falls huddle ‘together and are
shot down.

At present we in Canada adhere en-
tirely to the principles of the sheep.
The objects of our camps ehould be
to make battalons capable of being
hamdied, by teaching them' a few sim-
ple movements. Squad dril must be
altered so that you can do in one day |
whiat now takes a week. Everything |
should give way to field work and ac-
tual practice with the rifie. Let us
hope that these lessons will teach us
el what changes are necessary. We in
Canada have our duty to perform; let
us carry it out at once “lest we forget.”

(Canadian Military Gazette.)
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LETTER TO MR. CHAMBERL.\I\T.

To the Rl:ht Hon. J. Chamberla.iﬁ,
M P.:

‘better send. it through you. It is only.
a lictle: girl's letter. But I want her
to know that the n&tla canadiqns real- |
1y do love her, are glad that the
Canadian soldiers. went to Soutu
Africa. We would-all go if we could.

T remain yours truly,
FRANCES BUTLT.
The lieciory, Shediac, N. B.

MR. CHAMEERLAIN’S REPLY.

The private secretary presents his
compliments'to Miss Frances Burt, and
ig dirccted by Mr. Chamberlain to in-
form her that he has had pleasure in
! forwarding her letter (o her majesty,
i the Queen,
Colonial Office, ).ondon,

April 2, 196,

_MISS FRANCES' LETTER b 1) THI»}‘

» QUERN.
. To Her Most Gracious Majesty, Vic-
tcria, Queen of Englind:

Dear Madam--1 am a lttle girl,
eleven years old, and my pupa is'the
rector. ‘My s=choolmales and I want
to teil you that we Jove vou because
you are our Queen. We love you, too,
because you were so sweet and kind
to.our Canadian soldiers, If I were a.
man I would go to South Africa and
fight for you. 1f I were a big girl 1
wouid be a' Red Cross nurse.

‘We pray to Jesus every day that you
may seon see peace and victory.

1 should dearly lave to see you; but
I suppose I never shall, as I live so far
away. But I can tell you tHat we love
you, and all the Canadians do, too.
We would rather be British thanany-
thing.

will prevent my letter reaching you.
Papa said that perhaps they might not
think it worth while. But if you knew
it was coming I know you would not
let them disappoint me.
With humble respect,
I remain,
Your loyal and loving little girl

‘Wiculd it not rather appear in acdord

thods whoch are proved to be so effec- |

have baen neaded to conquer those |

FRANCES BURT.
The Rectory;, Shediac, N. B.

THE QUEEN’'S ANSWER.
‘Windsor Castle, March 31, 1900, .
Miss Phipps is desired by the Qusen
to thank Miss Frances Burt for the
nice letter her maijesty has rcceived
i from her. The Queen was touched to
receive from her little Canadian sul--
ject such a warm-hearted expression
| of loyalty and of interest in the brave
| troops united in her army.

CIVIC MATTERS IN NORTHUM-
BBERILAND.

A correspondent writes: As the cne
side of our late civic strife has been
made public through the medium of
two St. John papers, it may possibly
be of some interest to give a brief out-
line of the true condition of affairs.
The prefix of “true” is placed advis-
edly, as from the character of the al-
leged awthor of the reports above re-
ferred to it goes without comment that
nothing from his pen can be relied on
where he is interested in the slightest
degree, ;

In the desbatch to the Telegraph he
went out of his way to .belittle Mr.
Loggie and those who supported him,
and used language which was resented
by Mr. Loggie at the meeting of Mon-
day night, at which he held up the
author to the meeting in his real Vicar
of Bray character. The despatch as-
serted that Mr. Nicol was “brushed
aside” by the supporters of Mr. Log-
gie, whereas the fact is that Mr. Nicol
declined the nomination, and very pro-
perly so, if he was convinced, as it is
said he was, that he was expected to
become a subservient tool in the hamds

{of the same clique who usually have
i some ‘“limber-backed” fellow in a po-
| gition to carry forward their designs.

i It was only after Mr. Nicol had ile-
! dlined that Mr. Loggie’s friends ap-
| | proachad him with the nomination. Mr.
{ Lioggie considered ‘that his services
for -four years as an aiderman had
given him some: claim to the position,
and so felt no acmple at 'mphnz
the offer of his trle'nds, ,aud,,to'r two
weeks there was mo taik of any oppo-
sition;, but at length the'party which
hes been for a long time dispemsing
the llegally sold liquor in Chatham
arose to the occasion; and feeling that
their “‘craft was in damger,” they set
about sscuring & cendidate of their
own, and having piocured the assist-
ance of representatives of two or more
of our manufacturing firms they offer-
edﬁneirsupporttoﬂm L. J. Tweedie,
{ provincial secretary of New Bruns-
wick, Mr. Tweedie having accepted
the nominatiom, it then becamee neces-
i sary for Mr. Loggie to set about his
canvass, which he had not done up to
that time.

Mr, Loggie is a geatleman doing a
very large fishing and gemeral busi-
i ness in the town, a man of good busi-
i ness attainments, standing high in
church circles; a moral, temperance
and patriotic man, and one against
whom such a one as Mr. Tweedie had
no chance for success in the town in
which both were best known, even
with all the strength given by two of
‘the largest labor-employing concerns
{in the town which paid out large sums
ion election day and previously, to
qualiry dzlinquant raetepayers. Com-
bined with the acquired strength from
[t‘he above sourges, Mr. Tweedie had

woull take care . to

‘Dear Sir—I do want my  letter to ¥
reach the Queen.. Mypmaaldlm :

I hope none of your great officers’

Mortgages hnd renl estate
Bonds' a.nd Debentures.

Cash in banks, sundries.

the united liquor support, with all that
it could offer in the way of money to
bet on the success of their champion,
as well as a goodly expendxture of the
ardent.

In this civic contast no political lines
were -irawn. It was simply a ques-
tion of clean administration or the re-
verse, but in this connection the ques-
tion of ‘‘steal’” bridges, rush ilegisia-
tion, and all, the various anti-temper-
apce schemes in which the provinciad
secretary has had a hand brought each
a quota of ballots to swing the result
in fawvor of Mr. Loggie.

men who can glibly denounce, in pub-
¢ and in private, the rascality as
shown by the late bridge emnquiry, can
recommend one of the parties con-
cernad in these transactions as espe-
cially fitted to engineer the issue of
bonds and coassquent comstruction of
the proposed water-works for our
town. It is well to observe that the
townsfolk are not to be misled by such
palpably inconsistent reasoning.

The Gazette correspondent attempts
to underrate the composition of the
council as at present censtituted, at-
tempting to hide his identity by pub-
iishing his own editorials in the col-
umns of his trusty Gazette, and
thereby showing his cowardice. I
supposa he {s afraid that the present
council will cut off some of his con-
tracts. Well, we have been pretty
considamate of him for the last four
yvears, and if he finds that public
competition will be the rule for the
future he must omly attribute it to the
desire of the council to come up to his
standard ou’. ability.

It is hard to umdersiand. exactly
W‘here he stands, for if the c¢omposi-

of the council is mot satisfactory
to bim it is well known here that it
was the introduction of Mr. Tweedie
into the contest which caused not onily
the changes in the persomnel of the
council, but also to the glorious exhi-
bition of the waakness of Mr. Tweedie
in his mative place, and o whom can
this state of things be attributed but
to those firiends of Provincial Secre-
tary Tweedie,” who thought to force
Aim down the throats of people who
appear at last to be tired of the long-
continued reign of boodlers, and have
by this act started a reform in the
political conditions as they affect this
county.
another branch of the same connec-
tion met its ‘Waterloo in Newcastle on
the 17th, and that a -solid phalanx of

swept into oblivion by the united ef-
forts of those who stand for good gev«
ernment. X.

DEATH OF MRS. H. HARRIS.

(Vancouver World, April 24.)

A well known and highly respected
regident joined the great majority last
evening in the person of Mrs. Harris,
wife of Herbert sTarris, of A. A. Boak’s
officé. The deceased came to Vancou-
Per about five years ago from Halifax,

Nova Scotia. Fred Harris, formerly of
the Hudsomn's Bay Co., but now a re-
sident of Victoria, is & son, also Rev.
P. C. L. Harris, who has a charge in
Eastern Ontario. Mrs. A. A. Boak is
a daughter of the seceased lady.

Sﬁbscr§ba for the Semi-Weekly Sun.
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FIN ANCIAL STATEMERT

RECEIPTS.
Aty $1,000,011 27

DISBURSEMENTS.
To Pol'lcy-holdam

$215,805 30
164,118 50
14,778 51
50,687 72
78,492 99
$523,778 02
226,273 53
15,000 00

$1,305,607 18

LIABILITIES. s

Reserve Hm. 3 1-2 and 4 1-2 per cent..
A(J;Reaerve Goy’t: Standa~d  $6,671,192.00).
‘Theath and” enddwmvnx colaims

$6,751,812 00
32,706.70

Capital: stock ’nid up

w080 o 2k $448,492 27
ceveen s 300,000,00
500,000 00

..$1,448,492 27

J. K. MACDONALD, Managing Director.
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It has

THE ST. JOHN SEMI-WEEKLY SUN is the  best newspaper
time farmer can take. Itis pubhshed on Wednesdays and Saturdays, eight
large pages every issve; containing all the provmclal as well as foreign news.

THE MOST COMPLETE WAR SERVICE

of any paper in Hastern Canada, and its frequency of issue makes it of especia
interest during the strife in South Africa. -

REMEMBER THIS OFFER IS GOOD ONLY ON ABOVE CONDITIONS.

What Cured
Your Cough ?
ADATISON’S BALSAM !

No cough can stay after being

treated with it. . It simply

soothes it out of existence.

There is nothing harsh or im-
perative about

It heals the sore parts, tones
up the irritatcd air passages
and strengthens the bronchial
tubes — thus stopping the
sources of the cough.

san 280

PROFESSIONAL.
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163 emml STREET:

Immbev—Geo
hunna.n, Williami
OaMns, Daaiel DWYET,

DR. J. H. MORRISON,

The report was unanimously adopted, and the former Board of Directors re-elacted:
Prwdent_nou sxn w: P- nowunn' K- c. 'o Gc, c- B‘

“N. B. General Agent—G. W. PARKER St. John City Agent—S. A. MGLEOD,

The Seml-Weekly Sun

The Co-operahve Farmer
ONE YEAR FOR ONLY $1.20.

This great combination offer is only open to new subseribers or to
old subscribers who pay all arrearages at the regular rate, and One

THE CO-OPERATIVE FARMER is a Semi-Monthly Journal, exclus-
ively devoted to the interests of the farmers of the Maritime Provinces. Itis
the official ergan of the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Association of New Bruns-
wick ; the Nova Scotia Farmers’ Association, and the Maritime Stock Breed-

a Mari-

Sun Printmg Company, St. John, N. B.

DR J. COLLIS BROWNE'S
CHLORODYNE

'rﬂt ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, ot
Sept. 26, 1895, eays :

i &4 ¢ w:;o nal):ed which lingl:;l gl:edlcme I

er take abroad me. a8

‘gr ‘e most' gen y useful, the

of alt I should say

CHLORODYNE. I never travel without it,

an{l fts general applicability to the reliet of

arge number of ulmple ailments forms iis
best recommendation.”

Br. J. Collis Browne’s Chlorodyns
* IS THE GREAT SPECIFIC FOR
DIARRH(EA, DYSENTERY, CEOLERA

CAUTION —Genuine Chlorodymne.
this well known
ASTHMA,

ment Stamp the: name of the inventor—

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE

Soldbymc'hmimnh.:m,u 9.,
Manufacturer—

‘and -48.. $4. Sole;

g T D—A-VEN PORT
2 Great Rug 8. London. W. 0

coum LICENSES.

The county liguor license commis-
giomers, in session yesterday after-
mioon, granted the following licenses:

M—Wm. E. Newcombé, Dan-
jel Michamd, Joseph Rowiey, Sterling
H. Barker, E. A. Treadwel, Thos. H.
Ryan (3 months’ -‘extension.)

. H. Tippet, John
Fleming, John I.
Fred Dumcan-

gon; James Ready (manufacturing

| brewer’s Mcense.)

Thos. H. Ryan and Mrs. Elizabeth
Power of Simonds and Mary Morris
wwere refusad licenses. Ryan, however,
zets a three months’ extemsion.




