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Heller Brothers DOWNIE SENTENCED TODAY 
BY ЖЕ McLEOO TO THREE

ERNEST McELMAN, AGED 33, SHOOTS 
HIMSELF THROUGH ТИЕ HEART AFTER 

ATTEMPTING TO MURDER HIS WIFE
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Blacksmiths" Tools
rrzzn:: з

Well known by all blacksmiths to be of the
finest quality. Plain and Tanged Rasps 
Farriers’ Hammers, Ball Cross and Pien 
Hammers, Hoof Testers and Parers Pincers 
Hot and Cold Chisels, " Greasers, Tongs

♦

Sentence Was as Light as the 
Judge Felt It Gould be 
Made in the Interests if 
Justice—Short Given One 
Month for Assault

THE READING OF DIME NOVELS. AND 
THEIR EFFECT ON THE JUVENILE MIND

Occurred at 11,30
Today in the Ferris Hotel,Buffers, Hardies Knives andClinchers.

і Extra Blades, Horse Tooth Kasps and Main Street—Couple Had~T-

Floats. Been Separated-He Wanted 
the Woman to go to Fred* 
ericton With Him.

■

Who Knows the Extent to Which This Evil 
Prevails in SI, John.W. H. Thorne Co. Ltd.■jt

tWhen the Circuit Court resumed thle 
morning standing room outside the 
rail was at a premium, and every seat 
was taken, as It was known that W. 
Herber Downle was to be sentenced.

Shortly after eleven o’clock His 
Honor, Jiylge McLeod, took his seat 
on the

У
I MARKET SQUARE, ST, JOHN, N. B. After’ an unsuccessful attempt td 

murder ÿs wife,Ernest McElman com* 
n itted suicide in the Ferris Hotel,Mata 
street, at 11.30 this mornin.

McElman was about thlrty-threef 
years of age and formerly belonged 
to Gibson, N. B. Hie wife was, before 
her marriage, Miss Helen Hargrove, e< 
Lakeville Corner, Sunbury county.

For some years they have not been’ 
living together, as McElman was of a 
roving disposition and seemed to find 1# 
Impossible to settle down in any one 
place. At Intervale he worked In the 
lumber woods and mills around the 
Province and in Maine. In ccnsequence 
of this Ms wife baa been forced to sup*, 
port herself and since last November 
she has been working as kitchen girl 
lit the hotel. Her husband visted her 
on two occasions since, once in Janu
ary and agairi early In February. On 
these occasions their relations were ap
parently perfectly amicable.

As McElman was without funds his 
wife paid his board, while he stopped 
at the hotel.’

Last night McElman arrived at the 
hotel again, saying that he had been 
visting relatives in Fredericton. No ap
parent change was noticed in the re- ’ 
lations of the couple except that they 
did not room together last night 

This morning McElman seemed to be 
in excellent spirits and was laughing 
and Joking with the other men In the 
hotel. About eleven o’clock he invited 
fais wife to come Into his room and 
tried to persuade her to go back to 
Fredericton with him. She refused and 
the husband displayed a disposition to 
quarrel. Finally he tried to pull the 
wedding ring off her linger and Mrs. 
McElman broke away and rap out of 
the room. As she ran McElman pulled 
a revolver and aimed It at her. She 
heard a click as the hammer fell ,bu* 
no shot was fired. She thought that he 
was trying to frighten her with an 
empty revolver and went into the kit
chen to resume her work.

Scarcely had she reached the kit
chen when she heard the report of • 
revolver shot and, accompanied by an
other servant named Marabe Forbes, 
she ran to tier husband’s room to find 
him lying on the floor with the smok
ing revolver still clutched in his grasp,
Life was already extinct.

Coroner Roberts was immediately 
summoned and his examination show
ed that death was caused by a revol
ver bullet which had passed through 
the heart. After conversation with 
Mrs. McElman and Miss Forbes he de
cided that no inquest wasi necessary.

An examination of the revolves 
showed that the cartridge, in front of 
the one which caused the man’s death- 
had been pierced by the hammer, bud 
for some reason had failed to explode.
This was evidently done when he aim
ed at fads wife. When told of It Mrs. 
Elman, who was already almost pros
trated, showed great excitement and 
said: “It was God who saved my life.’* 

There are three children in the fam
ily. One young girl is with Mrs. Frank 
McFarlane on Main street, another Is 
being kept by Mrs. Ed. Bstabrooka, ofl 
Fredericton, and the youngest Is with 
Mrs. McElman’s brother, at Lakeville 
Corner.

The deceased was a man of ehorl ___ 
stature and slight build, light complex
ion and rather good looking. He was 
usually cheerful but at times had 
showed signs of despondency.

After the tragedy occurred Mr. Mc
Elman’s ibrother in Fredericton’s was 
communicated with by long distance 
telephone. He gave Instructions to 
have the body sent to the undertakers 
to be prepared for burial, and said hs 
would come down on the train this 
evening to make arrangements for the 
funeral.

The Star presents today an article 
on the dime novel evil .which should 
be read by everyone who feels even a 
mild Interest in the younger genera
tion. It has been contributed by a St. 
John man who through baneful In
fluents In his younger days gave him
self over to a career of crime. He 
speaks of the effect of dime novel 
reading, of parental neglect, and of 
prison associations with the authority 
of one who has experienced them all. 
His words should be a warning.
•'"It seems to me that you newspaper 

people should do something to prohibit 
the unrestricted sale of dime novels, 
which Is playing such havoc with the 
boys and young men of St. John and 
other cities. No doubt the reason a 
strong agitation against this evil has 
not been carried on is that few people 
outside those directly interested,realise 
how great and how widespread is the 
harm resulting. I know an about It.I’ve 
been there and the bitter personal exper 
ienee'has taught me what thousands of 
lads are today experiencing, what fat
al dangers they are exposed to through 
the Indifference of those who Should act

“I have done time; I have mixed and 
associated with criminals of every 
class and description and you may be 
sure that what I fell you Is not in any
way overdrawn. I say these things in 
the hope that they may be instrumen
tal In rousing public sentiment against 
an evil which has so far received Utti. 
or no attention but which Is perhaps 
responsible for the production of more
.«ЙЙ2»1* Й35—55У «ther option 
found in modem society.

“When I was a boy I read dime no
vels, I was, In fact, what you might 
call a dime novel fiend. That was th< 
cause, the real original cause, of all my 
wrong-doing. I read those stories with 
such constant eagerness that this sor 
of literature became part and parce

of my very being and I gradually de
veloped a morbid craving for the sen
sational. Along with this was the over
whelming desire to emulate the ex
ploits of the characters 1 read about.
I do not say that every boy who read, 
dime novels Is similarly affected, bu 
I do say, and I know, that a great ma
jority of them are. Other boys who 
were growing up around me and wh. 
went to school with me were Just tilt 
same. All read dime novels with avid
ity and I know for an absolute fact 
that many of them turned out to bt 
criminals thoroughly Incorrigible.

“Long before I ‘fell’—to use an ex-, 
pieeslon current In the under-world—
I fully under stood how little fact there 
was In the matter found in dime nov
els, so that what I am going to say 
would hardly be applied to my own 
casei. I have found In the course of my 
experience that, of the juvenile crimin
als who come Into the penitentiary 
about seven out of every ten come 
there under the Impression that thei 
are going to meet the characters, or 
the prototypes of the characters, of 
whom they read in the blood and thun
der stories. I’ve seen boys as young as 
thirteen and fourteen come into tiv 
penitentiary, and when it Is under 
stood that they entertain such notions 
It will readily be realized what an in 
fluence older and more hardened cri
minals will have over them. The result 
Is that many young fellows who go 
Into prison, novices In crime, come ou 
of it fairly well educated in the art 
Of graft.

’’Some people think that W ‘silent 
system’ which Is enforced In every prl 
son of any Importance on the contln 
ent would prevent this to a certain ex
tent, but In spite of the watchfulnes: 
of the officials correspondence and con
versation Is carried on among the pri

soners. The conversation takes the

form of an exchange of reminiscences, 
and Ideas as to how crimes could to 
successfully carried out. A convict Is 
hardly In prison a week, before he ha 
mastered the alphabet used by deaf- 
mutes in conversing with their hands 
and various other methods of corres- 
pondln make the so-called ‘silent sys
tem’ of little avalL

“But to go back to the dime novel. 
I’ve found that many of the profes
sional crooks, men who depended en
tirely on crime for their living, were 
first launched on their careers through 
the poisoning of their minds by this 
blood and thunder literature. And yet 
this same poisoning of the young mind 
is going on every day anti no notice is 
taken of It. Now and then we read In 
the papers of a young boy being arrest
ed for some criminal venture. He 
comes from a good family, Was never 
known to show any leaning toward 
wrong-doing, and people are altogether 
at a loss to understand why he did it. 
Usually it Is explained that'he was led 
into jt. No one ever thinks of sug- 
getting the dime novel as a probable 
cause. I consider that It Is the duty 
of every parent to use every means to 
prevent their children from reading 
this class of literature.

“Some people may say the dime novel 
habit is not very prevalent. There is 
where a grave mistake 1» made. From 
my own personal experience, and from 
what I now observe, I declare that 
half the boys In St. John have the 
dime novel habit, from the time they 
are able to read until—well I know a 
number still at It who a>e-upwards of 
twenty-one. Half the messenger boys 
have dime novels In their pockets when 
they are not watched. I hear kids on 
the streets laughing about how they 
fooled their teachers by holding a- 
novel in front of their geographies and 

(Continued on page 10.)

A True Verdict! ich, and at exectly fifteen 
minutes to twelve Downle .was sen
tenced to -a term ef: three yean» jin 
Dorchester Penitentiary.

Before sentence was passed. His 
Honor asked J. M. Price, Downle1 s 
counsel. If he wished to ask for «.case 
reserved. Mr. Price expressed his in
tention of doing so after sentence had 
ben pased, but was Informed by His 
Honor that unless he moved for a case 
reserved before sentence he could not 
do so aftrward. At the request of 
Mr. Price, His Honor retired to his 
private room and there engaged In a 
private conversation with him. After 
His Honor came back Into court he 
ordered .Downle to be . brought -, to. 
The prisoner Was exceedingly pale and
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ALL AGREE THAT

ANDERSON’S HATS ARE IT!
♦'Champlain” and “ Britannia ’ take the lead.

i«r£ have the style and-finish not often found in 
ff hats at this price. We have them in all colora 
$2.00 and $260. Also the latest in Soit Hats. 
Call and see-ours and be satisfied.- - -

P. &—Some new things in Silk Hat Boxes.
I 7
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55 Charlotte 
Street*.ANDERSON & CO.і ..c........

Special Sale of
Men’s Trousers.

Prices tee from $1.1)0 te $4.50
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NEGRO AND WHITE HIRE 
HI THE POLICE COURT

INSANE PATIENT CHARGED 
WITH DRUNKENNESS

EMPRESS ARRIVES j 
BRINGS BIG CROWD

The whole of our immense stock of Trous 
ers—about a thousand pairs—are included in 
this sale. You will find here the very best 
values in up-to-date Trousers.

_ W. HERBERT DOWNIE.

stood the- ordeal well. His Honor In 
passing sentence said:

"There Is undoubtedly a good deal of 
discretion toft in my hands as to the 
sentence that shall be imposed. The 
crime Is of a very serious nature. It 
to more serious to steal from your em
ployer than from an outside parson. 
The reason of this 1s that the employ
er has to trust his employee and it to 
therefore of a more serious nature to 
make a breach of trust imposed in 
you. I have had a number of represen
tation made to me In your behalf, 
and therefore I shall not Impose as 
harsh -a sentence as I could, but as 
light as I feel I can in justice to the 
public. The sentence of this court to 
that you be imprisoned In the peni
tentiary at Dorchester for the peried 
of three years.’’

Just before His Honor pronounced 
the sentence some one In the audience 
tainted and had to be carried from 
court.

William Short was sentenced to one 
month In gaol for common assault on 
Charlie Wong, an Oriental. Short, 
through bto counsel-B. 9.Ritchie, had 
pleaded guilty to a charge of common 
assault and. the crown abandoned the 
counts of robbery.

The -civil case of McKean vs. The 
Dajhouste Lumber Co., at the request 
of defendant’s counsel and wlt!l the 
consent of plaintiff’s counsel, was 
made a nemanet. F. R. Taylor ap
peared for plaintiff and W. A. Ewing, 
K. C., for defendant

The court adjourned sine dta.

Charged With Larking About the Whaim 
—Male Prisoner Remanded,

Alfeidaot Found Him In Coart—Assanlt 
Case Between Hotel Renners.Landed 1485 Passengers Here 

This MorningAmerican Clothing House,
11—15 Charlotte St„ St. John.

It was a disgusting sight In the po
lice court this morning when Rita 
Green, a pretty young white girl, 17 
years of ages, and a Mg black West 
Indian named Louis Marrette, aged 23 
years, wore charged with lying and 
lurking on the Government pier last 
night. The gtal arrived In the city 
About a week ago from Bathurst.

The magistrate asked the black pris
oner if he could not find cllored girls 
to walk about with and with a grin 
Marrette said he could.

His Honor told the prisoner that he 
should not walk around with a white 
girl. The latter smiled and said he did 
rot see why he shouldn’t, but the smile 
left him when the magistrate asked 
him how he would like to receive 
twenty lashes on the bare back. “That 
to what you need," said Hie Honor, 
“and some good big fellow like Sergti 
Baxter to give It to you.’’

Night Detpctlve Lucas gave evidence 
of finding the pair on the dark wharf 
and of Marrette running away.

Marrette was remanded to Jail and 
the girl was sentenced to a term of 
nine months In the Home of the Good 
Shepherd.

In the police court this morning 
Harry McDonald was fined 18 or two 
months for drunkenness. Shortly af
ter he was fined an attendant' arrived 
from the provincial hospital and said 
MdDonald had escaped from the insti
tution vesterdav.

Louis Fada was charged by . John 
Cakari with assault. Cakarl claimed 
that the defendant struck him three 
times and knocked him down on the 
street.

Fada was represented by H. J. Smith 
and said that both were runners for 
boarding houses. He had twenty im
migrants from the train and Cakarl 
sang out to them that they would 
be robbed if they went to Fada’s 
house. The defendant then g§vç 
Cakarl a gentle push and he fell to the 
ground. Fada was told he must jiot 
take the law in his own hands and 
was fined $20.

Earl Penney, a truant, was allowed 
to go on the promise to attend school 
regularly in the future.

Clifford McCrackin and Peter Juln- 
Ian, two boys, pleaded guilty to throw
ing stones at a Jew. They were allowed 
to go with a caution.

Pissed Several Icebergs on thi Way Out 
—Foer Special Trains Left 

This Forenoon.
WEAR

m BUCKLEY DERBY
The Beet $2 60

Stiff Hat Made

ґ

The C. P. BL Royal Mall Steamer 
Empress of Britain, Capt. J. A. Mur
ray, from Liverpool via Halifax, ar
rived In port this morning at 8.30 and 
docked at No. 3 berth. She left Liver
pool March 12, carrying 1,485 passen
gers, Including 83 first, 476 second, 926 
third; 3,000 tome of general cargo, and 
a heavy mail. doming across the At
lantic the weather was fine until the 
last couple of days, when strong gales 
were encountered with high seeto. The 
Britain came the southerly course and 
passed three large ice bergs on March 
17 in latitude 44.5 N. longitude 45.45 W. 
The steamer reached Halifax on Fri
day afternoon, a day late. Two thou
sand bags of moll wtere landed and 
the steamer left for St. John on Fri
day night. The Empress had the larg
est lumber of passengers brought by 
one steamer this season. The passen- 

mostty Scandinavians and

The equal of any $3.50 Hat sold.
Easy Fitting, Latest

'on#
Fast Colors,
Shapes, In Brown, Black and Sage
Green.

F. S. THOMAS
539 and 541 Main Street.Solo Ageit For SL John City

The news of the tragedy spread oven 
the city very quickly and In the North! 
End caused some considerable excite
ment. Great sympathy is expressed 
for Mrs. McElman who to highly re
spected by those'who knew her and 
knew of the plucky fight she has been 
making to support herself and her 
children.

gers are
Britishers bound tor the west.

Four special trains will carry them, 
west. The flrnst train with the first 
class passengers toft the yard at Sand 
Point at 9.30, a second train left at 11 
o’clock, and the third class passengers 
will get away by four o’clock. The 
Empress of Britain has a most up to 
date entertaining device in the musi
cal line, that has ever been produced, 
a handsome verti-grand Stelnway In
strument. Capt. Murray is charmed 
with the piano and gave a couple of 
newspaper men an impromptu concert.
The piano to played by electricity and 
Is similar to some of the automatic 
pianos in use though it to far superior.

The saloon passengers were as fol
lows. G. 9. Bier, Mrs, Bier, J. Rob
ertson, R. B. Rogers, Mrs. Rogers, H.
J. Sambrook, E. Smith, T. Stewart, R. Schiller Flindt, Mrs. Fllndt, H. Foster, 

late John Callahan, was withdrawn at S. Strath. W. Stewart, C. Thomas L H Qaudrey, I. Haley, W. C. Hardy, 
$2,250. Thouret, Miss C. Thouret, P. J. Tlllett, q Hodgson, C. W. T. Hoblyn, J. .

The Pitt property at Beffllsle was B. Turner, B. Vandeleur, R. Verre, utchison, F. J. Jackman, G. Jaques, 
seed to R. M. Pitt for $660. Mrs. Verre, R. Wadefi, A. F. Walters, Mr8- j jaques, E. Johns, H. P. L.

The property at Woolostock was not M. Wlhiston, R. Willis, H. Wilson, S. jofiye, J. Kennedy, F. Lance, A. Lo- 
put up, having been disposed of at Wolff, Miss Wolff, G. H. Ash. A. E. gan„ Mr. Mackedie, J. McDiarmid, J. 
private sale. Bassett, R. H. Brazley, M. C. Bernard, j. McDonald, J. C. McLean, C. Mere-

Four Shares of the stock of The Jas. E. H. Bickford, J. M. Bruer, S. G. Bui- <jith, Mrs. Meredith and maid, Ewan 
Pender Co., Ltd., par value $100 was lis, Mrs. Byng-Hall, J. F. Byny-Hall, Moore, A. M. Murphy, J. H. Neelands, 
sold to W. B. Tennant at $200 each. J. A. Carruthers, J. N. Carruthers, Jr., j v. Nimmo, W. Odell, W. L. Parrish, 

Another lot of ten shares of the V. C. Morris, B. B. Çronyn, G. L. Dix, І д] д. Patterson, Lieut.-Com. Powles, 
same stock was withdrawn at 192 1-2. W. Dod, J. Dover, A. J. Esdaile, Q. д. jg,, R. C. Poyser.

LIBEL ACTION «RISES FROM 
THE FREDERICTON FRACAS WEEK’S DEATH RATE HIGHTODAY’S AUCTIONS

X

\
FREDERICTON, N. B„ March 20— 

The Crocket-Hanson Incident of Thurs
day is still much discussed about the 
city and to not likely to die out. Mr. 
Hanson published over his own signa
ture In the Herald last evening a let
ter in which some reflections were 
made upon Mr. Crocket. This morning 
the announcement was made that Mr. 
Crochet would1 Institute proceedings 
for libel.

There was a long list of auctions at 
Chubb’s corner at noon today. Bidding 
on some of the properties was brisk, 
but there was no great demand for 
others, and several were withdrawn.

The McDonald homestead, property 
of the late Elizabeth C. McDonald, 108 
Douglas Avenue, was sold to Edward 
Lantalum, dor $4,225.

The building on the corner of Prince 
Wm. and St. James street^, occupied 
by the 9t. John Hotel, owned by the 
estate of Charles Raymond Reid, was 
offered, but was withdrawn at $4,600.

The lot on the corner of Nelson. St. 
and Robertson place, under lease to 
L. G. Crosby, owned by the estate of 
Hon. John Robertson, was withdrawn 
at $4,000.

A lot belonging to the same estate, 
adjoining the above and fronting on 
eymthe street, was knocked down to 
R. G. Murray for $2,600.

іе lot amd two storey building, 110- 
Pond street, owned by estate of

DEATHS ««0 FUNERALSThere were seventeen deaths In the 
city during the past week due to th fol
lowing causes: inanition, 1; tuberculos
is and heart disease each two, paraly
sis, pneumonia, peritonitis, heart fail
ure, ruptured bowels, broncho-pneu
monia, cerebreljar tumor, diptheretie 
croup, congestion of the lungs, Ca 
r.oma of the pharynx, accident (run 
down by engine) one each.

St. John, March 20th, 1909.вбоге Open Till 11 Tonight

MEET AT JOSEPH CARET.

The funeral of Joseph Carey tooM 
place at 2.30 o'clock this afternoon. 
Rerv. Father Duke conducted the ser
vices at the Cathedral and interment 
was in the new Catholic cemetery.

MOSES CUNNINGHAM.

J. N. HARVEY’S
8th ANNIVERSARY SALE TONIGHT.

BRAND NEW SPRING
Clothing, Hats and Furnishings.

rce-

At an early hour this morning Moses 
Cunningham died at the residence of 
his son-in-law, D. H. Higgins, Hickey 
Road. Deceased leaves one son, George 
and four daughters, the latter being 
Mrs. D. H. Higgins, Mrs. Wm. Mer
rick, Mrs. George Gallagher, bf this 
city, and Mrs. David Waddel, of 
Reed's Point, Kings Co. One brother, 
John, of this city, and one sister, Mrs. 
Halnsworth, of Pennsylvania, also sur
vive. The funeral will be held on Mon
day.

At Greatly Reduced Pricss
Bead large advertisement and price list on page 10
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TOILET CREAMS
Sanitol Cream 25c. Ponds ExV Cream 25o 
Bleaya Cream 75o. Pompeian Cream 60c.

Hazeline Snow - 40o 
Daggett & Ramadells Cold Cream 85c. and 75a

3*f
Kosmeo 50o.

The DRUG STQRE —Phone 587-100 King St
CHARLES R. WASSON.
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