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■peak. Merely things or powic noio dan looks on at a bloodletting df~an 
riety. That you are a gambler and a operation. “What can that girl do 
rake: that you have ruined many; that with the jewels? They shall all be 
you are ruined yourself—quite enough yours. Forgive me, Anastasia, and let | 
for a girl of her class to learn. Ia our us again work together, as we hare al- ; 
rank we want much mor? before we ready' done, you and I, with no more ; 
turn our hack upon a mam 1 myself jealousy and no more suspicions." 
know much more. Yet I have married He kissed Jber hand. His manner

was changed almost suddenly; be be- 
• She has beard." Lord Fyllngdale re- came soft, caressing and persuasive.

It was the old charm, which the poor 
“Dear, deer!" «aid the parson. “All 'a-1/ co“IJ “«er resist. She suffered

him to hold her hand: she allowed him 
to kiss her; her eyes grew humid.

“Oh." she murmured, “I must do ev- e
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j this Is most un fort unate-most unfor 
tunate. Your lordship had already lost 

i vour bride-lost her." he repeated.
' ■*!.ost her and her fortune. Is there no ! erything you ask. Ludovic. If you are

only kind!"
“How can I be anything but kind?" 

lie replied, with n smile. “You must

I
5

A: way out?"
“Who brought these reports? Show 

; me the man!"
ehilT be a happy wife. You cannot im- “Ta-ta-ta! You need not blaster. Ln- forget and forgive. The thought that 
aglne bow happy you will be."

In a contest of tongues the woman { ajr; they cling to your name; , they tom from me. and by you—Anastasia.
travel with you. What? The notori by you—was too much. My mind 

“So long as yen. my lord, enjoy the ous i>or<j Fyllngdue? They have come, was upset; I knew not what I said, 
same happiness or greater 1 shall you ^ at last even to this uufashlon- Forgive me.”
not repine. You Intended my happl- j „ble corner of the Island. They are “Oh. Ludovic. I forgive!"
ness In another way." | hvré, although we have done so much I “And the Jewels shall atone, the love-

“You have destroyed my last chance. | tG declare your virtues. Acknowledge ly Jewels. \*ou shall have them all."
It la a good beginning." that yon have been fortunate so far." “Yon will truly give me the Jewels?"

“And ending, my lord. The fond “Are these reports your doing, mad “Truly, my Anastasia. After all, we 
mistress whom you have fooled so long j amj is tills a part of your Infernal are man and wife. Henceforth we 
becomes the wife. It Is not the duty jeQjousy?" shall only live for each other. Tout
of a wife to provide for her busbaudL »| do not know who put them about, happiness shall be mine. The Jewel»
Nor will the Countess of Fyllngdale al- h |s not likely that I should start euch ! shall be yours." 
low the earl ,o enter her bouse. 8be ; reports, especially afteç the scandal at
will want the proceeds of her bank her- j 1 am. In fact, like his reverence I There was a complete, a touching, rec-
selt. In » word, my lord, you are not j too much Involved myself. OU, i onelllatlon.
only my husband, but you are now j we*bave beautiful characters—all three 
privileged to provide for yourself." | 0f aa.”

He sprang to bis feet and fell to ..Who told Molly?" 
common and violent cursing. Invoking 8ay tLat , kllOW nothing. She has
the Immediate and miraculous Inter- beeu warned. That Is all I can tell 
ventlon of that Tower which be bad you aud Bbe ha8 been advised to take 
all his life Insulted and defied. The llo furtber steps until full explanations 
lady received the torrent without a l;ave l>een made in answer to these ru- 
word. What can one say In reply to a mor8.»
man who only curses? But she was ..Fb„ explanations." repeated Mr.
efratd of him; bis words were like |*urden. -Dear, dear! Most unfortu-
blows. The headlong rage of the man nate_most unfortunate.” 
cowed her; ebe bent her bead and cor- “Your lordship **an refer to bis rev- 

n».. new- eret* *ier *ace **er bands. ereuce here, or to the admirable 8em-
r5u7£-..s spres,.. The clerk told me^k-Te «,1° 'T. » ,o ,he l—la.e 8.r Hsrrj. or
•ils wife. “I come from the church" . .} me “* . , De lo the colonel, that mao of nice aodLe eaid. “I hare witnessed the mar- îî'”*. * don'- ”‘m0t, “"'’““f' well known honor, for your character.
wtoM of lltoa MollT-Caotaln Crawles Wo,lld “ not be better *° m,ke th* Bat who will glre them » character?

the .tar and look, ro grand. A private J tiÜSteîr’ l0rd,hlp-l° reT"e ~roa bad loti jonr bride before you got
■eddlna It was. I know not whv The end to b ,™~ . .. out of bed tbla morning. Tour only

wre^to Bar Mr pTrteu to Tlie br,de«room mnl<!d ”P°n bl™ chance I. to Imitate the example of
Who reJTt£ mornlD^prayera'and -"»*• *° ,peM'r\be “,<L l Tom Rlalo, and ,o carry her off. and

* p ’ "ïoo are too mealy mouthed and too f ,he wlll tbeD rtlct , knlfa between
Tlrtnon. even to tear np a page from Jour u ,be lntended to do to that 
a register.” worthy gentleman. But, no; I forgot

“1 do not wish to be onfrocked or to yon c,nnot do that Ton are already 
be sent to the plantations, my lord. marr1e^«
Meantime It would be doing yon the 
worst service In the world If I were to 
tear ont that page."

“Ob. you talk! You always talk!"
“Of old. my lord. I have sometimes 

talked to some purpose."
“Talk again then. What do you
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9•Yin hare brought ruin upon us all," 
fccr husband said, “ruin, headlong 

I am at my last guinea. 1 can 
raise no more money. 1 have do more 
credit Yon yourself ere as much dis
credited."

“If you ore ruined." the lady replied, 
"•you are rightly punished. How many 
vows hare yon made.to me? How 
many Ilea base yon Invented to keep 
me quiet?"

i dovlc. Reports of this kind are In the all 1 had sohemed and planned for was
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"W'lth submission, my lord." Mr.
f*nrd» o stammered, for terror and be- IntWlWtrment held him. “This la a bad 
morning's work. Let me advise that 
before the town Is awake we leave the She yielded. She fell Into his arms.

EgS=- Usechurch and talk over the business In
ladyship's room» or elsewhere. We 

be private. To curse and to 
•wear help* nothing, nor does It help 
to talk of a Jealous revenge. Let us

Lord Fyllngdale waa going to declare 
that It was Molly and none other who 
was married that morning at 6 o'clock 
and to assume the rights and powers 
of a husband. So that the Hews of his 
evil reputation came, after all, tSo late 
to be of any use. And as for explana
tions, who would have the right to ask 
any explanations of a married man on 
behalf of bis wife?

The counsel learned In the law gave 
his written opinion that, considering 
that the marriage ceremony was fixed 
for 6 a. bl, the bridegroofti had no 
knowledge of the bride's intention not 
to present herself; that he left hla 
lodgings a few minutes before 6; that 
a few minutes after 6 one Pentecrosse, 
well known to the lady, witnessed the 
marriage
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- It was with a tottering step, as if he 
was smitten with palsy, that the bride
groom walked down the aisle* The 
bride put up bar domino and threw her 
bood over her bead and so, with the 
parson, ln silence, walked away from 
Che church to her lodging, leaving the 
t>ridfgroom to Tallow by himself. As 
yet the marker people had not heard
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ed as she waa ac< 
though he did nc 
the parish clerk 
lady; that the de 
•wear that the hr 
that the register 
tore, there could

► face; that THEthe
Then the clerk's wife, slipping on her 

-for euch folk find the shelter of 
the apron for their bands necessary Id 

itloo—ran round to the pump- 
No one was there as yet but 

the two dippers. To them she com 
MTOlcated the news.
Then ebe went on to the market and 

tald all the people of the town wbc 
Were chaffering there.

toI —■ b* disservice? You will », rtvslo?^. horns, wbo stood before j ‘tottiO* pis, sctlu,
tbs house sod performed s oobl, flour ««« fortuuste for me.

^Wto. thedevll I. .tot for?" »ld , 'VVnllJ •omIe,tl™“ ‘“™
Into victories If ,our lordship will 
listeu."

Hla patron sat down again, -the late 
storm leaving Its trace ln a scowling 
face and twitching Upe. —

“Why the dickens wasn't Molly there? 
How did this woman find out? How 
did «be know that Molly was not com
ing?"

“I can answer these questions,” said 
the lady “Molly would not come be-

Eastern Townships Bank. her signa- 
ince what-1 THE FIREHis reverenceagaln Interposed. “With 

submission, my lord, some explana
tions will be asked. It wlll not cer
tainly be convenient to offer aby. There 
itL-hpwever. one wây, and only one. 
that 1 can suggest." He looked at 
the I .ad y Anastasia. “It wlll be per
haps at first distasteful to her lady
ship. It baa however, the very great 
advantage of securing the fortune, 
which. 1 take it, la what your lordship 
chiefly desires. As regards the girl, 
she Is, in point of manners and appear 
an ce, so far beneath your lordship's no
tice that we need not consider her la
the matter.” <

“1 care nothing about the glrL But 
hang me If 1 understand one eingle syl
lable of what yon moan—or bow you 
can secure the fortune without the 
glrL"

“A moment Madam saw her way 
to the revenge of Jealousy. She took 
the place of the bride, and she was 
married as Miss Molly. She signed the 
name of Molly Miller; the license waa 
In that name. The clerk wbo waa 
present has. I am sure, already carried 
the news all over the place. We have 
the evidence, therefore, of the bride
groom. the parson, the clerk, the li
cense and the registers. Who Is to 
prove that the real Molly was at home 
all the time? Captain Crowle, perhaps, 
though l doubt The girl herself- * But 
who will believe her? My lord. yoB 
have married Misa Molly and not the 
Lady Anastasia."

"What then?"
“You have only to claim your bride."
“Sir, you forget that lam the bride," 

Lady Anastasia Interposed quickly.
Mr. Purden bowed and smiled, rib

bing hie hands softly. “With submis
sion, madam. I do not advise that hie 
lordship should carry her off nor that 
he should claim ber ad mensam et tho- 
rum, as we scholars say. Hie princi
ples would not I am sure, allow that 
he should carry off an unmarried wom
an. Not at all. Hé wlll leave her with 
her friends. Indeed he weald prefer te 
do so. I suggest only that we should 
proclaim the marriage and lay hand» 
upon the fortune.”

“And what am I to be?”
“Hla lordship's best friend. You will 

rescue him In his deepest need; you 
wlll restore him to affluence. It will 
be a service, madam, of the purest and 
most disinterested affection. Instead of 
an ugly and ruinous revenge. Heav
ens, can you hesitate?"

They both looked at Anastasia, wbo 
made no response, her eyes In her lap.

"The trick wlll He with os three." 
the tempter went on. "Neither of us 
wilt reveal It."

“As regards Jealousy. Anastasia," 
eaid Fyllngdale, “the girl will be here, 
and everything will continue Just as 
before."

She threw up her arms and sprang to 
her feet “Oh," she cried, “It Is the 
most monstrous villainy !"

I “We need not think of the glrL We 
j must think of ourselves."

“The fortune Is Immense, Anastasia, 
itxts ridiculous that the girl should 
lave so Audi. We will leave her e 
competence, and there are the Jewels."

Lady Anastasia gasped, and Fyllng
dale continued:

“You yourself will adorn thee* Jew
els. It will be my greatest pleasure to 
atone for my 111 Judged deception by 
giving you all those Jewels-the dia
monds, the ruble*, the chains of pearls 
and all the rest of the pretty, glittering 
things." He took her bands, the par-

: , the marriage.
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; “Her husband? What do you meanT even the Detailed Information Furnished on Request“Her husband, hla lordship; married 
this morning."

"What?” The captain stand la 
t Then be rushed into the 

Molly was in the kitchen. 
•What la this?" be asked. “The botch- 

are here and the boros, and they 
you were married this morning.

and none othi 
as s bride at

iw standing 
l with Lord 

Fyllngdale for a bridegroom. The fact, 
I say, admitted of no dispute. Yet why 
should Molly change her mind? And 
why should she deny the fact?

1 sought her at the house. I begged 
her to come Into the garden and to talk 
with me privately. The» I asked those 
two questions Her answer to both of 
them was most amazing.

“Jack." she said, “1 know not what 
you mean. I have not changed my 
mind. It la Impossible for me to marry 
a man of whom auoh things can ha 
•aid unless be can prove that they are 
false. How can you think that I have 
changed my mind? As regarda this 
talk about an early wedding, what do 
I know about It? At 0 o’clock I was 

hen with my mother and Ni
gra. I have not beep out of the house 
at alL"

Then I persisted. I asked her if she 
could have gone out and had perhaps 
forgotten.

“Forgotten !" she repeated scornful
ly “Do you suppose that a woman 
could by any possibility forget her own 
wedding? But what Is It Jack? What 
is In yonr mind?"

Then I told her. "Molly," I said, 
“last night I forgot yonr letter. There 
was so much to thlak and talk about 
with these disclosures that I forgot 
This morning I remembered. Then I 
hurried ashore. I ran to the Crown. It 
was just upon 6. I was too late. His 
lordship had gone out ln a chair. I 
ran to the church. It was Just after 
8. The doors were open. I heard 
voices. I went in, Molly. Do not say 
that I am dreaming. 1 saw you—you, 
I say—you yourself, with your pink 
silk cloak, the hood pulled over yonr 
head, a domino to hide your face. Just 
as had been arranged.”

“You saw me, Jack? You saw me? 
How could you see me?"

‘ ; Molly.”
j “Why, captain, 1 have not been out
side the door. I nm not married, I as- 

' sure you, and I l»egln to think now 
that I never shall be married." « 

The captain went out and dismissed 
the musicians, but the thing troubled 
him, and be was already alck at heart 
on account of the last night’s discourse 
and its discoveries.
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CHAPTER XV.

A%Sb’: ▲ HEW COMPACT.
HAT followed, by in

vention and design of 
the pious ecclesiastic 
Mr. Purden. was a vil
lainy even greater 
than that at first de
signed, more daring,

------------------- • more crueL The bride,
I accompanied by t|p minister offlclat- 
! Ing In the late ceremony, walked 
I beck lo her lodging. She waa atlll 
«exultant in the first glow and tri
umph of her revenge. He. on the otb- 
>r band, walked downcast, stealthily 
hglancing at bis companion, bis big bead 
(moving sideways like the bead of a 
.hear, hla sallow cheeks paler than was

ln the

cause she learned last night Just ln 
time, certain facta In the private life 
of the bridegroom."

“XVhat?" Lord Fyllngdale betrayèd 
bis terror. “She has heard? What has 
she heard?"

He had not received Molly’s letter 
nor had he opened the captain’s

“More than enough. Yon have lost 
your bride and her fortune. I might 
have warned you, but I preferred to 
take her place."

“What has she heard?"
“Apparently all that there la to be 

heard. Not, of course, all that could 
be told If Mr. Purden and I wer^to
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Bbe throw off her cloak and her doml- 
and stood before her newly made 

Seed, her eyes bright her face flushed, 
her Upe quivering. She was filled with 
revenge half satiated, but revenge can 
Wer be wholly satisfied, and with the 

amph of victory.
1 hare woe," she aald “Yon tried 

re me again. Ludovic, bot I 
here won. Yon have been caught In 
yonr own tolls.'*

He took the nearest chair, sitting 
■Hence, but hla face was dark, 
looked upon him some of the 
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lost II» glow; ebe began lo be 
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