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Opinion the prospect of suffering among the poor préviousiy tb
the opening of the ensning spring, is by rio means'small: and as
the contributions to the Society have been ra idly dgcliningf
they leave it with the presnt meeting of its members‘and friends’
to say, whethe# the poor of our community shall experience an
alleviation of their distresses through the medium and by the .
reriewed exertions of this Society, or be doumedto receive their
more scanty pittance from the uncertain hand of private charity:
but as an' appeal to the charitable feelings of the inhabitants of
Halifax, for' the removal of wretchedness and misery has never
yet been forced back upon the applicant with cold indifference,
;nur Committee would be the last 1o suppose  that those high,
those noble, those exalted and refined sensibilities of our nature,
whith so sympatheically respond to'the calls of poverty and -
affliction; cafi cease 16 act at @ period like the present of more:
than drdinary excitement. : iy S
Under these impressions, your Committee think it unnecessa.’
1Y to say much in favor of a cause which is in itself so power-
ful, that, when permitted to speak out, it insinuates a glowing
influence into the coldest recesses of the most torpid and un-
fécling: bosom. 1Is not the object of this Society ta elothe the
naked, to feed the lmngl-y, to enliven-the gloom, checr the sor. -
. Tow; and eade the pain of the affiicted i and'to softeri the pillows'
of the-dying? You know it is. And are not the objects of the
Society’s solicitide, nien? - Are they not human beings, par-
takers of our common nature ? They are: and as such sus-
ceptible of the kindness of eup sympathy, ss well as the bitter-
ness of our negléct. ~ As suck: onr Keurts and onr hands should
&ver be open towards the supply of their necessities. . But the:
hiave claims upon ‘us atising from higher motives than those of

“Whoso hath this world’s good; and seethhis- brether have

. hieed, and shutteth upy his bowels of compassion from him, how

dwelleth the love of Gad in him #' . -

¢+ To those who are onl waitiing a call upon their benevolence,

mough has been a]matf‘;' said ¢ but'to those who are wavering

hetween duty and inclination; the words of $t. James are most
forqibly,nddréssqdr—“ If & brother or sisterbe naked or desti-
tute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Be'ye warm3
ed;‘and be ye filled ; notwit standing ye give them'not those
things whichare needful; what doth it profit?? . To such youp
Committee would hold up ‘the example “of the Samaritan,
in his condtict towards the man, who, in going down frei Jerus
salem to Jericho,\ fell among:thieves ; and con¢ludeby: ying,
Fi.the words of ‘04r-bléssed. Saviour,—“ Go thou, and do like.




