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her people, but in the security of her throne,
and dynasty. When the terrible year of
1848 came ; when all the nations of Europe
were convulsed by revolution ; when thrones
were battered by the infuriated billows of
popular passions ; England, England alone,
was absolutely calm and peaceful. Thrones
crumbled to pieces like steeples in an earth-
quake, but the throne of the Sovereign
Queen of England was never disturbed ; it
was firm in the affection of her subjects.
As the reign advanced, it became the pride
of her subjects that there was more freedom
in monarchic England than under any
democratic or republican form of govern-
ment in existence. . That being true, the
Queen rendered her people a very great
service indeed. She saved them from social-
istic agitation, and so the great prosperity

of HEngland to-day is due not only to wise.

and economic laws, but due also to the per-
sonality of the Queen, and to her prudent
conduct all through the sixty years of her
reign.

But that is not all. The most remarkable
event in the reign of Queen Victoria—an
event which took place in silence and un-
observed—the most remarkable event in the
reign of the late Queen was the marvel-
lous progress in colonial development, de-
velopment which, based upon local auton-
omy, ended in colonial expansion.

Let us remember that in the first year of
the Queen’s reign, there was rebellion in
this very country. There was rebellion in
the then foremost colony of Great Britain :
rebellion in Lower Canada, rebellion in
Upper Canada ; rebellion—let me say it at
once, because it is only the truth to say it
—rebellion, not against the authority of the
young Queen, but rebellion against the per-
nicious system of government which then
prevailed. This rebellion was put down by
force, and if the question had then been
put : ‘ What shall be the condition of these
colonies at the end of Victoria's reign,” the
universal answer would have been: ‘Let
the end of the reign be near or let it be
remote, when that end comes these re-
bellious colonies shall have wrenched their
independence, or they shall be, sullen and
discontented, kept down by force.” If, on
the contrary, some one had there said :
‘You are all mistaken ; when the reign
comes to an end, these colonies shall not be
rebellious; they shall not have claimed their
independence; they shall have grown into a
nation, covering one-half of this continent ;
they shall have become to all intents and
purposes one independent nation under the
flag of England, and that flag shall not be
maintained by force, but shall be maintain-
ed by the affection and gratitude of the peo-
ple. If such a prophecy had been made, it
would have been considered as the hallu-
cination of a visionary dreamer—but, Sir,
to-day that dream is a reality, that prophecy
has come true. To-day the rebellious
colonies of 1837 are the nation of Canada—

I use the word ‘nation’ advisedly—to-day
the rebellious colonies of 1837 are the
nation of Canada, acknowledging the
supremacy of the Crown of England, main-
taining that supremacy, not by force of
arms, but simply by their own affection,
with only one garrison in Canada at this
present moment, and that garrison manned
by Canadian volunteers.

What has been the cause of that mar-
vellous change? The cause is primarily the
personality of Queen Victoria. Of course
the visible and chief cause of all is the bold
policy inaugurated many years ago of in-
troducing parliamentary constitutional gov-
ernment, and allowing the colonies to gov-
ern themselves. But, Sir, it is manifest that
self-government could never have been truly
effective in Canada had it not been that
there was a wise sovereign reigning in
England, who had herself given the fullest
measure of constitutional government to
her own people. If the people of England
had not been ruled by a wise Queen; if they
had not themselves possessed parliamentary
government in the truest sense of the term;
it the British parliament had been as it had
been under former kings in open contention
with the sovereign, then it is quite manifest
that Canada could not have enjoyed the de-
velopment of constitutional government
which she enjoys to-day. Itis quite manifest
that if the people of England had not pos-
sessed constitutional government in the full-
est degree at home, they could not have given
it to the colonies ; and thus the action of the
Queen in giving constitutional government
to Iingland has strengthened the Throne,
not only in England, but in the colonies as
well.

There is another feature of the Queen’s
reign which is but little taken notice of to-
day, but which, in my judgment, has an
importance which we have not yet fully
realized, and perhaps the term of which we
have not yet seen. Towards the end of the
eighteenth century, all the colonies of Eng-
land in America, with the single exception
of the French colony of Quebec, claimed
their independence, and obtained it by the
force of arms. The contest was a long and
arduous one. It left in the breast of the
new nation which was then born a feeling
of—shall I say the word?—yes, a feeling of
hatred, which continued from generation to
generation, and which extended into our
own time. Happily we can say at this
moment that this feeling of hatred has
largely abated. I would not say:that it
has altogether disappeared. Perhaps we
can gtill find traces of it here and there;
but that feeling has so largely abated, that
there is to-day between England and the
United States of America an ever-growing
friendship. What are the factors which
have made this possible ? Of all the fac-
tors which have made reconciliation pos-
sible, the personality of the Queen is doubt-
less the foremost. It is a matter of history



