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The Psychological Moment.

In the light of the doctrine just discussed the outbreak
of war last August becomes quite intelligible. Germany
andAustriawereof opinion thatthepsychologicalmoment
for defensive aggression had come, and acted accord-
ingly. They do not hold themselves responsible, be-
cause their aggression was defensive according to
their ideas of defence. That this was the real situation
has been gradually revealed by a chain of evidence.
First we had the British White Paper, then Sir Maurice
de Bunsen's proof that it was Germany that banged the
door on peace at the eleventh hour ; then came the
French Yellow Book, which showed, among other things,
the preparations of Germany in co-operation with
Austria

; and finally comes Signor Giolitti's revelation
as to the projected aggression of 1913.

All this is not inconsistent with a fundamental desire
for peace on the part of Germany (p. 4). Germany
desired peace, but she saw herself surrounded by prospec-
tive enemies, and she did not hesitate to forestall their
attack.

Haec, unde vitam aumeret inscia,
Pacem duello miacuit.

Wabum sind wie so vebhasst ?

This question has been asked by many Germans. I
true thatGermanyhas at the present time no sincerefriena
in the world, except Austria and perhaps Turkey. ' The
friend of none ! A sad saying, but very significant,' says
ProfessorGeorgSteinhausen of Kassel. He finds the cause
partly in the exterior qualities of Germans, partly in the
traditions of the past.^ But is it a fact that there was

* Dcvi^lie Rundschau, Dec. 1909 and Jan. 1910.


