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xafix with (!o(l ;iu(l liin growing likeness to the Siiviour vvcro clearly

maiiirt-'st. I'liose who knew him iiitimalciy know best liow closohi.s

(liiily foniniunion with his heavenly lather. But to all who came iu

roiitacM, will) iiini, it was evident that his path like that of the

Jii«t, was shining more and more unto the perfect day. Wo have

lieurd il said that in youth his temper was (piiok. If so grace enab|

led iiiiu to sub'ue it so ontiivly, that he ^".la distinguished for his

("liristiiiii meekness—but all the features of the Christian character

were exhibited in increasing brilliancy, so as to bo known and read

of all men.

He was never n verv strongman, and somethirtv years am he ex-

hibited signs of jiiiling strength, -which alarmed his friends. But from

this he recovered and through the greater part of his ministerial

career, he enjoyed an .imount oij health, which enabled him to dis-

rhai'go the duties of the ministry with an unintei'rupted regularity,

sucii as has been rarely exhibited. " It is wor'^hy of being remem-

bered, here also," he remarked at his Jubilee "as no ordinary ground

of thankfulness that during the whole of this long period, (of fifty

\ears ) I have not been ])r*vented by sickness, but only upon two

occasions, from ])reaching every Lord's day, aud at all other times,

when called in Providence to the pcrforiaance of the duty." AVe

may mention that one of these occasions was after he. had passed his

TTtli year.

We ^lo not feel it necessary to draw aside the veil from his private

life, and to expose to public view his appearance in his family. It is

( sufficvfut to say that in ihis relation ho exhibited a pattern of the

same Christian virtues, as distinguished him in every other walk of

lile. It has been the case that sonv.' excellent men have tailed here,

ijiit l)v Keir's Christian excellence appeared Jiot so much in the

towering eminence of any one feature of character, as in the harmony

and proj)ortion in which all the Christian virtues were exhibited. Ho
exhibited not the (jualiLies which make a man extraoi'dinary in one

position, but that well balanced state of mind and si)irit, which ren-

ders a man the object of esteem in all tlm relations of life. And we

say from frequent and favourable op[)Oiuunitiesof judging, that those

w ho would K.eo Dr. Kcir in his most endearing aspects—those who
would have learned how lovea!)le a man ho was, and would fully

apjireiiale his exceilence, required to see him in the bosom of his

family.—It behoved them to observe him as tlie I'aithlul prophet,

lirit'st, aud king of tlia; eii-eie—to behold ium as the tender husband

;uk' 'he faiiiiful cousisellor—as the alVeetiouate iiilher and guide of

the young- - to niark !.is lirjiuu's.-^ in resist i;!g and. reproving wrong.


