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doesn't dare, and it's on her own account— of
course. She has been terribly— well, indiscreet.

You can't think to what lengths she was willing to
go— not from coldly making up her mind, but be-
cause she lost grip on herself, from always think-
ing she couldn't. So she went away with Bob
Clinton— she'll marry him, and they'll go to Chi-
cago, out of Littleburg history— poor Bob! Re-
member the night he was trying to get religion?
I'm afraid he'll conclude that religion isn't what he
thought it was, living so close o it from now
on."

"All this interests me greatly, dear, because it

interests you. Still, it doesn't bear upon the main
question."

"Abbott, you don't know why I went to that
show to act. You thought I was caring for a sick
friend. What do you think of such deceptions? "

"I think I understand. Simon Jefferson told
me of a girl falling from a trapeze; it was possibly
La Gonizetti's daughter. Mrs. Jefferson told me
that Mrs. Gregory is nursing some one. The same
one, I imagine. And La Gonizetti was a friend of
yours, and you took her place, so the mother could
stay with the injured daughter."


