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Others were passed, to promote arid regulate the reciprocal commerco
between the colonies and mother country, and between the colonies
themselves. But these regulations failed to produce the expected
effects : for they were necessarily slow in their operation ; while
those which restricted and attacked the external commerce of the
colonies, or shackled their domestic trade, were immediately opera-
tive. Some also attempted to demonstrate, that the money carried
off by these duties must infallibly flow back into the colonies, for the
payment and support of the troops stationed there, to protect and de-
fend them. But who would guaranty to the colonists, that the troops
should be quartered among them so long as the law might continue
in force ? If such was the intention of the legislator, why cause
this treasure to travel, with no little risk and expense, from America
to England, and thence back to the place from whence it came ; thus
imposing the necessity of passing it through so many and so different

hands ? Perhaps, they said, in order that it might have the honor
of visiting the British exchequer. And why was it not more expe-
dient to employ it where it was found, without so many voyages
and circuits ? This plainly demonstrated, that it was but a pretext
for the most pernicious designs. Besides, for what purpose, for what
good, were so many troops maintained in America ? External ene-
LTiies at present there were none ; and for the repression of Indians,

the colonies were, doubtless, sufficient of themselves. But the fact

was, they continued, the ministers had formed a design to oppress
their liberty ; and for this purpose did they arm themselves with so
many soldiers, and incur such vast expense, in the midst of a
;)eople abounding in loyalty and innocence.

All these new regulations, which succeeded each other with such
precipitation, were indeed but too well calculated to surprise and
alarm the inhabitants of North America. Such a proceeding on the
part of the government appeared to them, and was in fact, both new
md inauspicious. They felt it profoundly; and by their remon-
strances, demonstrated how unjustly they were aggrieved, and de-
.nu.ided incessantly to be restored to their former condition. But
•;hey did not stop at bare complaints. When they found that their

remonstrances were ineffectual, they resolved to employ some more
efficacious means to convince the ministers of the error they ha<l

committed. The resolutions taken against British manufactures>
which at first had been merely individual, now became general, by
combinations to this effect, contracted in the principal cities of
America, which were observed with an astonishing constancy and
punctuaiity. Great Britain experienced from these associations an
immense detriment, and feared, not withont recson, still greater ; for


