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376 MENTAL EVOLUTION IN ANIMALS.

we must ranlf amongst the most wonderful of instincts ; and
yet these instincts must often have beta dormant durincr
many generations: 1 refer to the death of the queen, wheS
several worker-larvae are necessarily destroyed, and beincr
placed m large cells and reared on royal food, are thuS
rendered fertile

: so again when a hive has its queen, the
males are all infallibly killed by the workers in autvmn : but

, A»-r.f ""^ ^"^®"' "°* ^ «"igle drone is ever de-
stroyed. Perliaps a rr.y of light is thrown bv our theory on
these mysterious but well ascertained facts,"by considering
that the analogy of other members of the Bee family would
lead us to believe that the Hive-bee is descended from other
iiees which i-gularly had many females inhabiting the same
nest during the whole season, and which never destroyed
their own males

; ^o that not to destroy the males and to
give the normal food to additional larva, perhaps is only a
reversion to an ancestral instinct, and, as in the case of
corporeal structures reverting, is apt to occur after many
generations.f -^

I will now refer to a few cases of special difficulty on our
theory—most of them parallel to those which I adduced
when discussing in Chapter VIII corporeal structures Thuswe occasionally meet with the same peculiar instinct in
animals widely remote in the scale of nature, and which conse-
quently cannot have derived the peculiarity from community
of descent The Molothrus (a bird something like a starlin/)
ot N. and S. America has precisely the same habits with the
Uickoo

;
but parasitism is so common throughout nature that

this coincidence is not veiy surprising. The parallelism in
instinct between the White Ants, belonging f,o the Neurop-
tera and ants belonging to the Hymenoptera, is a far more
wonderlul fact; but the parallelism seems to be very far from
close. Perhaps as remarkable a case as any on record of the
same instinct having been independently acquired in two
animals very remote from each other in relationship, is that
ot a I^europterous and a Dipterous larva digging a conical

* Kirby and Spence, Dntomologif, vol. ii, pp. 510-13.

TrillitJ- r^'T'"^ 1^? ^T"°" ^^^ '^^''^ ^""^ «o "^'^"y drones as to requireiiUing, see ^m,««Z Intelhgenoe p. 166, .vbere I suggest chat imong theancestors of the Hive-bee the males may have been of use as ..ovkers. ^Butpossibly the drones may even now be of use as nurses to the lar-se. for I amtold ^ an exponenced. bee-keeper that he believes this to b< the case.--
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