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But tliey say the jailer, Ads 16. 33, was baptized by immersion.

This also is mere assertion without proof. A cnmmoo mode of ar-

guing used by the Baptists. But let us for a moment examine the

circumstance of this case, if it were for uo other purpose but to excite

our astonishment at their ingenuity andjnvention. In the 24th

verse, we are told the jailer thrust Paul ami Silas into the inner pri-

son and made their feet fast in the stocks— When the earthquske

awok? the jailer he was about to kill himself, supposing th^p^iw*-

ners hnd fled, the doors of the prisTonbeing open; but Paul preyept-

ed this rash act, upon which the jailer called for a light an^ sprang

in (in where? into the inner prison) and came and fell dovfo, tretp,

'bling before Paul and Silas and brought them out, (out of the inner

prison) and enquired >'he way of salvation—\Vben they directed hi «n

lo believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and he should be saved, &,c. and

lie took them (not out as the Baptists read it,) the same hour of the

night, washed their stripes and was baptized he and all his, s/raight.-

way. Now is there one single circumsianco in this case to fcund

immersion upon—No mention of leaving thejail, or the jailer's apart-

ment, or of going to a river for the purpose. Those who can.beUeve

that the jailer and all his were baptized by immersion, ipay with equal

propriety believtj any other foolish and absurd proposition.
,

In the case of Corncl!Ui|Acls 10, 47, there is no mentiop of go-

ing to a river or to t^ wller in order^ to his birptism, nor have we

any reason to believe he was baptized by immersion, but quite the

contrary. Was St. Paul baptized by immersion ? Acts 9. 18. Did^ho

go to any sea or liver for the purpose? Was the Eunuch baptized by

immersion ? We read. Acts 8, that the Eunuch and Philip tcent on

their may and they came (in t^e order of their journey) to a certain

•sinter: ami the Eunuch said^ see, here is water; zchat doth hinder mc

from being baptized? and they went both down into the water, both

Philip and the Eunuch; and he baptized him; but here is not one word

of plunging under the water, (for going down into the water and com-

ing up out of it, proves just nothing to the purpose,) and every other

rase of this kJnd stands on the same foundation. The advocates for

immersion, assert, beg the question, and take for granted what they

cannot prove. But it is worthy of observation that although many

baptism^ are mentioned, none went from the place where they first

offered themselves as candidates for baptism, (except in one instance

of which I shall speak just now) to any river or other watti-, as ouf

Baptists do to be baptized.

The instance to which I alluded above is in John 3, 23, John wa$

baptizing in Enon near Salem, because there was much water therff.

This place rontnins the strength of their cause, for as they are Bap-

tists, they think it as necessary now lo believe in and submit to John*$

baptism,' as it was before the Gospel was preached by our Sariom^

flnd his Apostles, whereas he was only sent to prepare the way of the

Lord. Uuon this I have made some observations in another place.


