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"this is the Grace of God, if any Man fufferi

" unjuftly for confcience— if doing good you
" fufrer patiently—to this you are called be^
" caufe Chrift died for us leaving you an ex-
'* ample to follow his fteps, who when he was
" reviled did not revile, when he lufFered did
" not threaten."

This rule is clearly explained by the invari-

able pradlice of the Prophets, the Apoftles

and their immediate difciples the primitive

Chriftians : they fuffered the moft unjuft and,

cruel perfecutions without refiftance not be-

caufe refiftance would have been vain, but

becaufe they thought fubmiifion their indifpen-

/able duty : Sauf.*s peri'ecution againfl David
was unjuft and ungrateful,, twice he was at

David's mercy, in the Cave of Ergaddi, 1

Book of KingSy Chap. 24, and again when
David and Abifai found him flceping in his

tent, David was advifed by his friends to ])ut

him to death as a declared enemy, who Ibught

his life without caufe;, David would not, nor.

would he permit his followers to do it. " Who,
" faid he will ftretch out his hand on the.

" Lord's anointed and be innocent ? As the
** Lord liveth, if the Lord himfelf do not fmite
" him, or if his day do not come and he die,

" or if he do not defccnd into Battle and
** jierifh— I will not lay my hand on him."

'Twas neither fear nor want of power, 'twas

<luty redraincfl him.

The Apoftlc 67. Andrexv furnifhes anothey

example:
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