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The mutton was not considered suitable for us, till the clerks and

overseers had appropriated to themselves the pieces which suited

their cases ; and they were by no means so disinterested, as to

make choice of a poor article, while a better one was to be

found. '
"['

Evening—2 oz. flour,

1 pint water.

This Inst prescription was again put up in the shape of bkiddy,

or gruel, and taken at leisure before going to bed. If we had any
thing in addition to this pint of gruel at night, it would he a slice

of bread saved from our morning repast. Two ounces of salt to

a man per week, was allowed as a condiment, or for sauce to make
the foregoing catalogue of eatables more palatable. Our grujsl

was manufactured like patent medicines, in large quantities at a

time, and measn.red out into pint skids for individual use. I have

seen men driven to the necessity of picking up potntoe skins and
cabbage leaves, which they would boil and eat to quiet their hun-

ger. Sugar, tea, coffee, and such articles were unknown to us

while we were prisoners on the island. The majority ofour par-

ty had imbibed the habit of using tobacco, but now we were com-
pelled to make a virtue of necessity, and give it up.

The articles of clothing allowed us every six months, were one
gray jacket or roundabout, one pair trousers, one striped cotton

shirt, and one leather cap. We were entitled to one pair of shoes

every four months. A canvass tick, a blanket and a cotton rug,

constituted our bedding for two years. Two ounces of soap was
given us every week, with the injunction for every man to wash
his own shin Saturday afternoon.

Our employment consisted in leveling down hills, and levelling

UP valleys, breaking stone and drawing them in hand carts to

where they were wanted, for making and mending McAdamized
roads. After we had been on the roads al)out four months, four

of our party bolted and left us, with the determination of escap-

ing from the island, but in this they were unsuccessful. They
were retaken, tried for absconding, and sentenced and ."ent lo

Port Arthur, to spend the remainder of their time.

Port Arthur is situated on a point of land which projects into the

sea, some sixty or seventy-five miles S. E. from Hobart Town,
and was named in honor of Hir George, that prince oi land pirates,

whom we have before mentioned, and is known as being the place

where some of the forms of cruelty instituted by him are perpetu-

ated. As "doubly convicted offenders" were banished from Sidney
to Hobart Town, so those who are gui.ty of a second offence at

Hobart Town are sent to Port Arthur. Where they are sent to from
this place, I have never been informed. Perhaps information on
this subject could be given, on application to the hang-nun. The
town is situated on a point, which is connected to the main land by
a narrow neck, and the escape of prisoners is prevented by chain*


