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been productive of advantages equal to those fslil* h

were realized by tlie first adventurers, is still a bniiu-li

of commerce that is successfully pursued.

The barter which had been carrying on with the

Chinese for their sea-otter skins, produced a very

whimsical change in the dress of the crews. On their

arrival in the Typa, nothing could exceed the ragged
appearance both of the younger officers and seamen

;

almost the whole of their original stock of European
clothes having been long worn out, or patched up with

skins, or the various manufactures they had met with

in the course of their discoveries. These were now
again mixed and eked out with the gaudiest silks and
cottons of China.

On the 11th of January, two seamen belonging to

the Resolution ran oil* with a six oared cutter, and
were never after heard of. It was supposed that tliey

had been seduced by the prevailing notion of making
a fortune by returning to the fur islands.

On account of the war between England and Ame-
rica, with France and Spain as her allies, of which
they received intelligence at Canton, they put them-

selves in the best posture of defence, the Resolution

mounting sixteen guns, and the Discovery ten. They
had reason, however, to believe, from the gQnerosity

of their enemies, that these precautions were super-

fluous; being informed that instructions had been

found on board all the French ships of war captured

in Europe, directing their commanders, in case of fall-

ing in with the ships that sailed under the command of

Captain Cook, to suffer them to proceed without mo-
lestation ; and the same orders were also said to ha\ e
been given by the American Congress to the vessels

employed in their service. In return for these liberal

concessions. Captain Gore resolved to refrain from
availing himself of any opportunities of capture, and
to preserve, throughout the remainder of the voyage,

the strictest neutrality.

On the 12th of January, 1780, ou^ iiavigators got

under sail from Macao ; on the lOtii, they saw Pulo
«Sapata, and on the 20th, descried Pulo Condore, and


