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Es(niimault, about tliroo niilos from Victoria,

111- found an oxcclli'iit liarliour, ilccp on()u;,'Ii

to float vessels of larf,'(i liurdcii, and ca])aci-

ons iuioui;h for the acconiniodation of a Hoet.

If the stirroundinijfs of tliis jjlacc had U'en

advantaj^foous, Kstpiinianlt would doiilttluss

have been fixed uixjm as tlii' site of the < 'oni-

pany's operations in the island ; but the

adjoiniii}]; shore was ruj^i^ed and preeipitous,

and presented a most desolate and forbid-

ding appearance. There was no suitable

site for the erection of a fort, and fresh

water was scarce in the immediate neij,di-

bourhood—a grave drawback in primitive

settlements. On the site of Victoria, on the

other hand—which was then known by the

Indian name of Songish—much of the

ground wps comparatively level ; the ap-

pearance of the surrounding coimtry was

eminently prepossessing ; and fre.sh water

was abundant. The adjacent harbour was

shallow, ancl, as subsecpu'utly appeared, ships

drawing more than sixteen or .seventeen

feet of water could not enter it under any

condition of the tides ; but a eonunodions

harliour was not a pi'ime eonsideratimi with

Mr. Douglas, who, after mature considera-

tion, selected the latter point as the site of

the projected fort. He treated with the

Indians for the site, and set about the erec-

tion of stockad(!s and stoi-ehouses. The
fort was completeil in the course of the

following year; and when, in l.S4(l, by the

Oregon Treaty, Fort Vancouver became a

part of the Unitt'd States, the western head-

(piarters of the Company were transferred

to Victoria. For long afterwards, the fort

and several little houses adjacent thereto,

which were occupied by employes of the

Company, were the only habitations of

civilized beings to be found on fhe island.

On the .SI.St of .fn\y, 1«4S, the island was
granted by the (!rown to the Hudson's Bay
Company for a term of ten years. The
effect of the grant, of course, wius to give

the Company control over the fur tiade of

the district, and they, in turn, undertook to

establish in the island a colony of resident

endgrants from the British <iominioiis. A
deed was at the same time executed confiT-

ring upon endgrants certain powers of local

st;lf-government. (Sovernor Blandiard re-

ceive(l the appointment of first Governor,

and arrived from Kngland in 1S4!). After

' administering affairs about two yeaiM his

health failiil, and he returned to Kngland.

j

He was succeeded by Mr. Douglas, who took

th<^ oath of ofKce in Novendier, l.S.')l. His

first oflicial act (and it is notable lus an evi-

dence of the strong son.se of justice that ani-

mated the num) was to sinnmon all the

Indian tril)es about Victoria and pay them in

full for their lands. The Indians were very

ninnerous at that time. Tribes which now
comprise a more handful counte<l their war-

riors by the tliousand ; and eollisicms were

frequent between the settlers and Indians in

conserpienet! of de|)redatious by the latter

or. tile cattle of the former. Karly in the

winter of 1S.')1 a shepherd wa-s nuu'dored

at Christmas Hill. The Indian perpetra-

tors lied to Cowiehan. (Jovernor Diiuglas

organized an expediticm of marines and

bluijaekets from H.M. ship Tlirtlx and a

company of N'ancouver's Island Volunteers.

The Company's vessels Ufioverif au(\ liiunrr

conveyed the expedition to ( 'owichan, where

one of the munlerers was given up. 'I'be

other had fhsd to Nanaimo, whither the

expedition procee(le<l. They tracked him

through the deep snow into the dense forest,

and finally caught him hid in a hollow tree.

The culprits were hanged at Nanaimo.

Not long afterwards a white man was .shot

and severely injured at C'owiehan. Another

expedition wjvs formed, of which (Jovernor

Douglxs took charge. H.M. ship Trincoino-

li'c was towed to ( 'owiehan by the steamer

Oiler. The Indians turned out armed,

naked, and covered with war paint. The
two forces confronted each other. The
Governor beckoned the chiefs to come for-


