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West was provided for, but notwithstacdiDg this provision

and others which were adopted in 1873, the affairs of the

Territories continued to be administered from Winnipeg.
By an Order in Goancil of the 12th February, 1873, the
Council was authorised to make provision for the adminis-

tration of justice in the Territories and generally to make
and establish such ordinances (not to exceed the juris^Jiction

of any Provincial Legislature) as may be necese^ary for the

peace, order and good government of the said

iSorth-West Territories subject to the approbation
of the Governor in Council. The council wds to

meet at least every six months in Winnipeg, and except
in special cases public notice by advertisement of such
meeting was lo bo required for at least 40 days. An annual
meeting was held on ihe first Monday in June in each year.

I will now give the names of the members of the first Legis-

lative Council. Hon. Alexander Morris was appointed
Lieutenant Governor of the North West Territories on the
2nd day of December, 1872, and on the 28th day of the
same month the following gentlemen were appointed mem-
bers of the Council : Hon. Chas. A. Girard, Hon. Donald
A. Smith, Hon. Henry J. Clarke, Hon. Paschal Breland,
Hon. Alfred Boyd, John Schultz, Joseph Dubuc, Andrew
G. B. Bannatyne, Wm. Fraser, Eobert Hamilton, Wm.
J. Christie. On the 30th October, 1873, Messrs. James
MacKay, a half-breed, and William N. Kennedy were
appointed. On the Ist January, 1>^74, Mr. Christie

resigned and John H. McLaird married to a half-

breed, was nominated in his place and Messrs. William
Tait, married to half-breed, and Eobert Cunningham, were
also added to the list of the councillors by bon. gentlemen
opposite. One of the last ordinances of the North-West
Council was the passing of " An Act for the prevention of
Prairie and Forest Fires in the North-West Territories,"

which in due time was transmitted to Ottawa for approba-
tion with representation that it was of " urgent importance"

;

but up to 187d,when the papers connected with this measure
were brought before the House, it had not been yet approved.
The Conservative party in power soon after left office (1873).
It was not, however, till two years after (18 4 5; that the
Administration of hon. gentlemen opposite thoughts of pro-
viding for the removal of the seat of Government of the
North-West, and it took another year to put this Act into

operation ; so three years were required to accomplish this

important reform, recommended as most necet^sarjr and
urgent by the great organ of the Liberal puriy. The
Toronto Globes of the 25th February, 1876, said :
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