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Canaries* high i;p to the nor.h. 'I'hey landed at Antigua,

then continu^'d their voyage northward, past \'irgini;v and
Maryland, to Cape Hinlopjn. Vet, in view of the astonisii-

ingly long route which they took, the voyage was (luick enough
in six m )n'hs' time,— from Stockhohn on August i6, 1642, to

the new fcjrt of Christina, in New Sweden, on February 15, 1643.

The Swedes wh ) emigrated to America belonged partly to a

trading ci^mpany, provided with a charter, who, for their ser-

vices, according to their condition or agreement, were to

receive pay and monthly wages ; a part of them also went at

their own impulse to try their fortune. lor these it was free

to settle and live in the country as long as they pleased or to

leave it, and they were therefore, by way of distinction from

the others, called freemen. At fust, also, malefactors and
vicious people were sent over, who were used as slaves to labor

upon the fortifications. They were kept in chains and not al-

lowed to have intercourse with the other settlers ; moreover, a

separate place of abode was assigned to them. The neighbor-

ing people and country were dissatisfied that such wretches

should come into the colony. It was also, in fact, very objec-

tionable in regard to the heathen, who might be greatly of-

fended by it. Whence it happened that, when such persons

came over in Governor Printz's time, it was not permitted that

one of them should set foot upon the shore, but they had all to

be carried back again, whereupon a great part of them died

during the voyage or perished in some other way. Afterwards

it was forbidden at home in Sweden, under a penalty, to take

for the American voyige any persons of bad fame; nor was
there ever any lack of good people for the colony.

Governor Printz was now in a position to put the govern-

ment upon a safe footing to maintain the rights of the Swedes,

and to put down the attempts of the Hollanders. They had
lately, before his arrival, patched their little Fort Nassau. On
this account he selected the island of Tenackong as his resi-

dence, which is sometimes also called Tutaeaenung and Ten-
icko, about three Swedish miles from F'ort Christina. The
convenient situation of the place suggested its selection, as

also the location of Fort Nassau, t which lay some miles over

*(If they sailed due west to Antigua, they must have gone down soutli u> the latitude of

the Cape de Verde Islands.]

t[Fort Nassau was built near the mouth of Timber Creek, below Clloucester Point in

New Jersey. It is said to have been built by Conielius Mey, in 1623 ; but when visited by
De Vnes, ten years afterward (Jan. 5, 1633), it was in the possession of the Indians, among
whom he was afraid to land. We have no evidence that the fort was reoccupied by the Dutch
before the establishment of the Swedish colony in 163S.


