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non-anival o( the supphcs expected

1)eforc the close of navij^atioii. star-

vation at one tiir.e stareil tiie httle

colony in the face ; and. as one said

who as a child j^assed thron'j;ii the

experience of those dreadful days

•Stron;^. proud men wej.L like child-

ren, and lay dcnvn in their snow
bound tents to ilie.' Fre(|uently had

these poor settlers to .uo fioin tifty to

one hundred miles, with hand sleds

or tobojjjj^ans. throuj^h wild woods
or on the ice. to procure a precarious

supply for their famishing- tamilies.

The priyations and suilerin^s endur-

ed in some instances almost exceed

belief.

14.— T/ir 7)/Z'/s/(>// of the Prox'iiicc.

A vast im] etus was p;iyen to the

development of thie counM'y north <if

tlie Hay of Fuiuly b\ the coniin<j^ of

the Loyalists. In the course of a few
months it passed from the condition

of a Cf)mparatiyely unknown retjioii

with a mere haiuit'ul of Eivj^lish

si)eaki(i<„f people to that of an inde-

pendent province with an enter|nis-

iiig class ol inhabitants—])oor in

purse, indeed ; but rich in experience,

determination. enerL;\. education, in-

tellect, and other (pialities essential

to tlv IiiiiMinii; uji of a counti\. \\\

their .'lorts, within a vear towns
spran<4" into existence at St. Jrjhn.

Freckricton and St. .\ii(ii\nvs. and
tlirivin;^ settlements were iounde,! at

-xinu^ston. .Sussex \'ale. (ia^etc vvn,

\ v'ateibor()UL;"h. 15uiton. a '' !her

places on the river .St. Jolm a-, wei'

as in Westmorland connt\' and at

various points arouiu' ihe sii;>resand

on the rivers of Liiariotte countv.

I'^rom these places as centres, ot'-.^r

setllemems we; I' establislnd. Iacu
tiie Xortii SIk re >!iai\'il in the benetits

ol" the iiumi'iiafion. 'Tiiis was lar>j;e-

Iv throuj^'h the e'.d'i prise of William
Dayidsoii. tl,' pimuH'r I'-n^iish set-

tler on the M' ainiehi, whr. in
1 7>^.>

eiiira<;ed ilf^v , imii'es (I' ioyal refu-

ti'ees to settle or, the Miramichi and

Keslinoiiche liveis. These new
settlers, wit 1 .Mi-ssis. Mnnro. Doyle

;md othei s at tlie Ha\- of C.'haleur,

and .\Jr. I'owell at K iehihuclo, exer-

cised an im[M)itant intliience in the

tuiine development of their several

localities.

More than twelve thonsaiul Loyal-
ists came to that portion of the old

prcjvince of Xova Scotia now called

New r)rnnswick. ALuiy ot those

mentioned in Col. Morse's return as

settled in the county of Cumberland*
had established themselves on the

I'etitcodiac river and elsewdiere in

the i)resent counties of Westmorland
and Albert. The number who
settled on the St. John rivei' was
about ten thousand. The list ot

those entitled to provisions in this

district comprised 4,131 men, 1.619

\yomen. lo I'd children over ten years,

i-j^f) ehildieu under ten years and
.(|i servants

—

().z(-)0 persons in all:

Init Col. Motse in his return states

that tor reasons menti(-»ned in the re-

j)()rt of Tiiomas Knox, Lsq., Deputy
Commissary of Musters, it hatl been
toiind i..i|:)ossihle to ascertain the ex-

act numlier ot Loyalists mustered on
the liver Saint lohn. Mr. Knox
mentions, amony; the ililliculties en-

cou'.itered in his work in the immense
district of country assij^ned to him,

the fict that there had been iVequent

iiUercliaiiL':es amoivj; the earlier ar-

rivals, who. unlike the tlisbanded

tioops. were not enrolled in com-
panies, lie found tliat absent tami-

lies \yere daily expected. Many of

the soldiers were not yet on their

lands; oiheishad already abanJoiRHl

them.
The city of Saint John was for a

brief period a sort of ilistriinitin^

l)oint. .mil at the close of the first

lialf year of its existence the popula-

tion probal)ly amounted to six or

>.eyeii thousanii. '>ut this number
rapidly decreased as dilliculties re-

spectini; the location of <jranls were
disposed of and new settlements

-pranu; into existence in v.irious parts

of the province. That portion of the

prese' t city lyiii^j; to the south of

I'll ion street at first received the

* By du- (li\i>ioii of llu- proviiu-o of

Nova Siolia tlie iii.ico^t iiuil of tlio old

coiinlv of diniiierliiiul wus iiu'liuleii in tlio

proviiiii" of N'l'w lJnm>\vit:lv.


