
H Prof. n<»w on the Minemloyij of Xovn Scotia,

ofsodiimi^ ill jry|HHiii of Windsor, iiniiknl a iTsciiibliuirc be-

tween it and siinilur rocUs ('(iiitaininu; kI'>'>''*'>' »»<1 coinnion salt

in Spain Hic, and, as I'-^ards horaeic acid, witli Home in (iei*-

inany containing boiacite and Sta^<sf'll^tllitu. Now the nodnlcH

of silicated Ixuate in anhydrite and in jjypsutn of Hrookville,

both rocks containing a litth* uihea, and in ^ypsnin of Xewport,

briiif; thest; into thi; same chiss, so far as siheu is concerned, with

Hoine gypsums (originally belonging to sccondaiy strata) in the

Hart/, whidi, according to Fropolli, contain iiodiileH of silicate

of magnesia, and with thos(! of Moiifmartre near I'aris, which

hold solul)le silica, or Hints and clieitt- Further analogy be-

tween these and other sulphatc-of-caleiuin deposits '\a shown in

the fact, which I have lately learned, that nearly every specimen
of gypsum and anhydrite here yielding borati's contains carbo-

nates in notal)le but as yet unascertained amount, consisting to

8oinc extent of magnesia (of which traces appear in the borates as

Been in my analyses), as well as in the detection now announced
of Arragonitc in cavities in gypsum, and of crusts of this niinerul

or calcite on the sinfiices of gy|)suiii and anhydrite, and also

sometinuvs on the niitroboroealeite and silieoborate in the former,

and close to and underlying the silicoboroealeilc of the latter.

These miiK ral contents and the numerous brine-springs of the

gy])siferous districts here point to sea-water as the parent of tlu;

gypsum; Imt, as 1 ubserved in a former paper (IH(JI) referreil

to aljove, ordinary sea-water would not furnish borac.'ic acid.

This acid, however, I afterwards found in a brine-sjiring issuing

in a gy|)siferous district liere|, ami it has been met with in tin;

waters of Aaelieu and Wiesbaden, and by Hunt in all the alka-

line waters of Canada (Ontario and Ciueiiic) examined for it, and
in certain neutral waters of the same country §. These last

waters arise from Lower Silurian rocks ; anil all those luimed as

containing boracic acid may resemble I'aheozoic sea-water rather

than our own. An origin for the boracic acid in the borates

has also been sought by myself
||

in volcanic waters containing

sulphuric acid, siivli as Dr. Dawson considers to have produced

the gyjisums here l)y action on the deposits of carbonate of

lime; but when we have it combiii(;(l with silica and we consider

the other contents of the rocks in question, sea-water certainly

seems rather to be indicated. However we may derive gyjisiiin

directly by either of these methods, or by others^j, it is said
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