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converted IroquoiH Indians by the bulpitian

fatl)«rH at a very early date. Beyond thene

sanguinary antl horril)!^ conte.stn there irt

nothing bearing Hp"cially upon the nubject of
thene remarks until the yearn 177'»to '7(5.

From the coramencemt-nt to the end of the
American war of indepi-iuK'nce— the declara-

tion of independence by our ncij^libors wiih, nn

you all know, made in 177(] and the prelim

inarieii of peace nijfned in 1783-4. Duiiitg

this war we constant ly find reference to the

Canadian militia, particularly ot their gallant

conduct in

THK DEFENCE OK yUKnKC,

when in December, 177o, it was uKKaulted by
the Americans under (}<n\ Montgomery, dur-

ing which attack he n>:et his death, as auy-
one who has seen the placard on the rock at

Quebec; can testify to. The American-* set up
Healing ladders, but the lire kept

up by the CanadiauH was so deadly
that the assailants, driven back, were
fain to take shelter in the houses
Then an intrepid militiuman

—

imni'il Char-
land— advanced amid a showei of bullets,

seized the ladders and drew them inside the

barrica-les. 'I'he '.'aniulians were m>>u re.

lieved, and the Ann;ricHiis were slowly diiven
oil' from yueliec and its environs, and eventu-
ally from the frontier of Uanada, the struggle

being continued, savs Gaineau. the historian,

rather between antat^onistic militias than be-

tween the royalists and (he troops tif liie

Congress in the Canadian arena. When the

Legislative ( liamiiers o|)eued in <.^iieb»r in

17y:;, we lind the Cioveriior, LcrU Dorchester,

calling the attention of that body to the or-

ganization or leorgani/ ition of the militia.

Two batt^ilions were afierwarils Kii-^etl, and
eventually disbanded, but appaiently the

force was maintained in some sha|>e. We
find frequent iefeienc<'s to it, us, loreximple,
of orders being stMit to (uptains of militia to

arrest all such persons as should tjndeuvor to

break the King's peace. If ca|)tain8 of the

militia of the present day we-e permitted
this amusement, there would be some lively

times and broken heads occasionally. Tlie,!

when trouble coniinenced to bn^w between
Great Britain and the I'nited States ai> iin-

foumled rumor was set on f lot that the rnrre

appearance of the Am riian Hi;,' amongst the

Canadian militia would i ause them to rise in a
body and join the Arut-rican ('oiifederati>'n.

Tile AniMicaiis, who mooted tliis in oider to

put an end to European d imiiiati> n in all

partH of this continent, eagerly juupogated

the report through their numerous journals.

Accordingly in the summer ol )Hu7agrand
military demonstration was made, a tifth part

of the colonial militia being called out and
were orden'd to be ready to march at the first

sifjnal. Tht^ ballotting for men and their

training afterwards was cheerfully and briskly

carried on to a degree which belied the in-

sinuations thrown out against tin; loyalty of
the (,'anadians. All, however, was compara-
tively (juiet until tlie

WAR nilOKB OUT IS 1812.

And now I come to a sad event, one vhich

j

we must all feel keenly, riimely, the sudde;.

death on Fiidavlastot Colonel Dyde. To
myself persoiialiy, and particularly in coti-

; iiection with this l-ctiire, the occurrence is

[

particularly distressing. Krom the moment
he knew of my intention to d"liver a le<'ture

on the (-.'anadan militia, lir took the great-

I

est interest in the matter, and placed at my
j
disposal his reminisctJiices of the war of IS 12.

I shall not alter a word of what 1 had written
' before his death, but read to you now what I

: wr<'te then, and it is as follows :
—

I lam sure you will heartily agree with me
wlien 1 tell yn;i that I am going to give you

^

what must be a treat to all of us, viz : An

I

account of the cause of this war, which oc-

curred seventy-six years ago, and some of the

|)i'incipal incidents in it as fur as Canaila was
i
affected, given to me personally and in writ-

ing only the other day by one, who, if not

[actually a partaker, was at all events an
onlooker at that momentous time,

I

and wlio is still erect, hale and
, hearty, at (ho great age of 89, Colonel
Dyde, C.M.O ,A D.C. to the (iueen,the fatb",

of the Ciinadien militia ot to-day.

On the l.'^th ot June, IHjJ, the I'nited

States (le( laied war against (Jieat

Ibitain. There was a deep feeling

of animosity existing between the two nations

owin - to various causes Uieat I'uiuiin was
at war with France, and the sympathy of the

Tnited Slates was altogether in favor of the

latter in giant ing facilities and protection to

the cruisers of that nation in their harbors,

and also in laxiiig ein.mrgos on KngliHJi ship,

ping, resulting in nun-inlercouise with (Jreat

Mritaiii in IHIJ. At this time, (ireat Hritain

having cleared the seas of the vessels tif almu.'^t

every nation, (he United States had nearly all

ihe carrying traile. Dii the other si<le Great
Britain had asi-^eiled (be light of searcti, (hat

IS the power to overhaul luerchantmen on the

iiigli seas, and iin])ress any British seamen

,a


