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FREIGHT RATES.

One of the most importa..t subjects
before- the board last year was ile
ever tmportant one of*ficiglit’ rates.
1f Winnipeg Is anything in ng‘-tlﬁq{?}i‘f\
it is especially a who.eSale genf;-e. 1 it
1t §s not because of any JTavors h}t}ih.-‘-
to shown §t by the raily x}y"go;!ll;‘g{_ 1les.
It 18 n large distributhig ‘contie  bex
cause of its geogruphical position and
the ecnergy of its  businéss men.
Through rates to polnts’in OuF Wi
Immedlate constituency have béen
against us, while the’ discrimination
against Winnipeg to Kootena¥ poiits
practically shuts us out 9f that m‘n\}&-
et. Up to five years-ago  wobnad n

large trode In West ‘Kootehiny Inis

during the periods:* nailed frelght:

rates have been 60 badly dgaiiighink
we were compelled to-withdrayw' als
most altogether, suStdainlng 1> ‘heavy
loss to trade, one hbuse alofie ‘belhg
obliged to forego ovér' oné’ "hmijdgbg
thousand dollars worth of busindss
per gnuum. The board haw dl] Along
felt that we_were ¢iititied to Inffer
treatroent. We never asked for'’fa-
vors, we simply asked' t6 be*placéd:on
the same footing g our-competitors
in the matter of freight rates. If that
right was granted us we never fear-
ed the result. ¥ am happy to be able
to report to you that the untiring
efforts of the board have at last re-
sulted In a recognition of this prin-
cinle by the railway corporations.
Through rates from the cast to alt
points- west-of Winnipeg' as far as
Revelgtoke and in the Kootenay coun-
try are now thesame as the two
rateg combined from the east to Win-
nipeg-and ont again except that cart-
age and handling charges at Winni-
peg amounting ‘to from 4 to 8-cefts
per 100.1bs. -for-the first five classes
are added-to the latter. Thege charges
arc-of course, still"g handicap, but T
am not prepared to say that they are
unreasonables T feel -sure this simple
act of “justiéz2 will'result in gréat good
to. the bosiness :interests  of Winnipeg
and in turn to'thie’ertire country -tri-
butary. The variois steps In the ne-
gotlations canriot be mentioned here,
guffice it-to say that-your committée
and-AMr: Ashdown,“who wag sent to
repregent the board ‘in tlie- tast an
‘this. -~question, -~ have- had a -largd
amoupt ~qf of-wvork to perform;-and
deserve the ‘hest:thanks of:titis-hoard.

THE COMMERCIAL

IMEROVEMENT; OF S$T. ANDREW'S
RAPIDS, *

Truo to the traditions-of the Loand
this §ubject was afain before us. My
preded r aldresing you o year ago
expressed thie hope that durlng  the
then” approaching: session of parlia-
merit an approprintion-would be made
for "this (work. This hope was. just-
fied by statements made by the hon-
orable, the Mminigter of publie works

aftét Jooking carefully over the
ground and- fubsequently by the
engineer of his doparfment. I ncol

saardly ‘tell you-thiat no appropriation
was mrde and T .regret to:sbate the
prospects are not as bright as a year
ago  In yeans paikt the chiel argu-
went againkt this work was the cost.
Ofticldls of the government persgisted
In naining @ Ygure far in excess of the
fimurel estiinated -by local miithoritles,
This conflict of opinion was an excuse,
though not a bubstantinl one—never-
theless an excuse—for delay. When
this polnt was settled and the city
engineer wiib. found” to” be correct, wo
nafurally ‘Jooked for the work to go
on bt o ney opposition  developed.

DW. BOLE
Past President Winnipeg Board of Trade,

e dre now ‘told the work would only
be of 1ocal interest and of no value
to the province at large. I am dorry
this kind -of opposition-has been intro-
duced, Therprovince should not’ be
be set againgt itself and politiclans
who~ would ‘set ‘thé city against the
country -and the country agalinst the
city-~are doing” both an injustice by
‘misrepresenting, I belleve the: true
feelings of all and checking develop-
ment which it should bé the .duty of
1l b0 prombte. I have ‘been 1 mem-
ber.-oT the-touncil ~of 'this board- for
seven years and I think I am in a
position 1o kmow the aspirations of
its members. Tt Is not that we should
ilve and--others slhould ~dle, not that
tiie ‘elty should prosper at the cost
and sacerifide of all elsg, but thé'inter-
eastsrof “tlie whole 'province: have™al-
ways inkpired:iouf beSt efforts: - I be-
Jieve the people outside the eity In
the provinte appreciote” this fact and
I refuse “to believe-that they are op-
powed~to ‘anintorest chargh of three-
tenths® of “& ceont per head per anmun
‘becauke; forsooth*rthis * work ~would

. ‘bonefit Wirnipeg only. ‘‘But Is the
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statcment correct that this work
I3 only of lotal4ntereyt? Records o
the department of the interlor show
that up to last year £8,084,838 feet
of lumber, 11,827,300 .shingles and
3,057,100 1aths were cut and-manu-
factured from lands surroundhing the
southern portlon of Lake Winnipeg.
Tiis trade was thiefly in the early
elghtles along the Red rivéer as fir
as the international boundary llne and
In spite of diffieult navigation, bug
which was then miuch betfer than ut
present.  There 18 g6l unicut in close
proximity to-the Linke over 160,000~
000 feet of good merchandlsable tim-
ber notwithstanding that $12000.-
000 wortlh hias been destroyod by fire
during the pasf fifteen years. I am
surely right wlen I say that I this
timber wap made accessable by the
fmprovement of St. Andrew’s Raplds
the whole province would be bernefit-
ted to say nothing of the development
of an Pmyportant indugtry within the
borders of our‘own province. Large
deposits of 1ron and other  minerals
which nre known to exist in Lake
Winnipeg region tan never be de-
veloped unless better navigation }Je
secured. Tle supply of fuel in the
shape of cordwood.alony the lake and
within easy distance ls known to be
practically Inexhaugtible Tlils 1sJin-
portant to the city but 1t hag a proy-
incial bearing also. 'Leét me quote
from a mon-officinl revort on file In
the office of the board from an officinl
of the movernment vweli qualiffed to

speak.

“To observing people the question of
future cordwood supply for the clty
of Winnipeg ‘thé Red river valley, gmk}»
parts of Céntral Manitoba, s becoi*
jug a seriouk one. for contemplatlon,
aB, withbut a new sonrce of ‘supply
onening nh In a few years these places
will be wholly dependent upon coal for
fuel. .

“Winnipeg hnk for many years
drawn its enpplv of cordwood from
‘the terrltorv ndincent to the madln
line of the Canndian Pecific rallway.
east between Tast Selkirk and: Kee-
‘vﬂt}n. " . N PO S e XKool

“This territory has teen pretty well
rut over for a distance of fifteen mites
on eithér Klde of the trark and eonnot
be depended unon ‘much longer.

‘e - -

“ Owing to the now limited quantity
of cordwood Lo°be'got from-the cast,
Winnipeg Is dx-g,wg’p'g‘on the Pembina
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