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SCATTERED SETTLEIEË,r.
The Canadian North-west is at present

in tho peculiar position of having railway,
communication far ahecad of actual sottie-
ment, a stet of affiaira whichi is seldon)
tho case in new countrice. lJsually set-
tiers in the west have fari opened up
and homes made, and wvaiting often long
and patiently for the advent of the mron
horse to connect thein -with older centres
of civilization. There are somo districts
of the North.west stillin this latter state,
notably Southern Manitoba and the Prince
Albert and Edmonton districts iii the fe:r
North. But rapid as tho fiow of imimi-
gration into the country bas been during
the past two years, the construction of
the main lino of the C.P.R. lias kept
steadily westwvard of settlexnent. This*
rapid railvay extension while it is the
backbone of North-western progress, is
productive of a systemn of scattered settie-
ment, whvlich is by no means beneficial to
the trade intercats of tho country at large.
Towns of greater pretensiens than the
country ivill for years support, wvill natu-
rally spring up in far western districts,
and lu these disappointed merchants mnst
struggle along for years, until the tide 0f
settiement thiekens the producing popu-
lation areund thei. The natural drift
lu sucb circurastances would lead te very
undesirable, although unavoidabie resuits,
but the evil la hiable to hoe aggravated hy
the fact, that it le the interests of nume-
roue wealthy coporatione possessing great
power in the country, to direct the tide
of settlemeiit as far westward as possible.
It is certainly the interests of the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway to follow out such a
policy, as the furtber westward produc-
tion commences and progresses, the boa-
vier -will be their freighit returus for plac-
ing the saine in easteru markets. The
Company's Iand grant is also an incentive
to the saine course, as the quieker they
eau soli their lands lu the far west, the
sooner ,i[ they realize the cash returns
from the saine, and thoe forra quito a
heavy item in the rescurces of the O.P.R.
syndicate.

The H1udsoa's Bay Company have dis-
posecd of the bulk of their lands for seve-
rai hundred miles 'west of the Ited River
and contigueus te the main lino of the

.PRana~ it le, therefore, their interests

te encourage aise tho -wcstward flow cf
immigration, in ou-dcr te miake 'further
sales. Te these two corporaviens must be
added tho e ortl--West Land Ce., and a
score or se cf uriner land jebbing organi-
zations, aIl cf which bhave their agents in
the east and iu Europe ueing overy on-
deavor te carry immigration -westward
ite ncw and unsettlod districts. Tite
faot that almoet theoenly agents, who have
been wvorking for immigration te the
Nortli-west duning the past year, wero
these cf corporations sncb as ftbove named,
ivili account in a.great measure for imimi-
grants passing unbeeded the older tewns
cf this province, anci hurrying, ouward te
their far -western homes, muchi te the dis-
appolutinent of hotel-keepere and retail
traders, who have duning the past wvintcr
been making calculationa upon a livoly
business eut of~ immigrants,

A stranger, after sceuring tic country
around Winnipeg and other tewns in tho-
vicinity cf tlxe Ried River, -vould be at a
lose te cornprchiend the present -westwau-d
rush of immigration, when but a smali
proportion of the lande around these eider
settlernen±s le yet under cultivation,
and lie would enly be able te coin-
preliend it, after hoe iuad made a
thorougli investigation as te how thoe
uncuitivated lands had fallen. inte the-
bande cf speculators, -vbose uie were

ganoven at the risk cf cbstructing set-
tlement. Itilaunnccessary te go ver tle
history cf the systein of unscrupulous
]and-grabbing iYhich lias been carried on
i the old province o! Manitoba during

the last ton years. Old settiers, caa tell
cf bundreds cf lialf-breed dlaims, that
ivere sold by their original ewners for a
pair cf blankets, for the simple reason
that these primitive land-oewners kneiw
niothing cf the value cf their lands. Thie
whole.system lias culminated iu bunidrede
cf tisousanle cf ac 'res cf ricb lands noew
being in the possession cf speculators, few
of whom have ever macle aiiy effort at
cultivation, or tic encouragement cf it.

No city i the North-west bas sufféed,
ce muclu from tise cvii above cemplained
cf as Winnipeg. Ti close prcximity te
the tity eau bo found section aftcr sgction
cf ricb prairie land unbioken by the plow,
,%vbere hundrede cf indilstrious formera
migbt bie setted, and contributing te tbe
wealth cf tbe country. As a natural cen-
sequence Winnipeg bas ne retail mercan-
tile ade fromn the surrounding country
worthsy cf-mention, smd steirekeepers have,

outsido of thoe who resido in the city,
very few but tre nsiehit customners te de.
pend upon, ana thesoc latter, being coin-
posed at prosenit principally of immi-
grants rushing te their western homes,
are of very little value te tho trading coin-
Înunity of tho city. These land specu-
laters are therefore net only obstructions
te actual settiement, but are a burden
and drawvback te thie legitimate trado of
the city of Winnipeg. The real interests
of legitimate traders and 'uctual settlers,
in this as la ail other mattera must be
identical, and greedy epeculation lu the
naturai enemy of beth.

There exista no legislative cure for the
evils above named, as the propeî Ly right8,
even of the most unscrupulous speculator,
muet lie rcspected in Canada and the
country is too broad, wide and unsettled
te furnishi any plea for land bills of a
conflscatery character. Yet thore ie at
present corne hope of relief froin the cvii,
and tirs promise of relief coins frein an
unlooked for direction, naniely the own-
ors of the lande in question. Some o!
these tire cwners 'if city property also,
and lato thougli it bo, they are opouing
their cyes te the injury they are doing to
themselves*by thoir obstructive policy.
There ie noNw a movonient on foot to f on
an association of owners of lands around
Winnipeg, the aim of which ivili be to
secure coutrol of as much of these idle
lande as possible, and place theni on the
market for actual sottiers enly aý n'oder-
ate pnices and on long terme of payment,
so as te encourage the groîvtl of a local
rural population. The movement le a
laudable one, and -will receive the coin-
meondation of every one interested in pro-
grecs. We will net say that it is the
outeome of "1roguies falling eut, and honest
mon gotting their owin." The moti-es
that prompt it we shall net question, but
give the wvbole movement ourhlearty coin-
mondation, as eue that will contrihlute
mueli te the progress of the eoauntry, and
greatly benefit the trv.de of Winnipeg,,.

COMSERYATISII11 I SIN93S.
The ComitERciAiL haa many a tinie

pointedl eut that the only safeguard in
business '-vas by doing it in a conse-a-
tive manner. That we were right h-
been. amply dcrnonstrated by the lîistory
cf the past few month in this country,
There have been a larger per centage cf
bank-ruptelesï dieu should have occurred,
anad thie le all tracoablo te eue eNigin, viz.,

that o! giving unlimited credit, or rathex'
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