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after every step in the process frorn tree to car,
but generally the mecn wvbo concentrate their
at1tention on sortie one step in the process make
the miost rapid strides in that one line. They
-irc .pecialisîs in a way, and il is to the spec-
ialists iii different lines that wve naturally look
for new-% so to gel at the ideail ail along
the line thiere ks probatily no hetter way than
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to garner ideas from the leading specialists in
the différent steps and combine thern.

An idea tiî;î bas liad a more or less cbeckered
career in contieclîon %viîh iogging aperations
and still refuses to stay out of the garne entirely
is tite traction engisie. A case in raint is fur-
nisbied hy A. P. XVylie, a cooperage stock
manufacturer of Belle Center, Ohio, wbo
reccniy bouglit timber in Tennessee and bas
equiipped a plant down there. H-e has an iS
horse-power engine that 'vas successfully used
up in Ohio for liauling slaves to the raiiroad,
pulling a carload of btaves at a trip on four
wagons. Now lie bas taken titis engine dowvn
ta bis Tennessee plant and proposes to haul
logs svilh it wvitl a confidence of getting good
service frorn it during the summer senson,
wvhen the roads are cornparar.ively free frorn
niud. And he wilI likely do just as well as he
6igtires %with il, for be knows his business thor-
oughly in every detail and is svell enough
acquainted with Ibis engine as a road machine
from bis past experience wvith it, to bave a
pretty wveil delined idea ai wbat it wili do.
Then the ques-ion ks, svill the traction engine
in ils iinpraved state i'ccome anything of a
factoir in southern iogging? is record in the
pa%t does not speak s0 weli for il in that
terriîcory ; il lias been used quile extenNiely
and -apparently s'ery successfully in the north-

e~st voods, ils advent dating back quite a
nuniber of yearç, but its career in the south
bas been rallier cbeckered-so mticb so, in
facl, as to danmpen what caris' entbusiasm it
did creale. Several mill mcii tried expensive
experimients with il in ane forrn and anoîber,
istiahly tcrminaling 'in pulting the engine under

a shed ind tising ilto drive a smail miii or
saie olher macbinery. But ixiaybc wben it
gels ils second svind and we go nt it wvith a
svidcr ksiovedge and better engines the out-
conte svill bc differert, and rnaybe it %vont. It
looks like the modern idca in Ibis fine sboutd
tural ta sonmetbing in the forrn of an automobile

log wagon instcad of a lieavy engine that is
quite a load in itself. It would at lenst be in-
teresting to knotv if nny experirnents have
been tried along tlîts fine, for frorn a theoretical
standpoint it, looks like thcre arc some possi-
bilities in il, and maybe if we get started to
talking and thinking about il somethisig wili
bae devcloped.
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The railrond for transportation and the me-
chanical log loader make the best combination
to be had where the timber beit is suffi 'ciently
heavy to justify the outlay, and it is only a
question of modern ideas and appliances in
carrying out the details of the woric under such
conditions, but there are other conditions, and
there cornes the rub. We have corne to the
point wvhere available hleavy beits of timber are
not sa plentiful and mnust now turn quite ex-
tensiveiy to the srnall tracts scattered here and
there that do not justify railroad building.

there for cutting rougit stock for concentiatt i
at the planig mill or finishing plant. Sotte
rnili men have followed this plan rnore or WC\,
in the past, but wve are corning to a point tvherc
we wvill be confronted îvith Ibis scnttered timi-
ber problrnt so generally it is not a matter o~f
ancre incident here and Ihere ; il is a big
problern, covering a wide field, and the queý-
lion ks, wvhichi direction shah wve take in the
effort to solve it ; shall we turn to the portable~
mil] or seek improvements in logginig rnethods."'
If it is logging înethods it mneans niechanics iii
some forrn or other.

To leave the log road for a while and gel
int the miii, there iq a seasonable topic fur
discussion in tbe rnatter of bouse cieaning, the
use of those twin implenents Il! cleanliness and
safely, the broom and the wbhitewash brush.
Their value as an asset may not show up iii
figures on your books, but they do not drau
beavily on the expense accouni, and they
actually giv'e more returns for the tirne and
rnoney expended than any other appliances
about the place. The ghost of spontaneous
combustion that begins to haunt the rnill man
as soon as the hot, dry wveather coines aiong
can be laid with the broorn and buried with the
svhitewasb brusb titi his chances for a svalk in
the night are slim enough to make rest easy
at niglit and instirance rates iower. The real
facîs in the case of most mysterious fires are
that the majority af theni originale frorn sparks
falling in the dust about the mili and yard,
where fire smolders along unseen until il
reaches a poi nt or object ta induce fiame, and
thien it gets :nto action at a iively rate. This
fact has been demonstrated lime and timte
again, not only on the point of unobtrusive
srnoldering in the dust, but also in the matter
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WVith timber of tbis class it becanies a question
ai smali milîs and the hauiîg of rougb lumber
or the larger and mare modern miii plants svith
some irnpraved micîlod of logging, and il wvill
unquestionably bc more satisfactary if a niethod
of logging can bc dcveloped ibiat wvili permit
the latter. If it cani not bc donc the saw miii
meri right take up tue plan of the oak slave
men of having a finishing plant nt same central
point and portable milis ta nmove here and

of sparks sa insignificint as ta be unobservable
in daylight, frequently starting fires in unex-
pected nooks and corners about the miii and
yard. The first rcrnedy is ta use the broom,
use it persisîcntly and unsparingiy ail over the
mili. Beanis, joists, journal boxes, and, in
fact, everyshing that accurnulates dust, no
matter bosv inconvenient. ta gel aI, should feel
the broorn, and then follow wvith the vbilcsvasb
brush, or wi-h ils modern succcsar, the
spraying machine.


