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plied acknowledgment, acquittance or release obtained by the
company or the society or association prior to the happening of
the wrong or injury complained of, or the damage ascruing. to
the purport or effect of relieving or releasing the company from
liability for damages for personal injuries aforesaid.

#9, Upon the passing of this Aet the Governor-in-Council
shall submit to the Supreme Court of Canada for its detern -.a-
tion the question of the competency of this Parliament to enact
the provisions hereinbefore set forth: and in the event of the
said Court determining that the said provisions are within the
powers of this Parliament, and the time for appeal having
elapsed—or in cases of appeal being taken and prosecuted, then
in the evert of it being determined by the Judicial Committee
.. he Privy Council that the said provisions are within the
powers of Parliament as aforesaid—the Governor-in-Couneil
shall thereupon name a day, by proclemation. for the coming
into foree of this Aet, and this Act shall take effect and eome
inty force upon the day so named accordingly.”’

In accordance with the provisions of s. 2 at the opening of
the present sittings of the Supreme Court, the question of the
competeney of the Parliament of the Dominion to enact the pro-
visions of s, 1 of this Act was considered on a reference to that
Caurt by the Governor-General in Council. Those opposed to
the amendment justified the right of a railway company to con-
tract itself out of responsibility by reason of the rules and regu-
letions above referred to, and also justified the right of an em-
ployee to eontract himself out of o mpensation, and they farther
contended that under the B.N.A. Act to the Provinces only he.
longs the right to iczislate in matters affecting properts nud
eivil rights, aud that the Pominion Parlisment has no right to
eneroach,

It is interesting to note here shat the Grand Trunk Ry. Co.
now usually pleads as a defence to setions for injuries that the
TR, Tnsurance ard Provident Society, being a soeiety anthor-
ized by the statutes of the Dominion of (Cgnada, and their rules
and by.laws being passed pursuant to such statntes, there was no
polver in the Legislature of the Provin: of Ontario (referriug
tos 10 of R 8.0, 1897, ¢, 160) to autho.ize any Court or Jud o




