
A SURGEON IN ARMS

untied from its leg the following message:
“I am bally well fed up carrying this damned 

bird about. You take it for a while.”
After all this preparatory stage is com­

pleted, when transport, artillery preparation, 
communication, maps, training, dummy ad­
vances, extra rations, water, medical supplies 
and equipment, are in order, the next move 
is to get all troops taking part in the ad­
vance into the most advantageous positions, 
unknown to the Germans. The men are well 
fed, given extra water bottles, “iron rations” 
are in their kits—that is, bully beef and bis­
cuit—they are equipped only in fighting dress. 
By night they are marched into the trenches 
from which they are to go over the top, and 
after a few hours of rest, broken by shell fire, 
the zero hour, or hour of attack, arrives.

Just before the great advance in which the 
Canadians took Vimy Ridge, that hill conse­
crated by the graves of thousands of French, 
British, and Canadian soldiers, our brigade 
had made all these arrangements. We were to 
march into the line on Easter Saturday and 
go over the top the following morning at day- 
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