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THE LEAD REGION.

The lead region of the Mississippi occupies not far from one

hundred square miles. The two principal towns are Galena

and Dubuque, which are both handsome and flourishing. The

original possessors of this land were the Saque and Fox

Indians, who used to sell to the white settlers on the frontier

the ore which they often found upon the surface of their soiL

The first white man who went into the mining business here

was Dubuque. Of this man many strange stories are related.

He was a kind of medicine prophet among the Indians, and is

said to have had a remarkable influence over them, as well as

over the rattlesnake, the bite of which he pretended to cure by

enchantment. He became a great favorite with the Indians,

and for a long time was the only man, not of their blood, whom
they would suffer to live upon their soil. After his death, they

placed him in a leaden coflBn of their own manufacture, and
buried him on the picturesque bluff which bears his name as

already mentioned; and after this they destroyed e^'-^ry vestige

of his property.

In process of time, extravagant mineral stories were circu-

lated throughout the country, and the general government pur-

chased the Indian El Dorado of its possessors. The first man
wlio went into the mining business of Galena, after the country
had become our own, was Col. Richard M. Johnson. Since
that time, thousands of people, on various occasions, have made
and lost money in this peculiar business, which, from its very
nature, is in reality, a lottery. Lead, lead is the burthen of
every body's song, and the quantities weekly shipped to Saint


