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to the Mandarine who attended the Centurion, to in-

form him, that he, the commodore, intended, on

the I ft of Oftober, to proceed in his boat to Can-

ton i
addinw, that the day after he got there, he

(hould notify his arrival to the viceroy, and fhoiild

defire him to fix a time for his audience. This mef-

fage being delivered to the Mandarine, he returned

no other anfwer, than that he would acquaint the

viceroy with the commodore's intentions. In the

mean time all things were prepared for this expe-

dition : the boat's crew which Mr. Anfon propo-

fed to take with him, were clothed in an uniform

refembling that of the watermen on the Thames i

they were in number eighteen and a cockfwain •, they

had fcarlet jackets and blue filk waiflcoats, the whole

trimmed with filver buttons, befides filver badges on

their jackets and caps. As it was apprehended, and

even aflferted, that the payiPiCnt of the cuftomary du-

ties -for the Centurion and iier prize, would be de-

manded by the regency of Canton, and would be

infifted on, previous to their granting a permifTion to

victual the Ihip for our future voyage ; the commo-
dore, who v/as rciblved never to eftablilh fo dilho-

nourable a precedent, took all pofTible precaution to

prevent the Chinefe from facilitating the fuccefs of

their unfeafonable pretenfions, by having him in their

power at Canton. And therefore, the better to fe-

cure his (hip and the great treafure on board her, ho

appointed his firft lieutenant Mr. Brett, to be cap-

tain of the Centurion under him, giving .him proper

inftruftions for his condu6i:, if he, the commodore,
fliould be detained at Canton on account of the du-

ties in difput?. Thefe neceffary fteps being taken,

which were not unknown to the Chinefe, it fhould

feem as if their deliberations were in fome fort per-

plexed thereby •, and fome dirty cunning arts were •

made ufe of to obftrnd his going up to Canton. f

On the 13th of October, however, the commo-^
dore' continuing firm to his refolutioii, all the fuper-

cargocs of the Englilh, Danifh, and Swsdifh (hips

;,Iv /^

^
came


