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limn Ry«trm ; it frnvr l.irth to a .mli-mal l:.w mul ronvrnt.otnl r.u'htn,

,;„„„,.,, ,.„ tlu, MK.vnm...l of tn.ituv, .U..1 ^\n• nH,.,r.-H ..f nmm..m

|mu:tuu, A ImMiil'lf I'liuilutioi. Hpr.intf up ainniiu cc.iit.'inii.ir.ii-y

sUituH. Tlu'irjruloUKU-,.. m..l .•v.n tlinr c.m.p.'titionM sin.l .livi.ioi.M,

coMtril.utnl to ih.. progroHHof r.ivili/.ution. a.ul tlu- atlMiunuMU of tlwil

l.ijjh HUilo of pr,i;...-tmi. K. wl.id. 111! luimiu. h.m.mu'cn a.ul iuHtilutioim

have bci'ii riirrif-l l.y tlio iiatioiiH of modi-in Kiiropi'.

It \h tli.-HC poliliral coniuTti-mH. this ivrii.n.ral ii.liw.'iu f ItintV

.lon.s a.Ml tiM.ir nvolutionn, a.ul e.pccMally tl.c vuri.-ti..« of system

wliici. Europe i.a. experieiu-ea in the lap.c of ko ...any a-c., tluit

rcpiire to i.e .ievlop.-.l i.. .i ^."^^''1 vi>w- ^"'^l' '"^ ^'"'^ ^^'^"•'' l"""'

fcKses lo be the objuct of llif present woi'U.

The author ha« here ren.odeie.i hi. '• Views of the llevoh.tior.H of

the Middle Ajres," (pubiishtHl i.. 1T'.«).) a..d exten.U.d or abridired

the dilVerent periods aerordinir t.. ci.ru,n.lanc..s. In .•ontinnin- th.s

work .lown to the i-resent tinie, he ha. dee.ned neressary to .oneludo

nt the Kre.>eh Uevolution, as the numerouB results ..f that -real

event .ire too mui'l. i..volved in unreitai-My t,. be dearly or nnpar-

! tiully exhibited by eonlcmiwrary writers.*

The work Ib divided into el-hl periods of tia.e.t ..erordn.- w.th

the pri..ripal revoh.tio... which have changed, in suceessio.., the !«-

litical state of Kurope. At the head of e.ich pe.-iod. is placed e.ther

the desi.r,>alion of it« p.uticuhK revolutio.., or that ol" .!..• power or

empire which held the .isce.ubvney .it the ti..u.. In linnt..,fr h.s

treatise solely to hia IlevoUuio..s of Europe, the writer h.is not

touched upon thoBe of Asi.i .md the E.ist, exe.ept i.. bo Tar us they

have had immediate i..flae,u^e o., the destinies of Europe. Coti-

sciouB also that the distingui.hing ch.iracteristic of an luBtor...n is

veracity, and that the tcBti.nony of a writer who ha. not In.nself

been an eye-witnesB of the events he record., cannot be .el.ed on

* ,n ,. cmion nf 1=^. iron, which .he P--"';--;"'';'^
V^ib^r'^ir'''''"'

'"

bee,. c,.n.,„n„l by Ih. r..h.ur. M Srha-ll. d„wn ... ,he a«h .,f N..v. n.b.r, 181...

t Nine ni the last e.lilic.i.R. i».h..h>iL' th.' oomiH.iation.
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