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shet up now, for I've got to hurry and get tea

;

'cause your pa and ma are goin' over to the

lecture to-night in North Poganuc school-house

and they'll want their supper early."

Dolly still hung about wishfully.

"Nabby, if I should ask papa, and he should

say I might go, would you take me ?" said Dolly.

Now, Nabby was a good-natured soul enough

and in a general way fond of children; she en-

couraged Miss Dolly's prattling visits to the

kitchen, let her stand about surveying her

in various domestic processes, and encouraged

that free . expression of opinion in conversation

which in those days was entirely repressed on

the part of juveniles in the presence of their

elders. She was, in fact, fond of Dolly in a cer-

tain way, but not fond enough ot her to inter-

fere with the serious avocations of lite; and

Nabby was projecting very serious and delicate

movements of diplomacy that night. She was

going to the church with Jim Sawin, who was

on the very verge of a declared admiration, not

in the least because her heart inclined toward

Jim, but as a means of bringing Ike Peters to

capitulation in a quarrel of some weeks' standing.

Jim Sawin's " folks," as she would have phrased

it, were ** meetin'ers," while Ike Peters was a

leading member ot the Episcopal choir, and it

was designed expressly to aggravate him that


