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ibever, the impolTibility of purcharing

which does not aiile from the nature of

the thing itfclf, but from the high opi-

nion which the pofleiTors of tlicl'e coun-

tries entertain of their value, or rather

from their thinking, and juftly tliink-

ihg, that they are abfolutely invalu-

able.
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The value of all the land in Great

Britain (I mean the imaginary vahie,

for the real value cannot be eflimated)

at the rate of twenty, of thirty, of forty

years purchafe, or at any rate you

pleafe, may be eafily computed ; but

fhould the proprietor of the mines of

Chili and Peru, offer us a fum of money

equal to that value, and demand, in

confideration of that fum, to be put in

poiTefiion of all the lands in the iiland,-

how lliould we receive the propofal ?

Why, to be fure, we fliould, at firfl,-

confider the man as a lunatic, and treat

him accordingly; but Ihould he ftilt

perfift in his demand, vre iliould, v/ith-
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